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Thurſday, June 29, 1786. | 
FR a chearful leave of my affectionate 


friends at, Epworth, leaving them much more, 
alive than I found them. About one I preached 
at Thorn, now one of the livelieſt places in the 
circuit, to a numerous congregation: and in the 
evening at Doncafter. I know not that ever I ſaw 
this preaching-houle filled before. And many 


of them ſeemed to feel, as well as hear, It may 


de, ſome will bring forth fruit with patience, 
Friday 39. I turned aſide to Barnſlen, formerly 
famous for all manner of wickednels. They 
were then ready to tear any Methodiſt Preaches 
in pieces. Now not a dog wagged his tongue. 
I preached near the market- place to a very large 
congregation, and I believe, the word ſunk into 
many hearts, They ſeemed to drink in every 
word: Surely God will have a people in this 


place, ; ER 5 981 
| A a Saturday, 


— 4 FO-2F 
Saturday, July 1. I went on to Bramley, about 
four miles from Sheffield, where a gentleman has 
built a neat preaching-houfe for the poor people, 
at his own expence. As the notice was ſhort, I 
had no need to preach abroad. The congregation 
was deeply ſerious, while I explained, What it 
as, to build upon a rock, and what, to build upon 
the ſand. In the evening I ſpoke very plain to a 
crouded audience at Sheffield, on Now it is high time 
to awake out of ſleep. One of the hearers wrote me 
a nameleſs letter upon it. But he could remember 
nothing of the ſermon but only, that © The riſing 
carly was good for the nerves!!!” 
Sunday 2. I read prayers, preached, and ad- 
miniſtered the facrament to fix or {even hundred 
Hearers. It was a ſolemn ſeaſon. I preached. 
foon after five in the evening on, There ts joy in 
eaven over one ſinner that repenteth, Aﬀterwards 
I gave an account of the riſe of Methodiſm, {that 
is, old fcriptural Chriſtianity) to the whole con- 
gregation, as truth will bear the light, and loves 
to appear in the face of the ſun. 
onday g. We had our quarterly meeting, 
followed by a love feaſt, at which many fpoke 
without referve : and ſeveral of them ay 
well ; ſhewing that with the fear of the Lord is 
underſtanding. Ak: 2 
Tueſday 4. I met the Select Society, moſt of 
them walking in glorious e Afterwards I 
went to Wentworth- Houſe, the ſplendid ſeat of the 
late Marquis of Rockingham. He lately had forty 
thouſand a year in England, and fifteen or twenty 
thouſand in Freland, And what has he now ? 
Six foot of earth. | . 


ann nine ef ther! 
Tis all thou art: and all the proud ſhall be.“ 


The ſituation of the houſe is very fine. It 
eommands a large and beautiful proſpect. Before 
the houſe is an open view: behind a few acres 
of wood, but not laid out with any taſte. + The 
* 20 4. = A greens 
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green-houſes are large; but I did not obſerve 
thing curious in them. The front of the hou 
is large and magnificent, but not yet fGniſhed, 
The entrance is noble, the ſaloon ne 
grand, and ſo are ſeveral of the apartments. 
Few of the pictures are {tziking : 1 think none of 
them to be compared with ſome in Fonmon-Caftle. 
The moſt extraordinary thing I ſaw was the. 
ſtables: a ſquare, fit for a royal palace, all built 
of fine ſtone, and near as large as the old quad- 
Tangle at Chriſt Church in Oxford. But for what 
uſe were theſe built? Fe ſhew that the owner 
had near threeſcore thouſand pounds a year! 0 
| how much treaſure might he have laid up in hea- 
ven, with all this mammon of unrighteouſneſs! 
About one I preached at 7horpe, to three or four 
times as many as the preaching houſe would, have 
contained: and in the evening to tie well-in- 
ſtructed and well-behaved congregation at Shefeetd, 
O what has God wrought in this town! The 
* now lies down with the kid, Len 
- Wedneſday 5. Notice was given, without my 
knowledge, of my preaching at Belpar, ſeven 
miles ſhort of Derby, I was nothing glad of this, as 
it obliged me to quit the turnpike road, to hobble 
over a miſerable common. The people, gathered 
from all parts, were waiting. So I went imme- 
diately to the market-place,/and ſtanding under a 
large tree, teſtified This is life eternal, tg know thee, 
the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſh 
ſent. The houſe at Derby was throughly filled in 
the evening. As many of the better ſort (ſo called) 
were there, I explained (what ſeemed to be more 
adapted to their circumſtances and experience) 
This only have 1 found, That God made man u 
Tight ; but they, found out for, themſelves many 
inventions. 1 10 5 „ 0 
Thurſday 6. In going to Iiſton we were again 
intangled in miſerable roads. We got thitner 
however about cleven. Though the church. is 
large, it was ſufficiently crowded. The Vi 
read prayers with great carneſtuels and propriety. 
| A 3 1 preached 
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1 preached on, Her ways are ways of pleaſamtneſs, 
wad the people ſeemed all ear, . — Will 
de done in this place: though it is ſtrongly op- 
poſed both by the Calviniſts and Socinians. | 

Wie went on in alovely afternoon, and thr 

a lovely country to Nottingham. I preached to a 
numerous and well-behaved congregation, I 


love this people. There is ſomething wonder- 


fully pleaſing, both in their ſpirit and their 


dchaviour. ä 


Friday 7. The congregation at five was very 
large, and convinced me of the earneſtneſs of the 
people. They are greatly increaſed in wealth and 

race, and continue inereaſing daily. Saturday 

. I walked through the General Hoſpital. I 
never ſaw one ſo well ordered. Neatnefs, de- 
cency and common fſenfe ſhine through the 
whole. I do not wonder that many of the pa- 
tients recover. I prayed with two of them; one 
of them a notorious ſinner, ſeemed to be cut to 
the heart. The cafe of the other was quite pecu- 


lar. Both her breaſts have been cut off, and many 


ins taken out of them, as well as out of her fleſh 
in various parts. Twelve, (the Apothecary 
faid,) were taken out of her yeſterday, and five 
more to day.” And the phylicians potently be- 
Hieve, ſhe ſwallowed them all; though nobody can 
tell, when or how! Which is the greater cre- 
dulity ? To believe this is purely natural? Or to 
aſcribe it to preternatural agency ? 

In the evening many felt - 


T' o'erwhelming power of ſaving grace. 
And many more on Sunday -g. when we had the 


largeſt number of communicants that ever were 
ſeen at this chapel, or perhaps at any church in 


Nottingham. I took a folemn leave of this affec- 


tionate congregation, at five in the morning, 
Monday 10. not expecting to meet another ſuch; 
(unleſs at Birmingham) till I came to London. 


- 
F 
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About nine I preached at Mount Sorre?; and 
though it was the fair day, I ſaw not one drunken 


perſon in the congregation, It rained moſt of 
the way to Leiceſter, and ſome were afraid there 
would be no congregation, Vain fear! The 
houſe was extremely crouded with deeply at- 
tentive hearers, while I applied our Lord's words 
to the centurion, in effect ſpoken to us alfo, As 
thou haſt believed, ſo be it done unto thee. In the 
afternoon we went on to Hinkley, It rained. 
all the evening: yet we had more hearers than 
the houſe could contain: and hardly a trifler 
among them. A more ſerious, well-behaved peo» 
ple, I have ſeldom ſeen. | 

This evening, (I believe, before I had done 
preaching) a remarkable inſtance of divine juſtice 
appeared. A man, in the ſtreet was grievou 
curſing another, and praying God, © To blaſt his 
eyes.“ At that inſtant he was ſtruck blind. So 
(I ſuppoſe) he continues ever ſince. 

Tueſday 11. The poor, little lock at Coventry 
have at length procured a neat, convenient room; 
Only it is far too ſmall. As many ofthe people as 
could get in, were all attention. How is the ſcene 
changed here alſo! I know not but now the cor- 
poration, if it. had been propoſed, would have 
given the uſe of the Town-hall to me rather than 
to the dancing maſter ! In the evening I went on 
to Birmingham, and found the. uſual ſpirit in the 
congregation, They are much alive to God, and 
conſequently increaling in number as well as 
in grace, 

edneſday 22. At noon. I preached in the 
new chapel at Derrington. To build one here 
was an act of mercy indeed; as the church would 
not contain a fifth, perhaps not a tenth of the in- 
habitants. At fix I preached in our chapel at 
Birmingham, and immediately after, took coach 
to London. ' _— | 

Thurſday 1g. We reached the town at two, 
and ſettled all our buſineſs on this and the two 


following days, Sunday 15. my heart was 


_ greatly 
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CY 
greatly inlarged in exhorting a very numefous 


congregation to Worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth. 
And we had ſuch a number of communicants as 


ve have not had before, ſince the covenant. night, 


I ſuppole fifty, perhaps a hundred of them never 
.communicated before. In the afternoon I buried 
the remains of Thomas Parkinſon (who died ſud- 
denly two or thre2 days before) one of our firſt 


members, a man of an excellent ſpirit, and 


unblamable converſation, Monday 17. after 
preaching at Weft Street, where many were impreſt 
with a deep ſenſe of the preſence of God, I took 
coach for Briftol. We had a delightful journey; 
but having the window at my ſide open while 1 
ſlept, I loft my voice, fo that I could ſcarce. be 
heard : acroſs a room. But before Wedneſday 


morning (by applying garlick as uſual) it was in- 
ſtantly reſtored. 8 7 | 


Thurſday. 20. I preached at the new room on, 
We have this treaſure in earthen veſſels. And the 
hearts of many, who had been vext with needlets 
ſcruples, were mightily refreſhed. 

Friday 21. I walked over to Aingswood 
School, now one of the pleaſanteſt ſpots in Eng- 
land. I found all things juſt according to my de- 
fire; the rules being well obſerved, and the 


whole behaviour of the children ſnewing that 


they were now managed with the wiſdom that 
cometh from above. | * 
Sunday 2g. I preached in the morning on thoſe 
words in the ſecond. leſſon, Lazarus, come forth, 


and I believe, many that wers buried in ſin, heard 


the Wice of the Son of God. In the evening 
I preached abroad on Matt. v. 20. In the mid- 
dle of the ſermon it began to rain; but not many 
went away. This put me in inind of that re- 
markable circumſtance reſpecting the late Pope. 
On that ſolemn day when the Pope rides on 
horſeback to St. Peter's, a violent ſtorm ſcattered 
his whole retinue. When it abated; his Holineſs 
was miſſing; but they ſoon. found him fitting 
guietly in the church. Being aſked « blow, = 
. coul 
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could ride through ſuch a ſtorm, he very cal 


replied, „1 am ready to go not only th 5 
— but through fire 4 for my Lord's fake.” 
Strange! That ſuch a man ſhauld be ſuffered to 
fit two years in the Papal chair ! 15 
Tueſday 25. Our Conference began. About 
eighty Preachers. attended. We met every day 


at ſix and nine in the morning, and at two in 


the afternoon, On Tueſday: and on Wedneſday 


morning the characters of the Preachers were 
conſidered, whether already admitted or not. 
On Thurſday in the afternoon we permitted any 
of the Society to be prefent, and. weighed what 
was ſaid, about ſeparating from the Church, 
But we all determined, to continue therein, 
without one diſſenting voice. And 1 doubt not 
but this determination will ſtand, at leaſt, till 1 
am removed into a better world. On Friday and 
Saturday moſt of our temporal buſineſs was 
ſettled. Sunday go. I preached in the room 
morning and evening, and in the afternoon at 
Kingswood, where there is rather an increaſe than 
a decreaſe in the work of God. 
Monday gi. The Conference met again, and 
concluded on Tueſday morning. Great had been. 
the expettations of many, that we ſhould have 
had warm debates: but by the mercy of God, 
we had none at all. Every thing was tranſacted 


with great calmneſs : and we parted, as we inet, 


in peace and love, | FRET 
ueſday, Auguſt 8. At ſeven Mr. Brackenbury, 
Broadbent, and I took coach for Harwick, which 
we reached about eight in the evening. *Weds 
neſday 9. Between two and three in the after- 
noon, we went on board the Beſborough Packet, 
one of the cleaneſt ſhips I ever ſaw, with one 
of the molt obliging Captains, We had many 
gentlemen on board, whom I was agrceably ſur- 
rized to find equally obliging. Thurſday 10. 
The wind continuing ſmall and the ſea calm, 
they deſired me to give them a ſermon. They 
were all attention. Who knows but ſame 
K. * i among 


0% 


athohg them may retain the impreſſions they then 


received? Friday 11. For ſome time we had a dead 


calm. So that we did not reach Helvoitſluis till 
the afternoon, nor Rotterdam till between ten and 


eleven at night. We found Mr. Loyal was not 


returned from a journey, which he had begun a 
week or two. before. . But Mrs. Loyal gave us a 
hearty welcome, | 
Saturday 12. Mr. Williams, Miniſter of the 
Epiſcopal Church, and Mr. Scot, Miniſter of the 
Scotch Church, both welcomed me to Holland ; 


but the kindneſs involved me in an awkward 


difficulty. Mr. Scot had aſked the conſent of his 
Conſiſtory, for me to preach in his Church on 
Sunday afternoon. But Mr. Williams had given 
notice, of my preaching in his Church, both 
morning and afternoon, And neither of them 
willing to give up his point. I would fain have 
compromiſed. the matter, But cach ſeemed to 
apprehend his honour concerned, and would not 
in any wiſe give up his point. I ſaw no poſſible 
way to ſatisfy both, but by prolonging my ſtay in 


Holland, in order to preach one Sunday, morning 


and afternoon in the Epiſcopal, and another in the 
Scotck Church. And poſſibly God may have 
more work for me to do in Holland, than I am 
yet aware of. | fu b 
Though Mr. Loyal, with whom I lodged when 

J was at Rotterdam before, was not in town, being 
one with a friend to Paris, yet I was quite as at 
ome, and went on in my work without any 1n- 
terruption. Sunday 13. The ſervice began about. 
ten. Mr. Williams read prayers exceeding well, 
and I zreached on thoſe words in the firſt Leſſon, 


How long halt ye between two opinions? All the 


congregation gave e ſerious attention: but I fear: 
they only card, but did not feet, But many 
feemed to be much affetted in the afternoon, 
while I opened and applied thoſe words, There 
hath no temptation taken you, but what is common to 
men. In the evening Mr. Scots called upon me 


and informed me, „ That the Elders. of his 


b | Church 


3 
res — a 
* 


- 
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Kirn! 
Church would not deſite me to ſtay in Holland 
on purpoſe to preach, but would diſmiſs my 
promiſe.” I then determined to follow my firſt 
plan. And (God willing) to return to England 
in a fortnight, 8 1851 
Monday 14. Taking boat at eight we went at 
our eaſe through one of the pleaſanteſt ſummer 
countries in Europe, and reached the Hague 
between twelve and one. Being determined to 
lodge at no more Inns, I went with Brother 
Ferguſon to his own lodging, and paſſed a quiet 
and comfortable night. A few pious perſons 
came*to us in the evening: with whoſe ſpirits we 
quickly took acquaintance, I have not found 
any perſons ſince we croſſed the ſea, who ſeemed 


- Tueſday 15. Making the experiment when we 
took boat, 1 found I could write as well in the 
boat, as in my ſtudy.. So from this hour I con- 
tinued writing whenever I was on board. What 
mode of travelling is to be compared with this? 
About noon we called on Profeſſor Roers at 
Leyden, a very ſenſible and converſable man; as 
he ſpoke Latin very fluently, 1 could willingly 
have ſpent ſome hours with him, But I had 
appointed to be at Amſterdam in the evening. 
e came thither between ſeven and eight, and 
took up our abode with William Ferguſon, who 
continued to lodge us all with tolerable con- 
venience. 5 
Wedneſday 18. I ſpent the day very quietly 
in writing, and viſitmg a few friends, who knew 
not how'to be affectionate enough. In the even- 
ing I ſpoke to a little company at my own 
lodgings on, It is appointed to men once to die. 
Thurſday 19. I breakfaſted with a little com- 
pany of truly pious people, and aſterwards went 
to fee the manner wherein the Deacons. of 
Amfterdam retieve their poor weekly. 1 ſuppoſe 


" fo much devoted to God. 


there were two or three hundred poor, but the 


whole was tranſated with the utmoſt ſtillneſs 
and decency, © a 1 


To 


as moſt I have heard in my life, It might have 


12 ] 

To day1ikewiſe I vißted more of my friends, 
who ſhewed all poſſible affeftion. Friday 20. 
we went to Haerlem, and ſpent an agreeable day 
with a few agreeable friends. We lodged at 
Mr. Vancampen s, a Floriſt, and were perfectly 
at home. Both Mr. and Mrs. Vancampen ſeemed 
deeply devoted to God, as much as any I have 
{een in Holland. a 

In the afternoon we met a little company in 
the town, who ſeemed to be truly alive to God. 
One Miſs Rouguet in particular, whoſe leaſt re- 
commendation was that 'ſhe could ſpeak both 
Dutch, French and Engliſh, She ſpent the evening 
at Miſs Falconberg's, the chief gentlewoman in 
the town, Here we ſupped. The manner was 
particular, No table-cloth was uſed, but plates 
with knifes and forkes and napkins to each per- 
ſon, and fifteen or ſixteen ſmall ones. On which 
were bread, butter, cheeſe, lices of hung beef, 
cakes, pancakes, and fruit of various kinds, 
To N were added mufic upon an excellent 
organ, one of the ſweeteſt tones I ever heard. 

— a1. We took a walk in Haerlem wood. 
So delight ful a place I ſcarce ever ſaw before. I 


judged it to be about a mile broad, and two or 


three miles deep, This is divided into almoſt | 
innumerable walks, ſome broad and ſome narrow, 
but - diverſified in a wonderful manner, and 


_ fkirted with elegant houſes on both ſides” In 


the afternoon we returned to Amſterdam. In the 
evening Mr. Skranten, a Bookſeller (whoſe daughter 


had come with us in the boat to Amſterdam) an 
Elder of the Holland's Church, invited us to 


ſupper, and defired me to expound a portion of 
ſcripture, which I did with liberty of Spirit, 
Afterward Mr. Brackenbury repeated to them in 
French the ſubſtance of what 1 had ſaid, 

Sunday 22. I ex to have preached in 
the Englyh Church, as I did before. But ſome 


of the Elders were unwilling, ſo I attended there 


25 a hearer. And I heard as miſerable a ſermon, 


been 


[ '3 1 


been preached either among Jews, Turks or 
Heathens, without offending them at all. In the 
afternoon I expounded to a company of ſerious 
Chriſtians, our Lord's account of building our 
houſe upon a rock. Jonathen Ferguſon interpreted 
ſentence by ſentence, And God applied it to the 
hearts of the hearers. 
Monday 21. I ſpent an hour with wr ſatise 
faction at Mr. Noltanu's country houſe. Such a2 
couple as him and his wife, I never {aw ſince I 
left London. And both their children appeared 
to be worthy of their parents, both as to perſons, 
underſtanding and temper. | | | 
Tueſday 22. I ſpent great part of the day at 
Mr. Vankennel's country houſe, having agreed 
with him, to give me a private room to write in, 
before and after dinner. At ten, a very ſenſible 


Clergyman came in, with whom I converſed 


very largely, as he talked elegant latin and ex- 
ceeding fluently, beyond any I have lately ſeen 
on the Continent. W 
Having ſeen alb the friends I propoſed to ſee, 
on Thuſday 24. I took my leave of this loving 
people, and the pleaſant city of Amfterdam, very, 
probably for ever. And ſetting out at ſeven in 
the morning, between two and three in the after- 
noon came to Utrecht, Mr. Vanrocy, the gentle- 
man who had engaged me to lodge, fent a coach 
to wait for me at my landing ; and received me 
with the courteſy and cordiality-of an old [Yorks 


fire Methodiſt. 


Friday 25. I kept cloſe to my -work all the 
day; I dined at Mr. Loten's, where was ſuch 
variety of food as I never ſaw at any noble. 
man's table, either in England or Ireland! In the 
afternoon we took a yiew of a widow lady's gar- 
dens, in the ſuburbs of. Utreckt, I believe from 
the houſe to the end of the grand viſta is about 
a mile. IT think the gardens are not half as 
broad: but ſuch-exquiſite beauty and ſymmetry I 
never {aw before. In grandeur it is not to be 
named with a few places in England; but in 


elegance. 
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elegance and variety, I verily believe it equals, 
if not exceeds, any place of the ſize in Europe. 
In the evening I expounded to a ſelect com- 


| +1524 of very honourable ladies, Matt. vii. 24. 


iſs Loten interpreting for me, ſentence by ſen- 
tence. And I know .not but God might bleſs 
this poor way of preaching to the Dutch, as he 
did that to the Indians by David Brainard, 


Saturday 26, I hada ong converſation with 
*t 


a gentleman, whom almoſt all-the religious world 


take for a madman. I do not know that I have 


found one of ſo deep experience ſince I left Lon- 
don. I have no doubt of his being perfected in 


love. He has a clear witneſs of it, and has had 


many years without interruption, I had now an 
opportunity of being throughly informed - con- 
cerning the Univerſity of Utrecht. As the youn 

gentlemen are ſcattered over this town, an 

Ive without the leaſt control, they do any 
any thing or nothing as they pleaſe ; and as they 
have no tutors, they have none to check them. 
Moſt of them lounge from morning to night, 
doing nothing or doing worſe, Well, bad as 
they are, Oxford and Cambridge are not Utrecht 

| #9 


ſent, At five in the evening, I believe 1 
eighty or ninety hearers: and f had much liberty 
of ſpeech among them. I cannot doubt, but ſome 


of them found the word of God to be ſharper 
than a two-edged ſword. 5 


After ſervice I went once more to Mr. Loten's, 
Both Mrs. Loten and he came to town on purpoſe 
to ſee me. Otherwiſe he could find little comfort 
there, during the preſent {tate of affairs. The 
Burghers have all agreed to depoſe their Burgo- 
maſters, and ele& new ones in their ſtead, who 
are to-morrow to take an oath on a ſcaffuld 
erected in the 1 market place, not to the 
Prince of range, but the city of Utrecht, To this 


end they had diſplaced all the Prince's guards, 


and 


- Sunday 27. 1 attended the ſervice at the ug- 
{: church, where about thirty perſons Wert p . 
ad 


1 -} OE | 


and placed Burghers at all the gates. It is 
thought the example will ſpread, and it will 
not be ſtrange if all Holland ſhould ſoon be a 
field of blood. | | | „ 
Monday 28. We took boat at ſeven, being in- 
formed that at eight, all the city gates would be 
ſnut. In the evening we reached Rotterdam, and 
rejoiced to meet good Mr, Loyal once more. 
Here we reſted on Tueſday, Wedneſday go. 
We ſet out early and went twelve miles in a 


42 coach, for which we had to pay ſix guilders 
LEES} and no more, We then croſt the river, which 
= coſt four ſtivers, and hired an open waggon fot 

T2 3 twenty three Rivers, which brought us to the 


other river in half an hour. At the Brill we 
hired another coach, which coſt us four guilders+ 
I ſet down theſe little things that others may not 
be cheated. 3 | 

Wedneſday go. We found company enough 
in our inn at Helvet/luys, genteel, good-natured 
and ſenfible, But finding nor converſation was 
not ſuited to their taſte, we only dined with 
them on this and the following days. Both 
on this, Thurſday and Friday, the wind was quite 
Li contrary: but otherwiſe we could not have 

| failed, for it blew a ſtorm. So I took the oppor- 
F tunity of writing a fermon for the magazine. 
| Saturday, September 2, The ſtorm abating, we 
41 ſet ſail abont nine, though the wind was contrary» 

a But in the afternoon it fell calm, The rolling of 
F the ſhip made us ſick, I myſelf was ſick a few 

\ minutes: Mr, Broadbent, (by times) for ſome. 
, hours: Mr. Brackenbury (who did not expect to 
be ſick at all) almoſt from the beginning of the 
voyage to the end, 1 * 

Sunday g. When we had been twenty Four 

hours on board, we were ſcarce come a third df 
| our way. I judged we ſhould not get on, unleſs 7 
I preached, which I therefore did, between two _ \ 
and three in the afternoon, on It is appointed for 
* men once to die; and I believe all wgre affected 
for the preſent, Afterwards we had 4 fair wind 
for ſeveral hours: but it then fell dead calm 


2 is | "Wa again, 
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again. This did not laſt long: for as ſoon as pray- 
er was over, a freſh breeze ſprung up, and brought 
us into the bay, It omg then dark, we caſt 
anchor: and it was well: for at ten at night, we 
had a violent ſtorm, I expected little reſt : but I | 
prayed, and God anſwered: ſo that I flept ſound | 
till my uſual hour, fouro'clock. The wind being | 
again quite contrary, we were obliged to tack 
continually: but about nine were brought ſafe 
to Harwich. After reſting about an hour we 
took chaiſe, and about one came to Coltheſter : 
where Mr. Brackenbury being exceeding weak, we 
thought it beſt to ſtay till the morning. 

In the evening the houſe was throughly filled : * 
and many received the truth in the love thereof; 
ſo that I did not at all regret my ſtopping here. 
Setting out early in the morning, Tueſday 3. I 
reached London before one o'clock, and tranſatted 
moſt of my buſineſs in the afternoon. In the 
evening I preached on Pſalm xxix. , 10. and 
the voice of the Lord was indeed” with power. 
Wedneſday b. I anſwered my letters and on 
Thurſday 7, ſet out for Briſtol. | 

In the evening I preached at Newbury, It 
"rained and blew vehemently : yet the houſe was 
 throughly filled; and'I found uncommon liberty 6 
in pulhing the enquiry, © Who of you are build- £Y 
ing on the ſand, and who upon a rock?” Friday A 
8. in the evening I preached at Bath, to a more 
numerous congregation than I expected: and 
more ſerious, for 1 do not find there were any 
careleſs or inattentive hearers, Saturday g. We 
had a good congregation at five; although the 
weather continued ftormy, Afterward I ſearched | 
to the bottom, a ſtory I had heard in part, and : 
Found it another * tale of real woe.” TWO of ur 
Society had lived together in uncommon har- | 
mony: When one who met in Band with E. F. 
ta whom ſhe had mentioned, that ſhe had “ found 
à @ temptation toward Dr. F.“ went and told her 
_ "huſband, « ſhe was in love with him; and that ſhe 
had it from her own mouth,” The ſpirit of 
8 | jealouſy 


u 1 


5 jealouſy ſeized him in a moment, and utterly 


took away his reaſon, And ſome one telling 
him, „His wife was at Dr. F's (on whom ſhe had 
called that afternoon) he took a great ſtick, and 
ran away; and meeting her in the ſtreet, called: 
out * Strumpet ; Strumpet!” and ſtruek her 
twice or thrice, He is now throughly convinced 
of her innocence j but the water cannot be ga» 
thered up again? He ſticks there, „I do 


throughly forgive you, but I can never love 
_ you more.“ | 


Sunday 10. Our ſervice began at ten, Mr. 
Creighton (whoſe health is a little recovered, by 
reſt, and drinking the mineral waters, read. pray - 


ers, and afliſted at the ſacrament. | I preached on 
Ine children are brought to the birth; and there is not 


Aren 


th to bring forth, At half an hour paſt two 
we bad a far larger congregation,” and LI think. 
equally ſerious: on whom 1 inforced the exhor- 

tation, Come unto me, all ye that are weary and 


. keavy laden. In the evening I opened and largely 


applied thoſe words in the goſpel for the day, 


Verity I fay unto you, many prophets and kings have 


defired to fee the things which ye ſee, and have not 


ſeen them, and to hear thoſe things that ye hear, and 


have not heard them. | 
Monday 11. Leaving the Society here welk 
united together, I went on and preached at 
Briſtol in the evening. And on. 'Tuelday 12, 
retired to a ſriend's houſe, Where I went on in 
Mr. F life without interruption.. But on Wed- 
neſday 13. I could not reſiſt the deſire of my 
friends, to preach at Temple Church in the even- 
ing. 1 never ſaw it ſo full in an evening before,. 


nor felt ſo much of the power of God there. 


Friday 15. I had much fatisfaftion in the 
evening at the Chapel in Guinea Street. It was. 
throughly filled, and molt of the people ſeemed: 
much affected, while. from Heb. 12. 1.) 1 del- 
eribed what I take to be the chief. beſetting, fins. 


of Briftol. Love of money, and love of eale, 


Indeed God. has already wrought.a great delive- 
| | B 3 Tance: 


* 
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"and on | 
now applied myſelf in earneſt to the writing of 


t u8 | 


rance for many of them: and we hope a far greater 


will enſue. | 
Sunday 17. I K nong morning and evening 
and in the afternoon, at Kingswood, 
where the work of God ſeems to ſtand nearly at 
one ſtay ; not ſenſibly increaſing or Scores Bo 
On Monday, Tueſday and Wednefday, I met the 
Claſſes at Briſtol, and on the remaining days of 
the week tranſcribed the Society, conſiderably 
increaſed ſince laſt year, and I hope in grace as 
well as in number. 5 | 

Saturday 23, I read the General plan of 
Monſieur Gebalin's vaſt work, deſigned to conſiſt 
of twelve very large quarto volumes : eight of 
which are publiſhed. The Primitive World ana- 
lized and compared with the Modern. He is a 


man of ſtrong underſtanding, boundleſs imagi- 


nation, and —_— induſtry, I think his firſt 
volume is a beautiful caſtle in the air. I admire 
it; but I do not believe one word of it, becauſe 
it is wholly built on the authority of Sanchonta- 
thon, whom no one could ever yet prove to have 
had a being. And I fear, he was a Heiſt, 1. 
Becauſe he no where lays the leaſt ſtreſs upon 
the Bible: 2. Becauſe he ſuppoſes the original 
confuſion of tongues to have been a merely 
natural event. Sunday 24. God was eminently 


prelent with us at the morning-fervice as well 


as at Temple Church in the afternoon, which I 
never ſaw ſo filled before: which is not at all 
ſtrange, conſidering the ſpirit of the Vicar, and 
the indefatigable pains which he takes with rich 
and poor. At five I took the opportunity of a 
fair evening, to preach once more near King's 
Square : and once more I declared to a huge 
multitude the whole counſel of God. | 
Monday 25. We took coach in the afternoon, 
Tuciday morning reached London. I 


Mr. Fletcher's life, having procured the beſt mate - 


rials I could. To this I dedicated all the time. I 1 


could fpare, till November, from five in the 
8 5 morning, 


here is now finiſhed, 
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morning, till eight at night. Theſe are my ſtudy- 
ing hours, I cannot write longer in a day without 
hurting my eyes. | | 

Saturday 31. I went to bed at my uſual time, 
half an hour paſt nine, and to my own feeling, 
in perfect health. But juſt at twelve I was 
waked by an impetuous flux, which did not ſuf- 
fer me to reſt many minutes together. Finding 
it rather increaſed than decreaſed, though (what 
I-never knew before} without its old companion 
the cramp, I ſent for Dr. Whitehead, He came 


about four: and by the bleſſing of God in three 


hours I was as well as ever. Nor did I find the 
leaſt weaknefs or faintneſs, but preached morn- 
ing and afternoon, and met the Society in the 
evening, without any wearineſs. Of ſuch a 
one, I would boldly ſay with the ſon of Sirach, 
Honour the Phylician, for God hath appointed him. 
Monday 2. — to Chatham, and had much 
comfort with the loving, ſerious congregation in 
the evening, as well as at five in the morning. 
Tueſday g. We then ran down with a fair, plea- 
ſant wind to rg r The Preaching-houſe 
ut by means never heard 
of. The building was undertaken a few months 
fince, by a little handfull of men: without any 
probable means of finiſhing it. But God fo 
moved the hearts of the people in the dock, that 
even thoſe who did not pretend to any religion, 
carpenters, ſhipwrights, ee ran up, at all 
their vacant hours, and worked with all their 
might, without any pay! By this means a large 
fquare houſe was ſoon elegantly finiſhed, both 
within and without. And it is the neateſt build- 
ing, next to the New Chapel in London, ofrany in 
the South of England. | 


I preached im the evening on Stand ye in the old 


paths, to a lovely congregation, and then ſhewed 


the Society, of how great importance it was, That 
their light ſhould ſhine before men. And indeed it 
does ſhine. They are of ' one heart and of one 


mind, ſtriving for the hope of the- goſpel, 1 


preached 
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preached at Chatham on Thurſday evening, and 
the next day, Friday 6, returned to London. 

Tueſday 10. Having promiſed to preach in 
their new houſe at Lynn, I thought it beſt to go, 
while the good weather continued, I had ordered 
two places to be taken in the coach, which would. 
have reached Lynn on Tueſday noon. But my 
mellenger mending my orders, took them in the 
Diligence, which came in between nine and ten 
at night. By this means I loſt one of three 
evenings, which I propoſed to ſpend there. 

I ſpent Wedneſday and Thurſday with much 
fatisfaftion with a very loving and lively people, 
increaſing in grace as well as in number, and: 
 adorning the defrine of God our Saviour. I 
had appointed 40 preach Mrs. Shewell's funeral 
ſermon at Bamet on Friday evening. And as we 
had only two light ſons in the diligence, and 
no baggage, I Sed we ſhould have come in 
time. But they were vain hopes. We did not 
reach Hodsdon, till after ſunſet. I then took a 
poſt chaiſe; for the Diligence went the other 
road, But as we had a rough by-road acroſs the. 
country, without either moon or ſtars, we could. 
not reach the chapel, till half an hour after ſeven, 
About half the congregation were gone away, an 
officious man having informed them, I would not 
come. With the other half, which pretty well: 
filled the houfe, we had a ſolemn opportunity. 

So I have lived to ſee the large family at Had- 
ky, two brothers and three ſiſters, all remoyed.. 
So does the carth drop. its inhabitants, as the 
tree its leaves,” 

Monday 16. I went to Hinxworthand preached 
in the evening to. a more numerous congregation: 
than I ever had ſeen there before. At length: 
Miſs Harvey ſees ſome fruit of all the pains ſhe 
has taken. Tueſday 17. I met her poor Ehi}- 
dren in the morning, twenty of whom ſhe keeps 
at ſchool in the village, as ſhe is unwearied in 
doing good. In the evening L preached in Mr, 
Hicks's church at Waſtlingworths. I have not _ 
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ſuch a congregation there for many years. Nei- 
ther have I found ſo much of the power of God. 
Surely all our labour here will not be in vain. 
Thurſday 19. I returned to Londen. In this 
journey I had a full ſight of Lord Salifbury's feat 
at Hatfield, The park is delightful. Both the 
fronts of the houſe are very handſome, though. 
antique, The hall, the aſſembly room, and the 
gallery are grand and beautiful, The chapel 1s 
extremely pretty, But the furniture in general, 
(excepting the pictures, many of which are 
originals) is juſt ſuch as I ſhould expect in a 
gentleman's houſe of five hundred a year. 
Sunday 22. I preached at Weſt Street, morning 
and afternoon, and at Althallow's Church in the 
evening. It was much crowded : and gave us ſo 
remarkable a bleſſing, as I ſcarce ever found at 
that church. Tueſday 24. I met the Clalles at 
1 and was vehemently importuned, to 
order the Sunday ſervice in our room, at the ſame 
time with that of the church. It is eaſy to ſee, 
that this would be a formal ſeparation from the 
church. We fixed both our morning and even. 
ing ſervice all over England, at fuch hours as not 
to interfere with the church: with this very de- 
{ign, that thole of, the church, if they choſe it, 
might attend both the one and the other. But to 
fix it at the ſamehour, is obliging them to ſe- 
parate, either from the church or us. And this 1 | 
judge to be not only inexpedient, but totally un- 
lawful for me to do. | 
Wedneſday 25. I went to Brentford, but had 
little comfort there. The Society is almoſt 
dwindled to nothing, What have we gained, 
by ſeparating from the church here? Is not this 
a good leffon for others? | 
Thurſday 26. Mr. Hotbyook carried us to Ham- 
ton-Court, far the fineſt 2 which the King of 
England has. The buildings are a little town, 
and nothing can be pleaſanter than the park. 
But above all, the three fronts of the houſe, the 
ftair-caſe and the furniture and pictures in the 
apartments, arc worthy of a King, and not 
equalled 


1 
equalled by any in the kingdom in ſome oo, . 
not by Blenheim itfelf: which exceeds it only in 
its front, in tapeſtry, and in ſhockingly immodeſt 
pictures. N 
In the evening I preached to a large and ſerioug - 1X 
congregation at Wandſworth, F think it was 1 
about two in the morning, that a dog began 
howling under our window in a moſt uncommon . 
manner. We could not ſtop him by any means. Si 
Juſt then William B——r died. ; | 
Friday 27. I preached once' more at Barnet, 
probably for the laſt time. Sunday 29. After 
preaching at Veſt Street, I went directly to St. 
Giles's, where I preached before I went abroad ( 
two or three and fifty years ago. And are _ 
not paſt as a watch in the night? My ſubje 
was, the 7oy in heaven over one ſinner that repenteth. 
And truly God confirmed his word. Many 
ſeemed to be partakers of that joy. Anda ſolemn 
awe ſat on the whole congregation. 1 | 
Monday g1. And the enſuing days I viſited the 
Claſſes, I was careful to take an exact account 
of the Society, I was ſurprized to find only a : 
hundred and fifty-nine, I thought they had been 
double the number. I hope by the aſſiſtance of 
God, within four months, to ſee that none of | 


theſe want either food or raiment. i 
Friday, November 3. Taking the advantage of 1 
a moonlight evening, I went down to the fb 
chapel in Redriff. I never ſaw it ſo well filled þ 
before, nor with ſuch ſerious and attentive hear« * | 
ers. Is any thing too hard for God ? Shall this 4 h 
wilderneſs bloſſom and bud as the roſe? + bt 
Sunday g. 1 buried the remains of John Cow- 4 
meadow, another martyr to loud and long preach- 
ing. To ſave his life, if poſſible, when he was 
half dead, I took him to travel with me. But it y 
was too late, He revived a little, but ſoon re- (| 
lapfed, and after a few months, died in peace, | 
He had the ornameat of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
and was of an excmplary behaviour. N 
Tueſday 


l 


Tueſday 7. I viſited the Claſſes and found 
them much increaſed both in 18 55 and number. 
The houſe was, as uſual, well fil 


ed in the evening, 
and many were refreſhed and comforted. | 


Thurſday 9. In the evening I preached at 

) Stratford. And underſtanding I had many good 
| fort of people to deal with, I endeavoured to 
| ſtir them up, by ſtrongly ſhewing what it is to 


«a Build upon a rock : after ſhewing them the various 

b. ways whereby the generality of good men (ſo cal- 
_ uſually build upon the ſand, : 

unday 12. I preached morning and afternoon 


for the uſe of our little Charity-School, where 
' > forty boys and twenty girls are trained up both 
| for this world and the world to come. | 

Monday 1g. I retired for a few days to High- 
bury Place, that I might go on in my work with- 
out interruption. I returned to town on Thurſ- 
day 16, and after preaching on 1 Tim, vi, 20, 
had a comfortable meeting with the Bands. 
Their ſhyneſs is vaniſhed away: and we have ' 
only one mconvenience: we have not time to 
hear all thoſe that are willing to ſpeak, 


Sunday 26. After officiating at t Street morn- 


| ing and afternoon, I took coach at ſeven in the 
evenin 
. 


4 We had a clear, pleaſant night, and 
reached Norwich, about eleven on Monday the 


27th. I found all things in peace, through the 
. zeal and prudence of Jaſper Robinſon and his 
E fellow labourers. The congregation in the even- 
ing was nearly as large as it uſually is on Sun» 
AF day. And more than twice as large at fix in the 
* morning, as it is accuſtomed to be. Tueſday 23. 
1 About noon I preached at Cayſter, a little town 
twenty miles Eaſt of Vorwich, to a little ſerious 
| congregation, the * art of them ſeemed to 
5 be ripe for a bleſſing. The houſe at Yar nouth 


(i was throughly filled in the evening, and many 


attended in the morning likewiſe, Once more 


the combatants here have laid down their arms, 


and ſolemaly promiſe to continue in peace and | 
love, 


Wed neſday 
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Wedneſday and Thurſday I ſpent comfortably 
at Loftof, among a quiet, loving people. Friday ih 
December 1. I took a ſolemn leave of them at 
fix. At nine I preached at North Cove, with 
much inlargement of ſpirit, and about eleven at. | 
Beccles, to mare than their Preaching-houſe could ; 
contain. And all of them appeared as ſerious | 
and attentive as the congregation at Yarmouth, | 
In the evening there ſeemed to be a conſiderable « 
ſhaking even among the dry bones at - Loddon e 
-and ſuch a company attended at Mr, Cri/þ's in the 
morning, as I never ſaw there before. 

Saturday 2. I returned to Harwich, and was 
much pleaſed in the evening with the largeneſs 
and ſeriouſneſs of the congregation. Sunday g. 2 
1 adminiſtered the Lord's Supper at eight, and 4 
afterwards attended our Pariſh Church. Beſides 4 
the little company that went with me, and the ' 
Clerk and Miniſter, I think we had five men | 
and fix women. And this is a Chriſtian country, of 

Our houſe could in'no wile contain the con- . 4 
gregation, either in the afternoon or in the even- = 
ing. And at both times, great was the power 
of God in the midſt of them. I have not ſeen for 
many years ſuch a proſpett of doing good in 
this city. | 

Monday 2. I was ſtrongly impoituned by our 
friends at Long Stratten, to give them a ſermon 
there. I heard of a young woman in that country 
who had uncommon fits, and of one that had _ 
lately preached, but I did not know, that it was 
one and the ſame perſon, I found her in the 

very houſe to which I went, and went and talked 
with her at large. 1 was ſurprized : Sarak Mallet, 
two or three and twenty years old, is of the ſame 
ſize that Jane Cooper was, and is I think, full as 
much devoted to God, and of as ſtrong an under- 
ſtanding. But ſhe is not likely to live; having ; 
a ſpecies of conſumption which I believe is never 8 
cured. Of the following relation which ſhe gave 
me, there are numberleſs witnelles, 
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Some years ſince, it was ſtrongly impreſt upon 
her, that ſhe ought to call finners to repentance. 
This impreſhon ſhe vehemently reliſted, be- 
lieving herſelf quite unqualified, both by her fin, 
and her ignorance: till it was ſuggeſted, “If you 
do it not willingly, you ſhall do it whether you 
will or no.“ She fell into a fit, and while ut- 
terly ſenſeleſs, thought ſhe was in the preaching 
houſe in Loweſtoff, where ſhe prayed and preached 
for near an hour, to a numerous congregations 
She'then opened her eyes, and recovered her 
ſenſes. In a year or two ſhe had eighteen of 
theſe fits: in every one of which ſhe imagined 
herſelf to be preaching in one or another congre- 
gation, She then cried out, Lord, I will obey. 
thee, I wilt call finners to repentance,” She has 
done ſo occaſionally from that time. And her 
fits returned no more. | | 

I preached at one to as many as the houſe 
could contain, of people that ſeemed ready pre- 
pared for the Lord. In the evening the hearts 
of the whole congregation at Norwich ſeemed to 
be bowed as the heart of one man. I ſcarce ever 
ſaw them ſo moved. Surely God will revive his 
work in this place, and we ſhall not always find 
it ſo cold and comfortleſs as it has long been. 

Tueſday 3. In the afternoon, I took coach 
again, and returned to London at eight on Wed- 
neſday morning, All the time I could fave to 
the end of the week J ſpent in tranſcribing the 
Society, a dull, but neceſſary work, which I have 
taken upon mylelf once à year for near theſe 
fifty years. 1 ö # 

Wedneſday 1g. I retired to Peckam, where the 
next evening I preached to as many as the houſe 
would well contain, and found much liberty of 
ſpirit in enforcing upon them, the glorying only 
in the croſs of Chriſt, Saturday 16, I returned 
to London, : 

Sunday 17. We had (as uſual) a very ſolemn 
and comfortable ſeaſon at Spitalfields, © Wed- 


nelday 20, J * Highbury- Place But 


how 
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how changed! Where are the three amiable 


ſiſters ? One is returned to her Father: one de- 
prived of her reaſon; and one in Abraham's 
boſom ! | wa "$a 

Saturday 2g, By great importunity I was in- 
; duced (having little hope of doing good) to viſit 
two of the felons in Newgate, who lay under 
fentence of death. They appeared ſerious : but 
I can lay little ſtreſs on appearances of this kind, 


However I wrote in their behalf, to a great man, 


And perhaps it was in conſequence of this, that 
they had a reprieve. | es 


Sunday 24. I was defired to preach at the 


Old Fewry. But the church was cold, and ſo was 
the congregation, We had a congregation of 
another kind the next day, Chriſtmas-Day, at 
four in the morning, as well as five in the even- 
ing at the New Chapel, and at Weſt Street 
Chapel about noon, , . 
Sunday 31. From: thoſe words of Tfaiah to 
Hezekiah, Set thy houſe in order, I ſtrongly exhorted 
all who had not done it already, to ſettle their 
temporal affairs without delay, *Tis a ſtrange 
madneſs which ſtill poſſeſſes many, that are in 
other reſpetts men, of underſtanding, who put 
this off from day to day, till death comes in an 
hour when they looked not for it. 


Monday, January 1, 1787. We began the ſer- 
vice at four in the morning, to an unuſually large 
congregation. We had another comfortable op- 
portunnr.y at the New Chapel at the uſual hour, 
and a third in the evening at Weſt Street, Tueſday 


2. I went over to Deptford : but it ſeemed. I was 


got into a den of lions. Moſt of the leading 
men of the Society, were mad for ſeparating 
from the church, I endeavoured to reaſon with 
them, but in vain; they had neither ſenſe nor 
even good manners left, At length, after meet- 

ing the whole Society, I told them, „If you are 
relolved, you may have your ſervice in church- 
hours, But remember! From that time, you will 


fee. 


Cw 1 


fee my face no more.” This ſtruck deep: and: 
h from that hour I have heard no more of ſeparating 
* from the church. : . be 
| Friday 3, and in the vacant hours of the fol- 
FE. towing days, I read Dr. Hunter's Lectures. They 
I are very lively and ingenious, The language is 
ood, and the thoughts generally juſt, But they 
o not all ſuit my taſte. I do not admire that 
florid way of writing. Good ſenſe does not need 


1: to be ſo ſtudiouſly adorned, I love St. John's 
ale. . ſtile, as well as matter, i 2 1 

* Sunday 7. At the deſire of many of our friends, 

; we began that ſolemn work of renewing our 

We cats covenant with God at three in the afternoon, two” 


| hours earlier than uſual, . > 
4 Monday 8, and the. four following days, I 1 
* went a begging for the poor, I hoped to be 
able to provide food and raiment for thoſe of the 
Society, who were in preſſing want yet had no 

: eekly allowance, Theſe were about two hun- 
> BY red, But I was much diſappointed, Six. or 
ſeven indeed of our brethren gave ten pounds + 
a-piece, If forty or fifty had done this, I could 
P. have carried my deſign into execution. How- 
ever, much good was done with two hundred 
pounds, and many ſorrowful hearts made glad. 


| 9 Sunday 21. I preached at St. Swithin's Church, 
3 to a numerous and ſerious congregation, Thurſ- 
„ day 25, L went to Dorking, and * a lively 


and well eſtabliſhed people. Saturday 27, I be- 
gan the W work of meeting the Claſſes in 


4 ö London. Friday, February 2. I endeavoured to 
15 reconcile two of our brethren that were at vari- 
|. ance, And one of them was very willing: but 
4. the other raged like a bear 'bercaved of her 
I's . whelps. * 
ls Sunday 4. While I applied the parable of the 


2 ſower at the New Chapel, God was with us of a 
| f truth. The ſtout hearted trembled: as they did 
likewiſe in the evening, while. I. applied, Many: 
\ are called, but few. choſen, . | 
4 5 3 | C 2 Wedneſdays 


[ 1 
"Wedneſday 7. I preached at Brentford, (and 
in the morning :) Thurſday evening at Lambeth, 
At both places. 6 
to be forgetful hearers, but doers of the word. 


Being 3 deſired by our brethren at 


Newark, one hundred and twenty-four miles from 
London, to come and open their new houſe, I took 
the mail coach Friday q. in the evening and reach- 
ed Newark the next day about four in the after- 
noon, But having a great cold, and ſo hoarſe that 
I could not preach; I defired Mr. Mather to 
ſupply my place, till I had recovered my voice, 

| — 11. Having ee recovered my voice, 
I preached in the new houſe at nine, 5 
chearful A and gave notice of preaching, 
at five in the afternoon, But it was not long 
before I received a meſſage from the Mayor, to 
defire me, to begin preaching a little later, that 
Himſelf and ſeveral of the Aldermen, might the 
more conveniently attend, They all came at 
' Half an hour paſt five, and as many people as 
could poſſibly ſqueeze in. And God opened my 
mouth to ſpeak ſtrong words and the hearts of 
many. to receive them. Surely God will have a 
people in this place, that will adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour, b 

Monday 12. There being no places to be had 
in the York coach, Mr. Broadbent and I went 
acroſs the country to Hinkley, I now enquired, 
concerning the poor wretch who when I was 
here laſt, while he was praying God to damn his 
eyes, was in the inſtant {truck blind. So it ſeems, 
he continued for ſome time, But as ſoon as he 
xecovefed his fight, he was juſt as prophane as, 
before, Although it rained and the people had no. 
notice till we came, yet the Preaching-houſe was 
quickly filled. And many, I believe, were filled 
with peace aud joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 


- Tueſday 13. Leaving the Society here much 


alive to God, I went on to Coventry, Here find- 

ing places vacant in the Liverpool mail coach, we. 

ſet- out in the evening, and reached London the 
. 1 next 


** 


found many who promiſe not 


evening reached Exeter a little after ten o'clock. - 
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next morning Wedneſday 14. Thurfday 137 


F: preached at Deptford, and was agreeably ſur- 

rized, to find the threatning ſtorm blown over, - 
and all our brethren in peace and love with each 
other. From hence on Friday 16, I went to- 
Rot herithe, Which uſed to be one of the moſt. 
uncomfortable places in Exgland. But it Was far 
otherwiſe now. Many of the people ſeemed. 
much alive to God. . And.his preſence was mani- - 
feſted in the congregation, in a very uncommon - 
manner. . 1 

Saturday 17, I went on in reading that odd 

book intitled, A Chineſe Fragment.” As to the 
Chineſe themſelves, . I believe they are almoſt as 
religious, but nothing near ſo honeſt as the Turks. - 


So that I account the contraſting. them with the 


Chriſtians, to be a mere pious fraud. Du Halde's : 
word IL will.not take for a ſtraw. - But there are 
many and juſt remarks in the Treatiſe, to which 


few impartial men would have any objection, in 


whatever form they were propoled. = 
- Sunday, 18. The power of God was, as uſual, . 
eminently preſent during the ſervice at Spitalfields. - 


In the evening 1 met the ſingle women of the 


Society, and adviſed them to make full uſe of the - 


advantages they enjoy. But 1 doubt, not many / 


had ears to hear: ws 
« For when had youth the leiſure to be wiſe p? 
Friday 2g. I met our family, and was pleaſed { 


to find, that we are a family of love. There is 


not at preſent one jarring ſtring, but we all hold 


the unity of the ſpirit in the hond of peace,. 


Sunday 25. After taking à ſolemn leave of 
our friends, both at Weſt Street and the New 
Chapel, I took the mail coach, and the next 


Tueſday 27. We went on to Plymouth-Dock : the : 
large, new houſe far the beſt in the Weſt of Eng- - 


land, was well filled, though on fo ſhort a warn- - 


C8, 2 ing; 


Co 1 
ing: and they ſcemed cordially to receive the ex. 
hortation, Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 
I had the latisfaction to find-the Society here 
in a more flouriſhing ſtate than ever. Notwith- 
ſtanding all the pains that have been taken, and 
all the art that has been uſed to tear them aſunder, 
they cleave cloſe together, and conſequently in- 
creaſe in number as well as in ſtrength. a 
W'edneſday 28. We went over to Plymouth, 
and found the Sotiety doubled ſince I was here 
before. And they are both more loving than they 
were then, and more carneſt to ſave their ſouls. 
It rained moſt of the afternoon. However we had 
a crouded congregation in the evening. And all of 
them feemed to feel, that God was in the midſt of 
them, for his word was ſharper than a two edged 
{word, In conſequence of this, a large number 
atended at five on Thurſday morning, March 1. 
Surely this is a time of love for poor Plymouth 
alſo. O that they may know the day of their 
viſitation |! | 
In the evening I preached again at the Dock. 
And again the power of God was preſent to heal. 
The people ſeemed to be all ſtruck, while I opened 
and ſtrongly 8 the parable of the ſower: 
eſpecially while J was warning them, to beware of 
the cares of the world, and the deferes of other things. 
Friday 2. I was deſired to go over to Tar- 
point, a village on the Corniſi ſide of the water. 
We were attended by a large company from the 
Dock, and a great multitude from al quarters. 
1 ſuppoſe a great part of theſe had never heard 
| this ſort of preaching before. They now heard 
with inexpreſlible attention. And I believe not 
in vain, God opened, as it were, the windows 
of heaven, and ſent a gracious rain upon his in- 
heritance. I am in hopes, a plentiful harveſt 
3 ſpring from the ſeed which was ſown this 
our. | | 
In the afternoon I went over to Plymouth, and 
drank tca at Mr. Hooker's, the Miniſtes ym 
| | ; cw 
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New Church. He feems to be a man of an er 
cellent ſpirit, and is a pattern to all the Clergy 
round about. It rained all the evening: but that 
did not hinder the houfe from being throughly 
filled, with people that heard as for life, Fhis- 
congregation likewiſe ſeemed to be, all but 
their attention dead.” The like has hardly been 
ſeen here before. What! is God about to work 
in Plymouth al ſo! of 
Saturday 3. Many attended at five in the 
morning, although it rained-ſharply., It likewiſe. 
blew a ſtorm. So it did all the day, as well as- 
in the evenin The houſe. was then crouded- 
indeed: yet there was attentian- ſtill as night. 
But God uttered his voice; yea and that a might 
voice, inſomuch that the ſtout-hearted trembled.. 
And it ſeemed, as if he would ſend none empty 
away. But of theſe too, though many. were cat-- 
ted, I fear, few were chofer. | 
Sunday 4- I began the ſervice at half an hour 


| paſt nine, and concluded it before one. I ſu 


ole ſuch a number of communtcants were never 
Ren before at Plymouth-Dock.. But there was 
no diſorder or hurry at all. There was more 
difficulty in the evening. The throng. was ſo 


great, that it was impoſſible for me to get throu 


them to the pulpit. So at length they made ſhift | 
to lift me over the ſeats, Again God ſpoke in his 


- word, I believe to all that could get in; but ſome 


could not, and were conſtrained to go away. 
Monday 5. The houſe was well filled again, 
both above and below. And after a ſolemn 
arting we took coach at fix, leaving ſuch a 
8 behind us, as was never kindled here before. 
God grant it may never be put out No 
We reached Exeter between two and three. In 


- the evening I preached on By Foot ye are ſaved 
| 


through faith, to as many as could poſſibly ſqueeze 
into the room, It was a glorious opportunity. 
God uttered his voice, a that a mighty one, 
It ſeemed to break the rocks in pieces, to make 


_ the ſtout hearted tremble, 1 know not that L 
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wver ſaw ſuch an impreſſion made on the people 
of Exeter before.. .. . | | 
WMedneſday 7. It rained much while we were 

at Plymouth and at the Dock, and moſt of the way 
from the Dock to Exeter. But we had lovely 
,  weather.to day, and came into. Bath early in the 
evening. So. crouded a houſe. I had not ſeen: 
here for many years. I fully delivered my own 
ſoul, by ſtrongly enforcing thoſe awful words, 
Many are called, but few are.chofen, I believe the 
word -ſunk deep into many hearts. The next 
evening we had another large congregation equal! 
ſerious. Thurſday 8. I went on to. Briſtol, and 
the ſame afternoon Mrs, Fletcher came thither 
from Madeley. Ihe congregation in the evening 
was exceeding large. I took knowledge, what 
ſpirit they were of. Indeed the work of God. 
has much increaſed in Briſtol ſince I was here laſt, 
eſpecially among the young men, many of whom. 
are a pattern to all the Society, | & 
Friday 9. I went over to AKingswood, and found : 
the ſchool in a better ſtate than I expected, con- 
ſidering the want of a ſecond. maſter, which they 
had for ſome time laboured under. | 
Saturday 10. 1 had the pleaſure of an hour's 
converſation with Mrs. Fletcher. She appears 
to be ſwiftly growing in grace and ripening for-a 
better world. I encouraged her to do all the 
good ſhe could, during her ſhort ſtay in Briſtol. 
photon gs ſhe met in the following week, as 
many of the Claſſes as her time and. ſtrength . 
would permit. And her words were as fire, 
ie both light and heat to the heœarts of all 
that heard her. . ; 

Sunday 11. We. had. a ſolemn ſeaſon at the 
room, both in the 'morning and' evening: and 
alſo in the afternoon, at Aingswood © where the 
work of God revives as 2 as at Briſtol. IF 


ſtrongly warned the people of Briſtol of their in- 
dolence, through which the preacher had twelve, 
ten or five hearers in a morning: and adviſed 
them to ſhake it off, Many of them did ſo: and 

þ . | - 4 3 9 1 ſ.rp poſe 2 


Tre | | I Bs : 
I ſuppaſe we had three hundred on Monday morn- 
ing; one hundred and fifty on Saturday, and 
1 between two and three hundred every morning 
| of the week beſides. 
> Zh Monday 12, and on the four days following, 
| I met the Society. They were conſiderably in- 
 creaſed' both in grace and number. In the even- 
ing we had a Sunday's congregation, and a very 
uncommon pouring out of the ipirit. If this con- 
tinues, the Society in Briſtol will ſoon vie with 
that in Dublin. On "Thurſday 16. we had ſuch 
another ſhower of grace, Many were wounded 
| and many healed, Yeſterday that bleſſed faint, 
i Sarah Bulgin, went to reſt, in the full triumph of 
| faith. Sunday 18, I preached her funeral ſer- 
F i mon to a liſtening multitude, and had ſuch a 
number of communicants, as was never feen to- 
| gether at Briſtol room before. In the evening 
we had a love-fealt; at which Mrs. Fletcher 
ſimply declared her preſent experience. I know 
no one that is ſo changed for the better in a few 
years, even in her manner of ſpeaking. It is 
now {mooth, eaſy and natural, even when the 
ſenſe is deep and ſtrong, * 2/4 £1 
; Monday 19. I left Ariſtol with much ſatis- 
? faction, ex Ging to hear of a plentiful harveſt 
3 there: and in the evening preached. at Stroud. 
* The houſe was unuſually filled both with people 
and with the power of God. Tueſday 20, We 
had a large congregation at five, Aſterwards I. 
met the Select Society, many of them enjoying 
the pure love of God, and conſtantly walking 
in the light of his countenance, We then 
viſited one that was always ſick and in pain, and 
always rejoicing in God, Another man we 
| found nearly in the- ſame condition; always af- 
7 flicted, and always happy. Mrs. Wathen a few- 
doors from them, left by a moſt affectionate huſ- 
band with ſix children, is a pattern to all about 
her. I walked from hence through one of the 
lovelieſt valleys I ever ſaw, running with a clear 
ſtream in the midſt, of it, between two lofty N 
| | ruitrut 


J. 
fruitful mountains, ſprinkled all over with little 
white houſes. Between eleven and twelve 1 
reached Cirenceſter, and nolarger place being to be 
procured, I preached at one 1n our own room, to 
as many as could hear, either in or near it. And 
the labour was not loſt: they all drunk in the 
word, as the thirſty earth the ſhowers. | 
In the evening I preached to a multitude of 
cople in the Tall-booth at Gloſter. High- and 
ow, rich and poor behaved well. I truſt a good 
bleſſing is coming to Glofter alſo, 

Wedneſday We had a numerous congre- 
gation at fix, on whom I ſtrongly inforced the 
great ſalvation, About eleven 7 had the ſatis- 
faction of ſpending an hour with the Biſhop, 
a ſenſible, candid, and I hope, pious man, The 
palace in which he lives (once the -priory,) 1s a 
venerable place, quite retired and elegant, though 
not ſplendid. The chapel, in particular, fitted 
up by good Biſhop Benſon : the hall is noble, as | 
are alſo two or three of the bedchambers. But 
how ſoon muſt all theſe change their poſſeſſor ! 
Finding vrejudice was now laid aſleep, the 

* tide running the contrary way, our Kiende 
thought, it time to prepare for building their 
Preaching-houſe, and a hundred pounds are 
already ſubſcribed. In the evening I preached 
C's a larger congregation than ever; but all was 

„ill as night. And once more in the morning, 
on Whoſoever doth the will of God, is my brother, 
fefter and mother. | | 
Thurfday 22. About noon I preached at 
Fewkſbury, to the largeſt congregation I have ſeen 
there for many years. And in the v to 
our lovely and loving people at Worceſter, plain, 
old, genuine Methodifts, N | | 

Friday 2g. Notice having been given, though 

without my knowledge, I went over to Stowport, 
a ſmall, new built village, almoſt equally diſtant 6 
from Bewdly and from Kidderminſter. 1 had ſeen 
Mr. Heath before, (a middle-aged Clergynian,- 
ho is going over to Cokeſbury college, and is I. 
TOR believe, 


1 8 


. 4 a friend) on 2 Cor. v. 
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believe, throughly qualified to preſide there) L 


met his wife and two daughters here, which are 
uite willing to bear him company. And I think 
Je tempers and manners, ſo © winning ſoft, ſo 
amiably mild,” will do him honour wherever 
they come. Fe T4 
At noon, abundance of people being gathered 


together from all parts, I preached on Iſaiah liii. 


6, 7. We have not had ſuch an opportunity 
ſince we left Briſtol, The ſtout hearted trembled :. 
and every, one ſeemed almoſt perſuaded. to be a 
Chriſtian. The congregation at Morceſter in the 
evening ſeemed to be of the ſame ſpirit. And 
God ſpoke to every heart. 
Saturday 24. I went on to Birmingham: but 
my hoarſeneſs increaſed, ſo that I was afraid, the 
people would not hear me in the evening. But 
they did, though the congregation was uncom- 
monly large. Sunday 25. Having promiſed to 
read prayers and adminiſter the ſacrament, I 
knew not how I ſhould do. But as we were 
going to the houſe, Mr. Heath, juſt come to town, 
overtook us. So he read prayers, and aſſiſted me 
in delivering the ſacrament to ſeven or eight 
hundred communicants. ; | 
In the evening the houſe at Birmingham, as it 
was rainy, contained half (I ſuppole) of thoſe 
that would 1 9 have come in. Thoſe that 
could get in fouud it an acceptable time, and we 


all praiſed God with joyful lips. 


Monday 26, I ſpent an agreeable hour with 


the Select Society. Moſt of them {till enjoy the 


ure love of God, and the reſt are earneſtly pant- 
ing aſter it, I preached in, the Ferie (at the re- 
&c. Many 


1 
eemed to receive the word with all readineſs, and 


I truſt will hy, forth fruit with patience. 


Tueſday 27. I went on to Wedneſbury, As it 
rained great part of the afternoon, moſt of the 
congregation could get into the houſe. And I 
took knowledge of the antient ſpirit : although 
moſt of our hrit hearers are gone to reſt, 
. PLE Wedneſday 


ot Bid | 
| Wedneſday 28. About ten Mr. Horne (from 
Madeley) read Forney in the church at Darleſton, 


8 = 1 3 on 5 — of Ruth, in the 
1 flirſt leſſon, Thy people all be my people, and th 
| | God ſhall be my 8. We have 28 ſuch — 
1 ſince I left Briſtol. The flame of love ſeemed to 
j melt many hearts. What has God done for 
1 -Darl:fton ! How are the laſt become firſt! 
15 In the evening 1 opened the new houſe at 
Wolverhampton, nearly as large as that at Necaſtle- 
1 | ußon- Tyne. It would not near contain the peo- 
$ ple, though they were CR together as cloſe 
| as poſſible, I believe ſuch a congregation was 
never ſeen in Wolverhampton before, Not only ſo ; 
ſerious but ſo well behaved, I hope this is a | 
| token for good. 5 
1 Iuhurſday 29. About twelve I preached at 
| | Lane End. It being too cold to ſtand abroad, the 
1 reater part of the earneſt congregation ſqueezed 
[| into the Preaching-houſe. Here we entered into 
| the country which ſeems to be all on fire, that | 
Which borders on Borſflem on every fide; preachers ©} 
1 and people E one another to love | 
and good works in ſuch a manner as was never 
1 ſeen before. In the ee I preached at | 
1 Borſlem. Obſerving the i e flocking. toge- 
| 2 ther, I began half an hour before the appointed 
time. But notwithſtanding this, the bouke would 
not contain ong half of the congregation. So while 1! 
1 was preaching in the houſe to all that could get | 
in, John Broadbent preached in a yard to the reſt, ' 
i; The love-feaſt followed; but ſuch a one as I 
| have not known for many years. While the 
1 two or three firſt ſpoke, the power of God ſo fell 
a upon all that were 8 ſome praying and 
| others giving thanks, that their voices could ſcarce 
be heard. And two or three were ſpeaking at a 
time, till I gently adviſed them to ſpeak one at 
a time, and they did ſo, with amazing energy. 
Some of them had found peace a year ago, ſome 
within a month or a week: ſome within a day 
or two: an one of them a potter's boy told us, 
- 5 «At 


ä ad 
all 


„ At the prayer meeting I found myſelf droppin 
into hell: and I cried to the Lord, and he wed 


T1 
me he loved me. But Satan came immediately, 
and offered me a bag of money as long as my arm, 


but I ſaid, „Get thee behind me, Satan.“ Several 


allo teſtified, that the blood of Chriſt had cleanſed 
them from all fin. Two declared, after bitter 


- cries, that they knew their fins were juſt then 


blotted out by the blood of the Lamb. And 1I 
doubt not but it will be found upon enquiry, that 
ſeveral more were either juſtified, or ſan&ifed, 
Indeed there has been for ſome time ſuch an out- 
pouring of the ſpirit here, as has not been in any 
other part of the kingdom: particularly in the 
meetings for prayer: fifteen or twenty have been 
juſtified in a day: ſome, of them had been the 
moſt notorious, abandoned ſinners in all the 
country, And people flock into the Society on 
every lide: ſix, eight, or ten in an evening. 
Friday go. I had appointed to preach at five in 
the 3 But ſoon after four I was ſaluted by 
a concert of muſick, both vocal and inſtrumental, 
at our gate, making the air ring, with a hymn 
to the tune of Judas Maceaheus. It was a good 


3 So I began almoſt half an hour before 


ve, Yet the houſe was crouded, both above 
and below. 1 ſtrongly, but very tenderly, en- 


forced that caution, Let him that ſtandeth take heed 


leſt he fall. And is not God able to maie them 
fand? Yea, and he will do it, if they walk 
humbly with God. 1 | 

In the evening I preached at Congleton to a 
ſerious and well-eſtabliſhed people, Here I 
found my coevaly Mr. „two months (I think) 
younger than me, juſt as a lamp going out for 
want of oil, gently ſliding into-a better world. 
He ſleeps always, only waking now and then 
juſt long enough to ſay, „ am happy.” 

Saturday gi. I went on to Macclesfield, and 
found a people {till alive to God, in ſpite of 
ſwiftly N riches. If they continue fo, 
it will be the only inſtance 1 have known, in 
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above half a century. I warned them in the 
ſtrongeſt terms I could, and believe ſome of them 
bad ears to hear. | | 

Sunday, April 1. Fearing nothing ſo much as 
leſt a people ſo much at eaſe ſhould ſettle upon 
their lees, I preached at the New Church, in the 
moſt awakening manner I could, on Rev. xx. 12. 
J ſaw a great white throne coming down from heaven. 
1 then haſtened to Manchefter, and endeavoured 
to convince a crouded congregation of the full 


ſpiritual meaning of thoſe important words, By | 


grace ye are ſaved through faith. f 

Monday 2. About noon I preached at Stockport, 
.and in the evening at Manchefter, where I fully 
delivered my own ſoul, both then, and the next 


day. Wedneſday g. I went to Cheſter, and 


reached in the evening on Heb. iii. 12, Find- 
ing there was no packet at Parkgate, 1 imme- 
diately took places in the mail coach for Holy- 
head, The porter called us at two in the morning 
.on Thurſday, but came again in half an hour, to 
inform us the coach was full. So they returned 
my money, and at ſour I took a poſt-chaiſe, We 
overtook the coach at Conway, and croſſing the 
ferry with the paſſengers, went forward without 
delay. So we came to Holyhead an hour before 
them, and went on board the Le De Spenſer be- 
tween eleven and twelve o'clock. At one we left 
the harbour, and at two the next day came into 
Dublin-bay. On the road. and in the ſhip I read 
Mr. Blackwell's Sacred Claffics 4%; gate and de- 
fended. I think he fully proves his point, That 
there are no expreſſions in the New Teſtament 
which are not found in the beſt and pureſt Greck 
authors. In the evening we had a Sunday's 
congregation and a bleſſing. from on high, I 
then retired to my lodgings which were at 
Arthur £cen's, about half a mile out of town: a 


pleaſant, healthy 178 where were peace and love, 
all t 


and plenty of ings. 
_ Faſter-day, April 7. I preached in Betheſda, 
Mr. Szth's New Chapel. It is very neat, but 
: not 

— 


continued till midnight, if 


[99] 

not gay, and I believe will hold about as many 
people as Weſt-Street chapel. Mr. Smyth read 
rayers, and gave out the hymns, which were 
ng by fifteen or twenty fine fingers: the'reſt of 
the congregation liſtening with much attention 
and as much devotion, as they would have done 
to an opera. But is this cArrſtian. worſhip! Or 
ought it ever to be ſuffered in a chriſtian church ? 
It was thought we had between ſeven and eight 
hundred communicants. And indeed the power 
of God was in the midſt of them. Our own 
room in the evening was well-filled with people, 
and with the preſence of God, Afterward we. 
lad a love-feaſt, which I _ oſe might have 
ad ſpoken that 

were ready to ſpeak. | | | 
On Monday and Tueſday I preached again at 
Betheſda, and God touched ſeveral hearts, even 
of the rich and great: ſo that (for the time at 
leaſt) they were * almoſt perſuaded to be chriſ- 
tians.“ It ſeems as if the good providence of 
God had prepared this place, for thoſe rich and 
henourable ſinners, who will not deign to re- 
ceive any meſſage from God, but in a genteel 


Way. | 
Wedneſda 11. By converſing with many of 
our friends, I found they were ſtill increaſing in 
grace as well as in number. The Society now” 
contains upwards.of a thouſand members, fo that 
it has outrun all in England, but that of London. 
After this amazing flow, we muſt expect an ebb: 
it will be well if only two hundred of theſe fall 
away. On Thurſday and Friday the congregations : 


were ſtill uncommonly large, and ſeemed to feel 


all that was ſpoken, Ns 5 
Saturday 14. Even at the Gravel- wall, where 
the congregation uſed to be ſmall enough, the 
houſe was crowded in the evening: although the 
ſoldiers (ſeventy 01 eighty of whom are in the 
Nepp could not attend, it being the hour of 

their roll- calling. | | 
D 2 | Sunday 
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Sunday 15, I preached firſt at the New Room, 
and afterwards at Betheſda. Many fair bloſſoms 
we ſee here alſo. And ſurely ſome fruit. will 
follow! In the evening our houſe could not con- 
tain the congregation, though they ſqueezed to- 
er as cloſe as poſſible. I believe few of them 
eard in vain, Such attention ſat on every face, 
as I ſeldom fee even in Briſſol or London. 
Monday 16. I fet out early, and preached at 
Proſperous about ten, to a numerous congregation. 
And although I had come ten miles out of my 
way, I did not regret my labour. In the even- 
ing we came to Philipſtown, which we had for- 


faken for near forty years, Yet at length there 1s 


a proſpett of good. A little Society is formed, 
and fome troopers who are part of it, keep all the 
town in awe, The congregation was as quiet as 


that in Dublin, both in the evening and at ſeven. 
in the morning, Here is feed ſown once more: 


and God is able to give a plentiful harveſt.“ 
Tueſday 17. I croſſed dver to my old friends 
at Tyre!s-pafs. It was ſuppoſcd the houſe would 


hold the congregation in the evening; but it 


would hardly. contain a fourth part of them. So I 


s in the town: 


preached in the yard, not only 1 but 


(I was informed) moſt of the papi 


and we found God was no reſpecter of perſons, | 


Wedneſday 18. the houfe was well filled in the 
morning, and we had a comfortable ſeaſon : as 
alſo at Coolyl-wgh in the evening; where God 
ſpoke to many hearts. Thurſday 19. about noon 
1 preached at Kenagh, to a numerous. congre- 
gation, For many years we ſeemed to be beating 
the air here, But a few months ſince God ſo 
bleſſed the preaching of poor John Bredin, juſt 
totiering over the grave, that we have now a 
lively Society, iwiftly increaſing both in grace 
and number, We went hence to Longford, 
where a multitude of people ſoon aſſembled in 
the town hall. I found much liberty of ſpeech, 
and I have ſe dom ſeen a congregation more 
affedted. I obſerved one gentcel woman, who 
, kept 


* 
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kept her eyes fixt, from the beginning to the end- 
— was agreeably ſurprized, when ſhe called upon 
me, to fing one of my old flock at Caſtlebar. Once 
more ſhe has ſet her hand to the plow. May -ſhe 
never look back ! ED 

Friday 20. I went to Athlone, and preached in the 
evening to a congregation of deeper experience 
than any I had ſeen lince I left Dublin, Yet the 
next day I thought it expedient to preſs upon 
them, the advice of the Apoſtle, Let him tat 
afſuredly ftandeth (ſo it ſhould be rendered) take / 
heed left he fall. 

Sunday 22. I opened and applied that glorious 
text, The help that is done upon earth, he doth it 
himſelf, Is it not ſtrange, that this text Pſalm 
Ixxiv. 13. is vaniſhed out of the new tranſlation 
of the Pſalms! I found the work of God much 
increaſed here. And it is a favourable circum- 
ſtance, that of the three miniſters in the town 
two are our faſt friends, and the third no enemy. 
The wind driving us-into the houſe at fix, we 
were crouded ſufficiently. Afterwards I ad- 
miniſtered the ſacrament to the Society, and not 
without a remarkable bleſſing. 


Monday 23. Having taken leave of our af- 
fectionate friends at Athlone, I went on to Bal- 
linafloe, But here we were at a loſs: the uſual 
preaching place would not contain half the peo- 
ple. And the wind was ſo high and fo extremely 
cold, that they could not ſtand abroad, Hows- 
ever we made the beſt ſhift we could, with two 
roon:s, together with the paſſage and ſtaircaſe. I 
ſtrongly explained, what it is, to build upon the 
ſand. And all that could hear ſeemed to receive 
the word gladly. Some, I hope, will bring forth 
fruit with patience, | 
The church at Aghrim was ſo filled in the 
evening, as it ſcarce ever was before. I believe, 
God enabled me ta find the way to the hearts 
both of Proteſtants and Roman-. Catholics, I 
never ſaw ſo general an impreſſion made on the 
people of this town before. In the morning, 
x7 > 5 Tuclday 
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Tueſday 24. the preaching-houfe was well filled: 
and I exhorted them in St, John's words, Loo 
to yourſelves, that ye loſe net the things winch ye have 


gained, but that ye receive a fall reward. 


I did not find either ſo large or ſo ſerious a - 
congregation in the Church at Eyre- court. I 
preached between ten and eleven to a number of 
unconcerned hearers, and then went on to Zirr. 

There has been lately a great ſhaking among 
he dry bones here. The congregations are much 


| Increaſed, and hear with deep attention, and | 


ſeveral members have been added to the Society. 
F would fain have preached in the . ſquare, as 1 
did deſore: but the wind and rain did not per- 


mit. So as many as could, crouded into the 


preaching houſe, I preached on I am not aſhamed 
of the 6904 of Chriſt ; a ſubject, which it ſeemed, 
ited the hearers, many of whom are hindered 
chiefly by evil ſhame, from being altogether 
chriſtians, | 
Wedneſday 25. I once more viſited my old 
friends at Tullamore. Have all the balloons in 
FEyrope, done ſo much good as can counterballance 
the harm, which one of them did here, a year or 
tuo ago? It took fire in its flight, and ono it 
down on one and another of the thatched houſes, 
fo faſt that it was not poſſible to quench it, till 
moſt of the town was burnt down. I preached 
in the aſſembly room to a large congregation, a 
few of whom are ſtill alive to God. In the 
morning, for the ſake of good, old Matthew Moor, 


who is not likely to hear me again, I preached in 


his parlour, to as many as that and the other 
rooms would contain on Luke xx, 34, &c. They 
neither marry nor are given in marriage: neither can 
they die any more for they are equal to angels, and are 


the children of Gol, being the children of the. re- 


furreflion. 


Thurſday 26, About noon 1 preached at 
Portarlington, not in the _ market-place, but 
in our own "houſe, throughly filled with at- 
tentive hearers, In the evening I preached — 

b the 


/ 
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the church at Mountmelick, larger than either chat 
at Eyrecourt or Aghrum, And the whole congre- 
zation behaved well: I have ſeen few ſuch hnce | 
left Dublin. Friday 27, we went to Killlenny, 
nine and twenty Jrifk miles from Mountmelich. 
Religion was here at a low ebb, and ſcarce any 
Society left, when God ſent three troops of horſe, 
leveral of whom are full of faith and love. Since 
they came, the work of God has revived. I never 
ſaw the houſe ſo filled ſince it was built. And 
the power of God ſeemed to reſt upon the con- 
gregation, as if he would till have a people in 
this place. 

Saturday 28. I preached in the morning ta 
about a hundred 2 at Aillkenny, on the 
general judgment. They ſeemed to feel what 
was ſpoken... I left Mr, Kane behind me for two 
or three days, to follow the blow. And I truſt 
before he leaves the town, God will lay ſuch a 
foundation even there as ſhall never be over- 


. thrown. . Ft 


We reached Carlow before noon, and were 
much refreſhed with the hearty affection of our 
brethren, who had not forgotten me, though I had 
not viſited them for near ſixteen years. In the 
evening I preached at the aſſembly-room, to a 
large and tolerably ferious congregation. They 
feemed more ſerious in the morning, Sunday 29, 


when I ſpoke in a manner more ſuited to their 


capacities, in largely explaining and ſtrongly en- 
forcing our Lord's One thing is needful. The church 
is far the neateſt (though not * of any I have 
feen fince we left Dublin, The ReQor came after 
ſervice, and ſpent near an hour with usin friendly 
converſation, In the evening I would 'have 

reached in the open air, but the wind was too 


cold and too high. So 1 applied the thirteenth of 


the Corinthians in the aſſembly- room, to the 
moſt affected congregation 1 have ſeen at Carlow, 
And here 1s a plentiful harveſt; the rather, be- 
cauſe ſeveral of the troopers quartered here, are 
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much alive to God, and adorn in all things the 
doctrine of God our Saviour. „ 
Monday go. We went over high and ſteep 
mountains, interſperſed with lovely valleys to 
Bunklody : now called Newtown-Barry, one of the 
eaſanteſt towns which I have ſeen imthe kings 
dom. lere we rejoiced to meet Mrs. Cookman, 
with fiſter (Henry) Moore and Miis Aon from 
Dublin, who came on purpoſe, and willingly ac- 
companied us to Waterford, and thence to Clonmell. 
I preached in the aſſembly room here alſo, but to 
a congregation very little awakened. But how 
ſoon can our Lord ſay to any of theſe, © Lazarus, 
come foren _ - | 
About noon we reached Inniscorthy, Here 
likewiſe the uſe of the aſſembly room was pro- 
miſed, - But a clergyman (whoſe father died in 
black deſpair, crying out, © The room was full of 


devils,” cauſed that promiſe to be retracted. Sq - 


1 ſtood in a large yard, and though it blew a 


ſtorm, we had an exceeding large congregation, + 


three or perhaps four times as many as the aſ- 
ſembly room would have contained, I preached 
on, I we let him thus alone, all men will believe on 
him. To avoid the ferry, we went the mountain 
way, and about five came to Wexford. | 
Were ever aſſembly rooms put to better uſe? 
That in Wexford, wherein I preached, was one of 
the largeſt I ever ſaw: and high and low, rich 
and poor flocked together : and it ſeemed as if 
many of them were ripe for the goſpel. I expe& 
there will be a good harveſt in this place, 
Tueſday, May 1. Setting out early in the 
morning, between nine and ten I preached in the 
church at Old Rofs, to a large company of as plain 
country people, as ever I ſaw in Yorkſhire, We 
reached Waterford between two and three, At 


fix I preached in the court-houſe, to an immenſe 


congregation, while a file of muſketeers, ordered 
dy the mayor, paraded at the door. Two or 
three hundred attended in the morning, and 


gladly received the whole truth, In the evening 
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the congregation was larger than before, and 
equally attentive. Thurſday g. took my leave 
ot this earneſt, loving people, and went on 
through a delightful country to Clonmell. At fix 
I preached in the court houſe. I was much ſur- 
riſed. I know not when I have ſeen ſo well-, 
dreſt, and ill-behaved a congregation. But I was 
told, © It was the ſame way that they behaved: at 
church.” Pity then that they do not turn Papilts. - 
The church of England needs no ſuch a ; 
They are no honour to it, 8 
Friday 5. With great difficulty we got over a 
moſt horrid road to Capperquin. But that from 
5 5 thence to Tallogh (eight miles} was exceeding. 
pleaſant, The remaining ten miles were very 
tolerable, .ſo that we reached Youghall in good, 
time, The cqurt-houſe was throughly filled at 
ſix, and above half filled at five in the morning. 
Saturday 5. we went on to Cork, The latter, 
Was pleaſant beyond deſcription, At a very. 
it ſmall diſtance on the left hand, the river “ rolled 
its ſinuous train:” beyond which were ſhady. 
trees, covering a ſteep hill, and riſing row above 
row. On the right we had another ſloping 
mountain, tufted over with "trees, ſometimes 
forming one green even wall, ſometimes ſcattered 
up and down. Between theſe appeared ſeveral 
beautiful ſeats, ſome of them fit for noblemen. 
At ſix in the evening, May 5. the preachin 
'1 Houſe would ill contain the congregation, An 
many of the rich and honourable were among 
them! Who hath warned theſe to flee from the 
wrath to r 
Sunday 6. We had an evening congregation 
at ſeven, whom I warned to order their con- 
verſation aright, At three in the afternoon, | 
I preached on the road to a numerous congre- 
gation ; But many of them, eſpecially the gen- 
tceler ſort, were rude as colts untamed. 8 
ſtowed the people together in the evening, as. 
cloſe as it was poſhble. But ſtill many were 
os conſtrained to go away, finding no place, even at 
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the door. Monday 7. the congrepation at five 
in the morning was little inferior to that we uſed 
to ſee on Sunday evening. This time alſo we 
had many of the gay and honourable, who 
ſeem at pr eſent atmoſt perſuaded to be chriſ- 
tians, 0 what ſhoals of half awakened ſinners, 
will be broad awake when its too late- On 
Tueſday likewiſe the congregations were ex- 
2 large, and deep attention ſat on every” 
ace, | 
Wedneſday 9. We went to Bandon. Here 


- alſo there has been a remarkable work of God, 


and yet-nat' without many backſliders, It was 
therefore my chief buſineſs here, to ſtrengthen 
the weak, and recal the wanderers. So in the 
evening I preached in the aſſembly room, (which 
was offered me by the Provoſt,) on How fiall 1 
give thee up, Ephraim? And God applied his 
word, I believe there was a general melting 
among the people, and many purpoſed to return 
to God. But the room was exceeding hot, and 
extremely crowded : and yet. would not neat” 
contain the congregation, Thurſday 10. the 
preaching-houſe was filled at five in the morning: 
and again I applied directly to backſliders, and 
found a ſtrong hope, that the times of refreſhing 
will ſoon come from the preſence of the Lord, 
At noon we took a walk to Caſtle-Barnard. 
Mr. Barnard has given it a beautiful front, nearly 
reſembling that of Lord Mansfield's houſe at Cane- 
Wood, and opened part of his lovely park to the 
houſe, which IT think has now as beautiful a 
ſituation as Rockingham houſe in Yorkſtire.. Mr. 
Barnard much relembles in perſon and air, the 
late Sir George' Saville, Though he is far the 
richeſt perſon in theſe parts, he keeps no race- 
horſes, or hounds, but loves his wife and homè, 
and ſpends his time and fortune in improving his . 
eſtate, and employing the poor. Gentlemen of- 
this ſpirit are a ble ing to their neighbourhood, 


May God increaſe their number 1 


- 
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In the evening, finding mo building would con- 
tam: the congregation, I ſtood in the main ſtreet, 
and teltified to a liſtning multitude, This ts not 
your reſt. I then adminiſtered the Lord's Supper 
to the Society, and God gave us a remarkable 
bleſſing. | 4 
Friday 11. I took an affectionate leave of our 
friends at five, I left them full of good deſires 


and reſolutions. Calling on one that was ill at 


Inniſhannon, word was quickly brought me, that 
the people were flocking together to the preaching- 
houſe, It was ſoon filled from end to end, and 1 
preached to them Feſus Chriſt made of God to us 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication and redemption, 
About noon I preached in the court houſe at 
22 to a very large congregation. But how 
diflerent from that which I had in the bowling- 


green, two years ago! That was one of the moſt 
indecent, ill-mannered congregations that ever I. 


ſaw in Ireland. This was as eminently well-be- 
haved ; the ſovereign and many genteel perſons 
being among them. It was no wonder to ſce the 
congregation at Cork in the pn e well- 
behaved. So they always are: the chief of the 
city being no longer bitter enemies, but. cordial 


friends. 


— 


Saturday 12. A gentleman invited me to breaK- 


faſt, with my old antagoniſt, Father O'Leary, 1 
was not at all diſpleaſed at being diſappointed, 


He is not the ſtiff, queer man that I ex pedted; 
but of an eaſy, genteel carriage, and ſeems not to 


be wanting either in ſenſe or learning. In the 


afternoon, by e I waited on the 
Mayor, an upright, ſenſible man, who is diligently 


employed from morning to night, in doing all the 


good he can. -He has already prevailed upon the 
corporation, to make it a fixt rule, that the two 
hun: ted a year, which was ſpent in two enter- 
tainments, ſhould for the future be employed, in 
relieving indigent freemen, with their wives 
and children. He has carefully regulated the 
houle of induſtry, and has inſtituted a humane 


ſociety 


„ 
Tociety, for the "relief of perſons ſcemingly 
drowned, And he is unwearied in removin 
abuſes of every kind. When will our Englift 
| Mayors copy after the Mayor of Cork ? He led 
me through the Mayoralty houſe, a very noble 
and beautiful ſtructure. The dining-room and 
the ball-room are magnificent, and ſhame the 
manſion-houſe in London by their ſituation, com- 
manding the whole river, the fruitful hills on 
every fide, and the meadows running between 
them. He was then ſo good as to walk with me 
quite through the city, to the houſe of induſtry 
and to go with me through all the apartments, 
which are 4 ſweet and commodious. An 
hundred and ninety two poor are now lodged 
therein: and the maſter, (a pious man, and a 
member of our Society,) watches over them, 
reads with them, and prays with them, as if they 
"were his own children. 

Sunday 13. We had a very comfortable op— 
portunity at eight in Cork. At three Mr, Broad- 
bent preached on the parade. At five, as we re- 
moved the benches and ſtowed the cople cloſe 


| together, the room contained moſt of the people. 


And I took a ſolemn leave of them, after cloſcly 

ap lying our Lord's queſtion, Do ye now believe h 
Mon ay 14. We went to Ailljnnan, about 
twenty Iriſh miles (ſo I compute) from Mallow. 
I preached in the court-houſe about ſeven to a 
large and ſerious audience, and again at five in 
the morning, Tueſday 13. We then went on, 
through a delightful country to Limerick. Here 
were always an affectionate people: but I never 
found them ſo much ſo, as now. It was too cold 
in the evening to ſtand abroad, So we ſqueezed 
as many as poſlible into the preaching-houſe. I 
preached on Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, Many here, once experienced this. 

But few, if any retain it now! | 
Wedneſday 16. The congregation at five filled 
the houſe almoſt as well as it was filled in the 
evening, Finding a remarkable deadneſs, I 
: enquired 


— 
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enquired what were the reaſons of it, and found 


1. There had been for ſeveral months a dee 
miſunderſtanding between the Preachers and the 
chief of the Society, Hence on the one hand, 
the Preachers had little life or ſpirit to 

reach, and on the other, the congregation 

windled away: 2. * had left off meeting 
their Bands, and many others ſeldom met their 
Claſſes. g. Prayer meetings were entirely given 
up. What wonder if all the people were grown 
dead as ſtones ? 2 

In the evening I endeavoured to re-awaken 
thoſe that were ſettling upon their lees, by 
ſtrongly applying thoſe ſolemn. words, The firft 
Hall be laſt, and the laſt firſt . for — . called, 
but few are choſen. In the morning, Tharſday 17. 
I endeavoured to ſtir them up once more to hun- 
ger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, after the whole 
image of God, without which they will ſtill 
remain - 95 | 


10 Cold, languid, weary, heartleſs, dead,” 


After morning ſervice I met the ſtewards and 
leaders, and enquired into the riſe of the late miſ- 
underſtanding, I found the matter itſelf was 
nothing; but want of patience on both ſides, had 
ſwelled the mole hill into a mountain, O how 
patient, how meek, how gentle toward all men, 
3 a Preacher, eſpecially a Methodiſt to be! 

n the afternoon 1 walked through all the parts 
of the work houſe, called in Ireland, The houſe of 
induſtry. It is pleaſantly ſituated on a riſing 
ground near the river, and I believe would con- 
tain ut three hundred perſons. (That at 
Dublin contains fix hundred.) At preſent there 
are about eighty perſons there, the contributions 
falling ſhort, e apartments are large, airy and 


ſweet, and the poor (moſt of whom are employed) 


ſeem contented. 

2 time I preached I found more and more 

hope, that God will revive his work in this city, 
| E I know 
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1 know he will, if the prayer: meetings are re- 
ſtored: theſe are never without fruit. | 
Friday 18, I ſet out early in the morning and 
reached Caſtlebay about four in the afternoon. I 
had much converſation with Mrs, Perſſe, a 
woman of many ſorrows. But when ſhe has 
been tried, ſhe ſhall come forth as gold, 
In the evening I preached at Killchriſt, about 
four miles from Caſtlebay. The number of the 
people conſtrained me to ſtand in the open air, 
though the wind was high and cold. They were 


all attentive and ſerious, except one young gen- 


tleman, who would fain have laughed, if he 
could, But his ſport was quickly ſpoiled. And 
before the ſermon was half over, 0 Was as ſerious 
as his neighbours. * 

Saturday 19. In two hours and a half we came 
to Athenry, the rival of Killmallock, once a flou- 
riſhing city, now a heap of ruins: buteven theſe 
are now covered with earth, It was built by King 
John, as well as the other, and ſeems by its walls 
to have been one of the largeſt cities in the king- 
dom. Being wrong directed when we left this, 
we got — to Galway, going about {ix miles out 
of our way to Cahir-Morreſs, However I reached 
Ballinrobe in time to preach to a large, and well- 
behaved (although genteel) congregation, 1 
preached again at eight in the morning, Sunday 
20, and then haſtened on to Caſtlebar. We went 
ſtraight to church. I preached at five in our New- 
houſe, I think larger than that at Limerick, and 
e filled with as attentive a congregation, 
as any I have ſeen in the kingdom. © 


Monday 21. Little miſunderſtandings between 


themſelves have continually hindered the work 
of God in this Society. This morning I heard 
the contending parties face to face, and once 
more made them friends, A numerous congre- 
gation liſtened with all attention in the evening, 
to that important word of our Lord, 4 
doth the will of God, the ſame is my brother and fifter 
and mother. Tueſday 32. One of the men _ 
| | ne 
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fined for murder, earneſtly importuned me. to 
viſit him, I did ſo; but he ſeemed as dead as a 
ſtone. - And I did not wonder. For ſuch an 
action, performed in cool blood, I never heard of 
before. Mr. M*Donne!, who had his leg wounded 
by one ſhot, and both his arms broke by another, 
was fitting on the ground when this wretch came 
and preſented a blunderbuſs. He begged only 
five minutes to lay his prayers. Andrew (ſwore, 
«© No not one,” and inſtantly ſhot him through 
the heart! This whole tranſaction from the be- 
ginning to the end, containing ſuch a ſeries of 
calm, deliberate murder, perpetrated with ſo 
ſhocking circumſtances, is hardly to be paralleled 
in hiſtory, Some time ſince a ſhrewd man ſaid 
“This country will never be in quiet, til 
one of theſe men has murdered the other, and 
then is hanged for it.“ N 

Wedneſday 23. Leaving our little Society in 
peace and love, we went by Swireford to Sligo. 
At ſix I preached in the new court-houſe, a very 
ſpacious and commodious building, to a more 
numerous and more attentive congregation 
than I have ſeen here for many years. A large 
congregation was preſent again at five in the 
morning, Thurſday 24. So that I am not without 
hope, the work of God may at length revive 
here alſo, I had 8 going ſtraight from 
hence to Annadale. But notice had been given 
of my preaching at Mannor-hamilton, It is true, 
this was five or fix miles out of my way, and 
abundanly worſe road. 2 I would not 
diſappoint the r people: although by this 
8 — Mr. Stacks dinner 5 Apel till near 
fix o'clock, I preached at ſeven to a very ſerious 
congregation, and paſt a comfortable evening. 

Friday 25, I had a day of reſt in this Evol 
family, only 5 morning and evening. 
Saturday 26. I preached at Ballyconnel about 


eleven, In the afternooon I took a walk in the 
biſhop, of Kilmore's garden, The houſe is finely 
Gtuatcd; has two fronts, and is fit for a nobleman. 

ä We 
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We then went into the church yard and ſaw the 
venerable tomb, a plain flat ſtone inſcribed, De- 
poſitum Gulielmi Bedel, quondam Epiſcopi Kil- 
morenſis: over whom even the rebel army ſung, 
+ Requieſcat in pace ultimus Anglorum.” © Let 
the laſt of the Engliſhmen reſt in peace.” At 
ſeven I preached to a large congregation, It 
blew a ſtorm, but moſt of the congregation were 
covered by a kind of ſhed raiſed for the purpoſe, 
And not a few were greatly comforted. . 

Sunday 27. I preached in Cavan at ſeven, and 
then haſtened forward to Clones, leaving Mr. 
Broadbent to preach, at Ballyhays, which he did 
with good effett. But I needed not to have been 
in fuch haſte. For' the church ſervice did not 
begin till twelve. Such a number of commu- 
nicants, I ſuppoſe, was never ſeen at this church 
beſore. The ſervice ended about half paſt three. 
The queſtion then was, Where I ſhould preach ? 
The turious. wind and violent rain, made it im- 
practicable to preach, (where I intended) at 
the head of the market-place, But 1 made 
inift to ſtand on one ide of it in a door 
way, where I: was pretty well ſheltered, Al- 
though the poor people were expoſed to heavy 
rain during the whole ſermon, none of them 
ſeemed to regard it. And God did indeed ſend a 
gracious rain upon their ſouls, ſo that many re- 
joiced with joy unſpeakable. | 
Monday 28. Having all the parties together, 
I enqui:ed into an odd affair which occuricd here 
a ſew months ago. F. B. leader of the Claſs of 
ſingle women, and always hitherto of an un- 
blemiſhed character, was accuſed of immodeſty 
by Mr. A— in whoſe houſe ſhe had lived 


for ſeveral 'years. I found this accuſation to 
be totally groundleſs, #, 2 Carr, one of 
our oldeſt members, with a few others ſpent an 
hour in reading and prayer, whilea local preacher 
was reading a ſermon at the room. This was 

repreſented to the aſſiſtant as done in 3 r_ 
— x | [ 
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| of oppoſition, and as an intention of leaving the 
Society, (a ching which never entered into their 
thoughts) and he was urged, to read them out 
of the Society, According Ys he read out four- 
teen at once. I could not find, upon the ſtrifteſt 
enquiry, that they had been guilty of any fault 
but meeting together that evening, So I wil- 
lingly received them all again; requiring only 
one condition of the contenders on both fides, 
Lo ſay not one word of any thing that was paſt. 
The ſpirit of peace and love glofiouſly deſcended 
on them all, at the evening preaching, while T 

, was explaining the fruit of the ſpirit, They were 

| again filled with conſolation at the Lord's ſupper: 
and again in the morning, while Mr. ' Broadbent 


applied, Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, faith the 
Lord | 


> Tueſday 29. The old murderer is reſtrained 
from hurting me ; but it ſeems, he has power over 
my horſes, One of them I was obliged to leave 
4 in Dublin, and afterwards another ; having bought _ 

w  . two to ſupply their places: the third ſoon got an 
ugly ſwelling in his ſhoulder, ſo that we doubted 
whether we could go on. And a boy at Clones, 
riding (I ſuppoſe galloping) the fourth over 
ſtones, the horſe fell and nearly lamed himfelf. 
However we went on ſoftly to Augkalun, and 
found ſuch a congregation, as I had not ſeen be- 
fore in the kingdom. The tent that is a covered 
f pulpit) was placed, at the foot of a green, ſloping 
mountain, on the frde of which the huge multi- 
tude ſat (as their manner is) row above row. 
While I was explaining, God has given unto us 
nis holy Spirit, he was indeed poured out in a 
wonderful manner. Tears of joy and cries 
were heard on every fide. Oaly ſo far fuppreſt, 
as not to drown my voice, I cannot but hope, 
that many will have cauſe to bleſs. God for that 

hour to all eternity. | | 
I preached at Lifbelaw, another little village, 
about ſix in the evening. The fmall rain con- 
tinued all the time; but that did not hinder the 
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people from mightily rejoicing in him, who 


cauſes the earth to bring forth at once, and @ nation 


to be born in a day, 3 1 

- Wedneſday go. A large room, deſigned for an 
aſſembly room, was filled in the morning: and 
the poor people appeared to be quite ripe for the 


higheſt doctrine of the goſpel. So I exhorted them, 


leaving the firſt principles, to go on to perfection. 
About eleven I preached in the market-houſe at 
Enniſkillen, formerly a den of lions. But the 
lions are become lambs. They flocked together 


from every part, and were all attention. Before 


I had half done, God made bare his arm, and the 


mountains flowed down at his. prefence, Many 


- 


were cut to the heart, and many rejoiced with joy 
unſpeakable. Surely the laſt ſhall be firſt : and 
poor Enniſtillen ſhall lift up its head above many 
of the 8 where the goſpel has been long 


| preache 


{n the evening I preached to another numerous. 
congregation, at Sidare, a large houſe at the foot 
of the mountains. One would wonder whence 
all the people came : they ſeemed to fpring 
out of the earth. Here alfo there were once 
many bitter perſecutors, but they are vaniſhed 
away like ſmoke; ſeveral of them indeed came to 
a fearful end, and their neighbours took warning 
by them. | NOT 

” Tburfda y 31. Wetravelled through a pleaſant, 
well-cultivated country to Omagh, the ſhire town: 


of Tyrone, It being market day, a multitude of 


people preſently flocked. together to a tent, as. 
they call it, on the fide of the green. At firlh 
they were innocently noiſy, (this being a new 
thing at Omagh, ) but they were ſoon {till as night. 


I ſuited my {ubyeR to their a eee 


on, It is appointed for all men once to die, G 
applied it to their hearts. Not à ſmile. was to- 
be ſeen, but all ſeemed to feel the ſolemn truth. 

Thence we went over mountains, and. dales to 
Kerlijh Lodge, where we met with a hearty wel- 
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come, both from Alexander Boyle, and his amiable 

wife, who are patterns to all the country, | 
Although we were at a lone houſe ten miles 

from any town, and although the weather was both 


rainy and Heng, we had a large congregation in 


the evening, and afterwards a comfortable love- 
feaſt. I do not wonder the work of God preads 
in theſe parts, The fpirit and behaviour of Mr. 
Boyle and his wife, continually employed in doing 
good, have an amazing influence on all their 
neighbourhood. Some time ſhe went to his unkle's 
at Killrail, who has four daughters grown up. 
They began converling in the evening. They 
prayed, and ſung, and talked and prayed again, 
till about ſeven in the morning. By that time all 
four of them found a clear tenſe of pardon, and 


two believed they were ſaved from all ſin. 


Mr. Boyle had ſpoke to Dr. Wilſon, the ReQos 
ofa neighbouring town, concerning my preaching 
in the church; who wrote to the Biſhop an 
received a letter in anſwer, giving a full and free 
conſent. The Doctor deſired me to breakfaſt 
with him, Meantime one of his pariſhioners, a 
warm ſeceder, took away the key of the church. 
So I preached in a neighbouring orchard. I be- 
lieve not in vain, The Rector and his. wife were- 
in the front of the congregation. . 

Afterward we took a view of Lord Abercorn's 

lace. The hauſe has a lovely fituation.: and. 
the front of it is as elegant as any I have ſeen. 
either in Great-Britain or Ireland. The grounds 
are delightful indeed, perhaps equal to any in the: 
kingdom. LET 5 

About five in the evening I preached. at Kill. 
rail, No houſe would contain the congregation.. 
So I preached. in the open. air. The wind was 


piercing cold: but the | pag . it not. 


Afterward I adminiſtered the Lord's Supper to 
about a hundred of them, and. then flept. in. 
peace. 1 SA 

Saturday, June 2. It was with difficulty. we: 


reached Strabane, my new horſe quite Song, 
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had no thought of preaching there, till word was 
ſent, that the town-hall was at my ſervice, I then 
went to it without delay, and had a genteel, yet 
ſerious congregation. In the afternoon my horſe 
failed again: but one of the Preachers tried 
his and he drew, as if he had been bred to it. 
Our houſe at Londonderry not being ready, I 
preached at fix in the town-hall, a beautiful and 
| f acious room, to a deeply ferious congregation, 
Sanday 3. It was more numerous in the morn- 
ing and equally ſerious, So was the great con- 
gregation in the evening. Surely. we ſhall fee 
more fruit in this city : but firſt we ſhall have 
need of patience, _ | 
Monday 4. Mr. Broadbent preached at five, 
and I at eleven, and he in the evening, He did 
the ſame on Tueſday 5. At noon we took a walk 
in the Biſhop's garden, and faw his delightful ſum- 
mer-houſe, a room fifty feet long, finiſhed with 
the utmoſt elegance, and ſituated on the point of 
a hill, that commands the river and all the 
country. But his Lordſhip has utterly forſaken 
it. For-it is no longer new, | 
' Wedneſday 5. I took leave of my dear friends 
at Londonderry, and drove to Newtown Limmovaddy, 
I had no deſign to preach there. But while we 
were at breakfaſt, the people were gathered ſo 
faſt, that I could not deny them, The houſe was 
ſoon filled from end to end. I explained to 
them, The fellowſhip believers have with God. 
Thence I went on to Colerain, and preached at 
fix (as I did two years ago) in the barrack-yard. 
The wind was high and ſharp enough: but the 
le here are good, old ſoldiers. Many at- 
tended at five in the morning, and a huge con- 
gregation about ſix in the evening. oſt of 
whom I believe, taſted the good word; for God 
was with us of a truth. Friday 8. I could wil- 
Iingly have ſtayed a little longer, with this ſteady, 
affectionate people. But I broke from t:.em 
between fix and ſeven, and went forward, as 
well as the heavy rain and a tired horſe would 
; | permit, 
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permit, About two we reached Ballimena, where 
we have a ſmall and poor, but well-eſtabliſhed 
Society. The Preſbyterian miniſter offering his 
meetin ;-houſe, I willingly accepted his offer, and 
explained to a large congregation, God was in 
Chrift, reconciling the world to himſelf, And I be- 
lieve his word fell on many as the rain, and as the 
dew upon the tender herb. LE fu 

Saturday g. We went through a lovely country 
to Antrim. Here likewiſe the Preſbyterian-mini- 
ſter offered me the uſe of a large and commodious 
houſe. The Bible in the pulpit lying open, I 
choſe for the ſubje& of my difcourle, the words 
which firſt met my eye, namely, When they 
had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. 
The greateſt part of the country from hence to 
Belfaſt, is likewiſe exceeding pleaſant. At fix I 

reached in the linen-hall to a numerous, and 
eriouſly attentive congregation, A gentleman 
invited me to lodge at his houſe, and ſhewed me 
the new Preſbyterian meeting-houſe, It is nearl 
ſeventy two feet by fifty, and is far the mo 
beautiful of any I have ſeen in Ireland. But I 
doubt whether it equals Dr. Taylo}'s in Norwich, 
That is the moſt elegant I ever ſaw. 1255 

I preached at ten in the linen-hall, to double 
the congregation that attended in the evening. 
And the power of God came wonderfully upon 
them, melting their hearts and breaking the rocks 
in pieces. In the afternoon I preached in the 
linen-hall at Zifburn, to a {till more numerous 
congregation; I think the largeſt that I have 
ſeen, ſince we left England. And all, excepting a 
few giddy children, behaved as men that heard 
for life, | 

Monday 11. It being the Quarterly meeting, 
I preached at eleven in the Preſbyterian meeting 
houſe, a large and handſome building, freely 
offered both by the miniſter and his elders, And 
it then contained the congregation. But in the 
evening the multitude of people conſtrained me 
to return to my old ſtand in the linen-hall. 2 * 

N ave 
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have hardly had ſo ſolemn an opportunity, ſince 
we came into the kingdom, . 

Tueſday 12, We came through a moſt beauti- 
ful country to Downpatrick, a much larger town 
than I imaginened : I think, not much inferior 
to Sligo. The evening was uncommonly mild 
and bright, there not being a cloud in the 
ſky. The tall firs ſhaded us on every ſide, and 
the fruitul fields were {pread all around. The 
people were, I think, half as many more as were 
at Lifburn even on Sunday evening. On whom 
I enforced thoſe important words, Acquaint thy- 
Self now with him, and be at peace. | | 

Wedneſday 13. Being informed we had onl 
fix and twenty miles to go, we did not ſet out till 
between hx and ſeven. The country was un- 
commonly pleaſant, running between two high 
ridges of mountains, But it was up hill and 
down all the way, ſo that we did not reach 
Rathfriland till near noon, Mr. Barber, the 
Preſbyterian miniſter, (a rincely perſonage, I 
believe, fix feet and a half high) offering me his 
new ſpacious preaching-houſe, the congregation 
quickly gathered together, I began without de- 
lay, to open and inforce, Now Cod commandeth all 
men every where to repent. I took chaiſe the in- 
fant I had dune : but the road being {till up hill 
and down, we were two hours going what they 
called {ix miles, I then quitted the chaiſe and 
rode forward. But even then, four miles, ſo 
called, took an hour and- a half riding, ſo that I 
did not reach Dr. Lefley's at Tandragee till half an 
hour paſt four. About fix 1 ftoud upon the 
ſteps at Mr. God!y's door, and preached on, Thas 
is not your reft, to a larger congregation by a third, 
than even that at Don patrick. I. ſcarce re- 
member to have ſeen a larger, unleſs in London, 
Yorkſhire, or Cornwall, St 1 

Thurſday 14. Mr. Broadbent and I walked. 
round Dr. Lefley's domain, I have not ſeen any 
thing of the ſize in England; that is equal to it. 
The houſe ſtands on the midſt of a fruithal ill 

| whic 


[ 59 1 3 


which is part beneath, and part above it. In ap- 
proaching it, you ſee no walls, nothing but 
green trees and ſhrubs of various kinds. Enter 


the court yard and gate, and you ſtill ſee no ſtone a 
walls: but on either hand | 


„ The verdurous wall of paradiſe upſprings 2” 


And that ſummer and. winter, conſiſting whally 
of ever-greens, that bloom all the year round, 
On the upper ſide of the houſe, the gently riſing 
hill yields the lovlieſt ſcene, that can be con- 
ceived: ſuch a mixture of ſhady walks, and 
« |! lawns ſprinkled with trees; at the top of 
which is a natural rock; under which you may 
fit, and command a moſt beautiful and extenſive 
proſpect. And all this variety has riſen from a 
rough, furzy heath, by the induſtry of Dr. Leſley. 
in thirty years! | 
expected the congregation would not be ſo 
: large this evening as it was the laſt, But it was 
far larger, and if poſſible more attentive, I have 
ſcarce ever ſeen a more pleaſing ſight. We were 
covered round with tall, ſhady trees, only an 
opening on one fide afforded a view of the 
wide-extended country. The people were as 
motionleſs as the trees; for the power of God 
was upon them, And I believe few of them 
will forget that hour, till their ſpirit returns 
to God. p : 
Friday 15. About eight I preached at Rich - ill, : 
to a deeply ſerious congregation. At eleven I 
reached in the Caſtieyard at Charlemount, to a 
as congregation gathered from all parts, (it 
being the quarterly meeting.) Immediately fol- 
lowed the love-feaſt, But the preaching houſe. 
would not contain one half of the people: ſo we 
borrowed the green in the fort, and let the peo- 
le through the wicket, one by one, They then, 
at down on the graſs, being full as private as in 
the houſe, And many ſpoke their experience: 
quite freely, But the rain obliged us to * 
5 of - 
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off our meeting ſooner than we intended. It be. 
gau in the evening, before I had finiſhed the 
hi mn. but ſtopt in two or three minutes, and left 
us a fait and tolerably plealant evening. | 

Saturday 16. I went on to Dungannon : but 
the town ſeemed to be in an uproar, One would 
have thought Bedlam had broke looſe, The 
cauſe was this, AVcock-fight was at hand. A 

entleman aſked the Preſbyterian miniſter for 
the uſe of his meeting-houſe; but he gave a rea- 
ſon for his denial, viz. That Mr. Hall, one of the 
Society, had ſaid, He had played at cards all 
night, (which, it ſeems, 'was true;) and therefore 
he could not allow him to come into his meeting- 
houſe. So we removed all the benches out of 
our on; and it contained moſt of the congre- 
gation. I preached there again in the evening, 
and then held a love-feaſt: at which many were 
greatly comforted, | $4 

Sunday 17. We knew not what do at Armagh : 
the rain would not ſuffer us to preach in the 
avenue, And our houſe would not contain half 
of the congregation, many of whom came from 
far. The beſt ſhift we could make, was to 
ſqueeze into the houſe as many as poſhble: and 
keep both the windows and doors open, by which 
means many more could hear. 

In the evening the ſeceders, (who would think 
it) freely gave me the uſe of their large meeting- 
Houſe, It was filled from end to end, but a wile 
young gentleman obſerved, That I had * quite 
miſtook my ſubject. My ſermon being calculated 
for the vulgar, not for gentlefolks.“ | 

I permitted as many as our houſe. would con- 
tain, to ſtay at the meeting of the Society, and 

ave them a plain account of the Methodilts, 
th as to their riſe, principles and practice. 

Monday 18. Many ſeemed not a little moved 
while I inforced the words of Eliphaz (it ſeems 
the eldeſt and moſt honourable of Job's three 
friends," Acquaint thyſelf now with him, and be at 
Peace. Aftewards we took a view of the Primate's 
lodge 
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lodge and chipe), elegant in the higheſt degree, 
and of the domain ſurrounding them, which is 
laid out and planted in the moſt beautiful manner. 
And what hath the owner thereof? Not ſo much 
as the beholding thereof with his eyes! Probably 
he will behold it no more! He is fully taken up 
in building a large ſeat near Dublin, ' At above 
cighty years of age! | 

| Iu éſecunda marmora 
Locas ſub ipſum funus, & Sepulchri 
Immemor ſiruis domos ! 


In the evening 1 preached once more in Mr. 
M*'Gough's' avenue, and a liſtening multitude 
ſerioully attended. Surely there will be a har- 
veſt here allo by and by, although hitherto we 
ſee but little fruit. | | 

Tueſday 19. We went on through horrible 
roads to Newry, I wonder any ſhould be ſo ſtupid 
as to prefer the Jriſi roads to the Enzliſh, The 
huge unbroken ſtones, of which they are generally 
made, are enough to break any carriage in pieces, 
No; there is nothing equal to good Engliſh 

ravel, both for horſes, carriages, and travellers. 

In the evening I rs to a numerous con- 
gregation, in the la 7 meeting-houſe. I believe 
many felt the edge of the word, ſharper than a 
two-edged ſword. One conſequence of which 
was, that our new'room would not contain the 
congregation. even at five in the morning, 
but many were conſtrained to ſtand without. 
Between nine and ten I preached in the market- 
houſe at Dundalk. We: expetted a tumult ; but 
there was none at all, A very large congregation of 

rich. and poor, behaved with the utmoſt decency, 
while I enforced, Now is the accepted time + now is 
/ the day of ſalvation. At fix in the evening I 
| preached in the court-houſe at Drogheda to a 
crowded congregation, on I ſaw the dead, ſmall 
and great, ſtand before _ Even in this turbulent 


town, 
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town, all were quiet, and ſeemed to feel thit 
God was there. 1 EF | | 
- . Thurſday, 21. Several of our friends from 

Dublin,met us at the Man of War, with whom we- 
went on to Swords, a town famous from time 
immemorial for all manner of wickedneſs. How- 
ever finding a congregation waiting, I began 
without delay. And all were {till as night. So 
ſalvation is come to the ſinners of Swords alſo. 
In the afternoon. it pleaſed God to bring us ſafe 


to Dublin, when we had been abſent alittle above 


two months. 3 13 
Friday 22. I began viſiting the Claſſes, which 
employed me to the Thurſday following. We 
found it neceſſary to exclude one hundred and 
twelve members: there remained eleven hun- 
Ared and thirty fix, 2 255 
Sunday 24. At ſeven I preached in the roo 
At eleven the ſervice began at Betheſda, I foun 
uncommon liberty there, even among the rich 
and great. I think ſome of them felt our Lord 
preſent, both to wound and to heal. In the 
evening I 2 at the new room, and it was 
juſt as much as I could do without wearineſs. 
Tueſday 26. We were agreeably ſurprized- 
with the arrival of Dr. Coke, who came from 
Philadelphia in nine and twenty days, and gave 
us a pleaſing account of the work of God in 
America. Fhurſday 28, I had the pleaſure of 
a converſation with Mr. Howard, I think one of 
the greateſt men in Europe. Nothing but the 
mighty power of God can enable him to ge 
through his difficult and dangerous employments. 
But what can hurt us, if God is on our. fide ? 
Saturday 30. I deſired all our preachers to 
meet me, and conſider the ſtate of our brethren 
in America, who have been terribly frightened at 
their own ſhadow, as if the Englifh preachers 
were juſt going to. enſlave them. I believe that 
fear is now over, and they are more aware of 
Satan's devices. | * 
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5 4. F 
Sunday, july 1. At ſeven I ſtrongly 'exhortedar 
large congregation, Not to be conformed either to the 
wiſdom, ſpirit, er faſhions of his world, if ever 
they deſired to be transformed in the ſpirit of their: 


* «mind, according to the perfect and acceptable will 


of God. In the evening 1 opened-and'/applied 
thoſe awful words, Lord, are there few that be 


ſaved ? 


Tueſday g. A few friends took me to Marino, 
a feat of Lord Charlemount's,. four miles from- 
Dublin. It contains a lovely mixture of wood, 
water and lawns, on which are ſeveral kinds of 
foreign ſheep, with great plenty of peacocks; bur 
could not hear any ſinging birds of any kind. 
Ta little wondered at this; till I afterwards re- 
collected, that I had not heard any finging bird, 


not even a lark, a thruſh, or a blackbird, within 
ſome miles of Dublin. In the evening I itrongly. 


enforced thoſe awful words, Strive to enter in at 
the ftrait gate, upon a numerous congregation, 
who had ears to hear, and. hearts to receive the 
whole goſpel... | (6-9 
Wedneſday 4. I ſpent an hour at the New 
Dargle, a gentleman's ſeat four or five miles from 
Dublin' I have not ſeen ſo beautiful a place in: 
the kingdom : it equals the Leaſoums in 7 arwic i- 
ire. And it greatly exceeds them in ſituation, 
all the walks lying on the fide of a mountain, 
which commands all Dublin-bay, as well as an ex- 
tenſive and finely variegated land proſpect. A. 
little river runs through it, which occaſions two 
caſcades, at a ſmall diſtance from each other.. 
Although many places may. exceed this in gran- 
deur, I believe none can exceed it in beauty. 
Afterwards I ſaw the parliament-houſe. The 
houſe of Lord's far exceeds that at Weſtminſter : 
and the Lord Lieutenant's throne as far exceeds 
that miſerable throne (ſo called, of the King in the 
Engliſh houſe of Lords. The houſe of commons 
is a noble room indeed, it is an octogon, wain- 


- ſcotted rourid with 1r:fk oak, which ſhames all 


mahogany, and galleried all round for the con- 
oF venience 
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venience of the ladies. The ſpeaker's chair is far 
more grand than the throne of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant. But what ſurprized me above all, were 
the kitchens of the houſe, and the large apparatus 
ſor good eating. Tables were placed from one end. 
of a large hall to the other, which (it ſeems) while 
the parliament fits, are daily covered with meat 
at four or five o'clock, for the accommodation of 
the members. Alas! Poor Ireland! Who ſhall 
teach thy very fenators wiſdom ? War is ceaſed, 
Sad ſcevior armis, Luxuria incubuit ! 
Thurſday 3. Moſt of our preachers came to 
town. Friday 6. Our Conference began, and 
ended (as uſual) on Tueſday 10. We had no 
jarring ſtring, but all from the beginning to the 
end, was love and harmony. £4.26 
Sunday 8. 1 preached, at our room at ſeven, 
At eleven the ſervice began at Betheſda. The 
congregation was exceeding large. I preached 
on part of the ſecond leſſon, (Luke xx. 34.) and 
many had a large taſte of the powers of the 
world to come. At the Jove-feaſt in the evening, 
many ſpoke freely, who were deeply experienced 
in the ways of God, Indeed they have fairly 
rofited in the divine life. I have rarely heard 
uch a converſation even in England, On Tueſ- 
day evening likewiſe many ſpoke with equal fire, 
tempered with meekneſs of wiſdom, | 
Wedneſday 11. At five I took an aſſectionate 
leave of this loving people. And having finiſhed 
all my buſineſs here, in the afternoon, I went. 
down with my friends, having taken the whole 
ſhip, ar.d went on board the Prince of Wales, one 
of the Parkgate pacquets. At feven we ſailed 
with a fair, moderate wind. Between nine and. 
ten I lay down as uſual, and flept till near four, 
when I was waked by an uncommon noite, and, 
found the ſbip lay beating upon a Jarge rock, 
about a league from Holyhead. The Captain, who. 
had not long lay down, leaped up, and running: 
upon the deck, when the ſaw how the ſhip lay, 
cried out, M our lives way be ſaved, hut. am: 
g 5 undone,” 
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undone.” Let no ſailor ſwore, and no woman 
cried out. We immediately went to prayer: 
and preſently the ſhip, I know not how, thor off. 
the rock and purſued her way, without any 
more damage, than the wounding a few of her 
outhde planks, About three in the afternoon 
we came ſafe to Parkgate; and in the evening. 
went on to Cheſter. ' 

Friday 13. I ſpent a you day, and in the 
evening enforced to acrouded audience the parable 
of the Bon. I know not that ever I had fo 
large a congregation. 

Sunday 15. I preached at the new church in 
the morning on Matt. v. 20. in the afternoon on 
1 Cor. xv. 55. Mr. Broadbent in the room at eight 
in the morning, and between five and fix. in the. 
evening. | | 

Monday 16. The houſe was well. filled at five 
in the 2 At noon I took:a. view of Mr. 
Ryle's ſilk-mill, which keeps. two. hundred, and. 
fifty children in perpetual employment.. In the 
evening I preached. on- Mark Ui, 35. and we 
had a comfortable opportunity. Tueſday 17, 
About noon I. preached. in the new. chapel at 
Bullockfſmithy,. and in the evening at Stockport. 
Being informed that the people in general were 
dead and cold, I ſtrongly applied, Now it is ig 
time to awake out of fleep. God was pleaſed to 
ſpeak.in his word, and that with a mighty voice: 
but ſtill more powerfully at five in the morning. 
Wedneſday 28, while I was enforcing that pro- 
mile, The Lord whom ye: ſcet, will ſuddenly come ta» 


his temple. I then retired to a little houſe of Mr.. 


Brocklehurft's, two miles beyond Manchefter. Here: 
Adam Oldham lived! O what did ric profit. 
bim! How ſtrange the Providence which put me: 


in his place! 


The reſt of this week I ſpent in writing. On: 
Saturday 21. I returned to Mancheſter, Sunday 
22. Our ſervice began at ten. Notwithſtanding 
the ſevere cold which has continued many days, 
the houſe was well filled: but ny work was 

h E 3. caſy, 


[& 1 


eaſy, as Dr. Coke aſſiſted me, As many as could, 
crouded in in the evening. But many were 
obliged to go away. Afterwards I fpent a com- 
fortable hour with the Society. bt rad ag 
Monday 23. Ipreached morning and afternoon. 
In the evening 1 
their livelineſs and ſimplicity, After preaching 
on Tueſday morning, I retired again to Bruton, 
Thurſday 26, about noon I preached in the new: 
Feen to as gg: as it would well 
ontain, on Iſaiah Iv. 5, 6. To day I read upon 
the road a very agreeable book, Mr. Dobd's 
Univerſal Hiſtory, It gave me a clearer view of 
antient times than ever I had before. But I ſtill 
doubt of many famous incidents, which have paſ- 
ſed current for many ages. To inſtance in one, 
I cannot believe there was ever fuch a nation as. 
the Amazons in the world. The whole affair 


of the Argonauts I judge to be equally fabulous: 


as Mr. Bryant has ſnewn many parts of antient 
hiſtory to be. And no wonder, conſidering how 
allegories and poetic fables have been miſtaken 
for real hiſtories, | 2 
After preaching at Rochdale, I was agreeably 
furprized by a young woman that called upon me; 
Several years, a girl thirteen or ' fourteen years 
old was remarkable for piety.” But a year or two 
after, When I called upon her with great ex- 
eRation, ſhe had not the leaſt ſavour of it left. 
he came on purpoſe to inform. me, that God 
had reſtored her, and ſhe was now determined, 
to live and die to him, God grant ſhe may! She 
will either be an abandoned apoſtate, ora ſhining 
chriftian, . gd | 
Friday 275. The houſe was well filled at five. 
1 have not feen fo large a morning congregation, 
in proportion to the ſize of the town, ſince 
I returned to England. I was invited to break. 
faſt at Buty, by Mr. Peele, a callico printer, who 
a ſew years ago began with five hundred 3 
al. d is no ſuppoſed to have gained fifty thouſand 
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met the Bands, and admired- 
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Vital ſpark of heavenly flame.“ 
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ds. O whit à miracle, if he loſe not hid 


oul! . 
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Tnente we went on to Bolton. Here are eight 


hundred poor children taught in our Sunday 
ſchools, by about eighty maſters, Who receive no 
bay, buf what tliey are to receĩde from their great 
Mlker. About a hundred of them (part oys 

and part girls,) are taught to ſing. And they 
ſang ſo true, that all finging together, they ſeemed 
to be but one voice! The houſe was throughly 
filled, while I explained and der the firſt 
commandment. What is all morality or religion 
without this? A mere caſtle in the air. In the 
Evening many of the children ſtill hovering round 
the houſe, I deſired forty or fifty to come in 
and ſingſn, . ROE ST AL ie 
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Although ſome of them were filent, not bein 
able to ſing for tears, yet the harmony was ſack 
as I believe could not be equalled” in the Kings 
TT r 
Sunday Auguſt 5, In the morning I met the 
Sele& Society, a lovely company of Humble 
ſimple chriſtians. Several of them appeared 48 
have ſound and deep experience of the thmgs of 
God, and to ſtand ſtedfalt in the liberty where. 
with Chriſt had made them free. The houſe was 
at ten full and warm enough. Mr. Horne read 
prayers, and read them well. | I preached 'on 
thoſe words in the firſt leſſon, How long halt ye 
between two opinions? And was enabled to preſs 
the queſtion home, on the conſciences of the 
hearers; We had five clergymen, (although three. 
only could officiate) and twelve or-thirteen hun- 
dred communicants, And the Maſter of the feaſt 
was in the midſt of us, as many found, to their 


unſpeakable comfort. After preaching. in the 


evening, I took a ſolemn leave of the affectionate 
Society, Here, at leaſt, it undeniably appears, 
5 e F $6 1228. 41:49 ON. 1:3 that 
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chat we have not. run in vain, neither laboured 


in vain. f 


Monday 6. Having taken the whole coach for 


Birmingham, we let gut at twelve o'clock, expect- 


ing to be there as uſual, about five in the evening, 


But having ſix porn within, and eight without, 


the coach could not bear the burden, but broke 
down before three in the morning, But having 
patched. it together as well as we could, we went 
on to Congleton, and got another. But in an 
hour or two, this broke alſo. And one of the 
horſes was ſo throughly tired, that he could hard- 
ly ſet one foot before the other. Aftet all theſe 
hindrances, we got to Birmingham juſt at ſeven, 
Finding a large congregation waiting, I ſtept out 
of the coach into the houſe, and began preachin 
without delay. And ſuch was the goodneſs o 
God, that I found no more wearineſs when 1 
had done, than if I had reſted all the day. 


Here 1 took a tender leave of Mrs. Heath and 
her lovely daughters, about to embark with Mr. 


Heath for America; whom I hardly expect to ſee 


any more, till we meet in Abraham's boſom. 


Tueſday 7. Setting out a little before five, we 
reached Worcefter between ten and eleven: reſting 
till half paſt twelve, and taking freſh horſes at 
T we reached Glofter before five o'clock. 
About ſeven I preached to a numerous congre- 
gation in the new houſe, on I am not E 0} 
the goſpel of Chrift, and ſtrongly applied the wor 
to 1 whom they concerned. is night was 
one of the hotteſt I ever felt in Europe. 

Wedneſday 8. We ſet out at two and from the 
time it was light, rode through. one of the plea- 
ſanteſt countries I ever ſaw. Before five we came 

to Rodbury Place, but we were far too. early for ſo 
genteel a family, Before we reached Malmſbury, 
one of my horſes fell lame: ſo I ſent my own 
chaiſe and horſes directly to Briſtol, and took poſt 
chaiſes the reſt of the day. 

About half hour after four we came to Saliſbury, 
deſigning to go ſtrait forward. to * 
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But to our great ſurprize, there Was not a poſt- 
chaiſe to be hired in the town. After waiting 
ſome time we were informed that notice had been 
given of my preaching in the evening. I then 
law the providential reaſon, why we could not 
leave Sarum. The houſe was full enough in the 
evening, and great was the power of Godin the 
midſt of them. rf "th : 
Ihurſday 9. Deſiring: to be at Southampton as 
ſoon as poſſible, we took chaiſe at four in the 
morning, and (making but a ſhort ſlay at Rumſey) 
came thither between eight and nine, We foun 
two loops near ready to ſail : the Captain of ane 
Promiſed to ſail the next morning. So we. fat 
down content. At ſeven. in the evening I preach. . 
ed in Mr. Fay's ſchool- room, to a ſmall but deeply. 
ſerious congregation, on It is appointed to men, once 
to die. I believe, ſome of theſe will not be forget ful 
hearers, but will bring forth fruit with patience. 
Friday 10. At fix I preached to nearly the fame 


number on Heb. iv. 14. In the afternoon 1 went 


with a gentleman Mr. Taylor) to bear the: 
famous muſician that plays upon the glaſſes. 
By my appearing there (as I had forefeen) am 
heap of gentry attended in the evening. And 
I believe ſeveral of them, as well as Mr. T. him- 
ſelf, did not come in vaia. a enn 

Saturday 11. We went on board the Queen, a 
ſmart Sloop, and ſailed eight or nine leagues with 
a tolerable wind. But it then grew foul, and blew: 
a ſtorm, ſo that we were all glad to put in at 
Yarmouth Harbour. About fix Dr, Coke preached: 
in the market-houſe to a quiet and tolerably: 
attentive congregation, The ſtorm, continuing, 
at eight in the morning, Sunday 12. 1 preached: 
to a much larger congregation. I had uncommon 
liberty of ſpeech, and I believe ſome of them: 
felt, that God was there. At eleven we went to 
Church. There was a tolerable congregation, 


and all remarkably well behaved. The miniſter: 


read prayers very ſeriouſly, and preached: on 
Bleſſea are the poor in ſpirits: At, four I preached 
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again on Luke xix. 42. ove the ſecond leffon 
in the morning] O that thou hadſt known, Sc. the 
market houſe was now more than filled. And 
not a few. ſeemed to hear as for life. In the 
_— Dr. Cole , preached again. We have 
now delivered our own fouls at Yarmouth, and 
truſt God will ſuffer us to go on to Guernſey. 
Monday 1g. We ſet out from Yarmouth with a 

fair wind ; but 'it foon turned againſt us, and 
blew ſo hard, that in the afternoon, we were gla& 
to put in at Swanage. I found we had ſtill a 
little Society here. I had not feen them for 
thirteen years, and had no thought of ſeeing: 
them now : but God does atl things well. In. 
the evening I preached in the Preſbyterian meet-- 
ing houſe, not often I believe, ſo well filled; and 
afterwards paſſed half an hour very agreeabl 
with the miniſter, in the parſonage houſe, whic 
he rents, a neat retired houſe, with a delightful 
garden. Thence we adjourned to the houſe of 
dur old Brother Collias, and between eight and. 
nine went on board. © | 

. Tuefday 14. Safling or-with a fair wind we 
fully expected to reach Guernſey in the aſternoon. 
But the wind turning contrary and blowing 
hard, we found it would be impoſſible. We then 
judged it beſt, to put in at the iſle of Alderney.. 

ut we were very near being ſhipwrecked in the 
Bay. When we were in the middle of the rocks, 
with the ſea ripling all round us, the wind er 
failed. Had this continued we muſt have itruc 
upon one or other of the rocks. So we went to 

rayer, and the wind ſprung up inſtantly. About 
ales we landed, and though we had five beds in. 
the ſame room, ſlept in peace. a 

About eight I went down to a convenient ſpot 
on the Beach, and began giving out a. hymn: a 
woman, and two little children joined us imme- 
diately. Before the hymn was. ended we had a 
tolerable congregation ;. all of whom behaved. 
well, part indeed continued at forty or fifty yards. 
diſtance ; but they wereall quiet — "1 


— 
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It happened (to ſpeak in the vulgar phraſe) 
that ag ole Who ſailed with wo oe 
land, a gentleman with his wife and faſter, were 
near relations of the Governor, He came to us 
this morning, and when I went into the room 
behaved with the utmoſt courteſy. This little 
_ circumſtance may remove prejudice, and make a 

more open way for the Goſpel. | 55 

Soon after we ſet ſail, and after a very pleaſant 
paſſage, through little Iſlands on either hand, we 
came to the venerable caſtle, ſtanding on a rock, 
about a quarter of a mile from Guernſey. The 
Iſle itſelf makes a beautiful appearance, ſpread- 
ing as a creſcent to the right and left: about 
ſeven miles long, and five broad, part high land, 
and part low, The town itſelf is boldly ſituated, 
wiſing higher and higher from the water. The 
Firſt, thing I obſerved in it was, very narrow 
ſtreets, and exceeding high houles. But we quick- 
ly went on to Mr. de _Zer/ey's, hardly a mile from 
the town. Here I found. a molt cordial welcome, 
both from th#&.maſter of . houſe, and all his 
family, I preached at ſeven, iu a large room, to 
as deeply ſerious a regation as I ever ſaw, on 
Jeſus Chriſt, of God made unto us wiſdom, righteouſ- 
nefs, ſunctiſication and redemption. ' _ > 

Thurſday 16, I had a very ſerious congregation 
at five, in a large room of Mr. de Jerſey's houſe. 
His gardens and orchards are of a extent, 
and wonderfully pleaſant. And I know no 
Nobleman in Great Britain, that has ſuch variety 
of the moſt excellent fruit, which, he is every 
year increaſing either from France, or other parts 
of the Continent, What ie of fruit he has, 
you may con ecture, from one ſort only. This 
ſammer he gathered fifty pounds of Strawberries 
daily, for fix weeks together! 

In the evening I preached-at the other end of 
the town in our own PreaChing houſe, - So many 
people fqueezedin (though not nearall who came) 
that it was as hot as a (ſtove. But this none 
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feemed to regard; ſor the word of God was ſharper 


than a two edged ſword. 45 ü 
Friday 17. I waited upon the governor, and 
ſpent half an hour very agreeably. In the after- 
noon, we took a walk upon the pier the largeſt 
and fineſt I ever ſaw. The town is ſwiftly in- 
creafing ; new houſes ſtarting up on every fide. 
In the evening, I did not attempt to go into 
the houſe, but "ſtood near it in the yard ſur- 
Tounded with tall, ſhady trees, and proclaimed to 
z large congregation, God is a ſpirit, and they that 
worſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. 
T believe many were cut to the heart this hour, 
and ſome not a little comforted. © © 
Saturday 18. Dr. Coke, and I dined at the go- 
vernor's. I was well pleaſed to find other com- 
pany. We converſed ſeriouſly for upwards of 
an hour, with a ſenſible, well-bred, agreeable 
man. In the Ten 1 preached to the largeſt 
congregation I have {een here, on Jer. viii. 22. 
and they were all attention. Surely God will 
have a people in this place. | 
Sunday 19. Joſeph Bradford preached at ſix in 
the morning at Mont 1 erres, to a nume- 


rous congregation, I preached at half an hour 


paſt eight, and the houte contained the congre- 
gation. At ten I went tothe French church, where 
there was a large and well behaved congregation ; 
At five we had the largeſt congregation of all: 
of whom I took a ſolemn and lama leave, 
As it is probable I may not ſee' them any more, 
till we meet in Abraham's boſom. O 2 
Monday 20. We took ſhip between three and 


four in the 1 in a very ſmall inconvenient 
0 


floop, and not a ſwift ſailer, ſo that we were 
ſeven hours in ſailing what is called ſeven leagues. 


About eleven we landed at St. Heliers, and went 
ſtraight to Mr. Brackenbury's houſe. It ſtands 
very pleaſantly near the end of the town, and has 
a large, convenient garden, with a lovely ran 
of fruitful hills, which rife at a ſmall diſtance 
From it. I preached in the evening to an ex- 
: : _  ceeding 
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ceeding ſerious congregation, on Matt. iii. ult. 
And almoſt as many were preſent at five in the 
morning, whom I exhorted to go on to perfetton, 
which many of them, Mr. Clarke informs' me, 
earneſtly endeavouring to do. Tueſday 21. We 
took a walk to one of our friends in the country. 
Near his houſe ſtood what they call The College. 
It is a free ſchool, defigned to train up children 
for the Univerſity, exceeding finely fituated, in a 
—_ recels, ſurrounded by tall woods. Not far 
rom it ſtands on the top of a high hill (I ſup» 
_ a Roman mount) an old- chapel, believed to 

e the firſt chriſtian church which was built in 
the iſland. From hence we had a view of the 
whole iſland, the pleaſanteſt 1 ever ſaw, as far 
ſuperior to the Iſle of Wight, as that is to the J 
of Man, The little hills, almoſt covered with 
large trees, are inexpreſſibly beautiful: it ſeems 
they are to be equalled in the 1ſle of Guernſey, In 
the evening I was obliged to preach abroad on, 
Now is the day of ſalvation. I think, a bleſſing ſel- 
dom fails to attend that ſubject. 

' Wedneſday 22. In the evening the room not 
containing the people, I was obliged to ſtand in the 
yard, I preached on Rom. in. 22. 23, and ſpoke 
excecding plain. Even the gentry heard with 
deep attention. How little things does God turn 
to his own glory. Probably many of theſe flock 


together, becauſe 1 have lived ſo many years! 


And perhaps even this may be the means of their 
living for ever ! 

Thurſday 23. I rode to St. Mary's, five or ſix 
miles from St, Helier's, through ſhady pleafant 
lanes. None at the houſe could ſpeak Engliſh, 
but I had interpreters enough. In the evenin 
our large room was throughly filled, I — 
on By grace ye are ſaved through faith, Mr. Rrack- 
£nbury interpreted ſentence by ſentence, and God 
owned his word, though delivered in ſo awkward 
a manne!. But eſpecially in prayer: I prayed in 
Engliſh, nd wir. B. in French, 

I The 


— EEIyY _— 


3 ws a. 4a. ad 


ſeen elſewhere. 


74 1 Wh 
The houſes here are exactly like thoſe in the 


anterior parts of Wales, equal to the beſt farmer's 
houſes in | Lincolnſhire. And the people in gene- 


ral are far better behaved than our country 


Fatmers in England. | wy 
Friday 24. I returned to St. Helier's. The high 


wind in the evening prevented my preaching 
abroad. However on more than the houſe would 


contain, I enforced: thoſe awful words, It is ap- 
ointed unto men once to die, I believe the word fell 
eavy on all that heard, and many wiſhed to die 
the death of the righteous, 


Saturday 25. Having now leiſure, I finiſhed a a 


| ſermon on Diſcerning the ne of the times. This 


morning I had a particular converſation, (as 1 
had once or twice before) with Jeannie Bifſon of 
this town, fuch a young woman as I have hardly 
he ſeems to be wholly devoted 
to God, and to have conſtant communion with 
him. She has a clear and ſtrong underſtanding, 
and I cannot perceive the leaſt tincture of en- 
thuſiaſm. I am afraid, ſhe will not live long. 
I am amazed at the grace of god which is in her, 
I think ſhe 1s far beyond Madam Guzon, in deep 
communion with Cod. And I doubt whe- * 
ther I have found her fellow in England. Pre- 


Cious as my time is, it would have been worth 


my while to come to Ferſey, had it been only to 
ſee this prodigy of grace. 

In the evening God was with us in a very un- 
common manner, while I opened and enforced 


thoſe comprehenſive words, IWe preach Chriſt cru- 
cified. I know not when we have had ſuch an 
opportunity, It ſeemed as if every ſoul preſent 


would have found the ſalvation of God! 
Sunday 26. Dr. Coke preached at five and 1 
at nine-o'clock. Afterwards I heard the Engl: 


ſervice at church: but the coigregation was 
nothing near ſo large as ours at hve in the morn- 


ing. We had a French ſermon in our room at 
three, Afterwards I met the Society; many of 
whom came from the country, and had no 


1 : Engliſh, 


- of God, 


95.1 
Engliſh, So Mr. Brackenbury interpreted ſor me 
again : afterwards we both prayed. Many ofthe 
people ſeemed greatly affected. Between five 
and tix I began preaching inthe yard. But before 
I had finiſhed my ſermon, it poured down with 
rain. So I was obliged to conclude abruptly. 
Monday 27. Captain Cabot, the maſter. of a 
Guernſey floop called upon us early in the morning 
and told us, „If we choſe to go that way, he 
would ſet out between five and fix.” But the 
wind being quite contrary, we judged it beſt to 
wait a little lonzer. In the evening being ap- 
pointed to preach at ſeven, I was obliged to 
preach within, We were extremely crowded: 
bo the power of God was ſo manifeſted while I 
declared; We preach Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, 
that we ſoon forgot the heat, and. were glad of 
being detained a little longer than we intended. 

I thought when-l left Southampton, to have been 
there again as this day. But God's thoughts 
were not as my thoughts. Here we are, ſhut up 
in Jerſey: for how long we cannot tell. But it 
is all well: for thou, Shar haſt done it. It is 
my part, to improve the time, as it is not likely 
I ſhould ever have another opportunity of viſiting 
theſe iſlands. ? 

Tueſday 28. Being ſtill detained by contrary 
winds, I preached at ſix in the evening to a larger 
congregation than ever, in the aſſembly room. 
It conveniently contains five or fix hundred 
228 Moſt of the gentry were preſent, and I. 
believe felt that God was there in an uncommon: 

degree, Being ſtill detained, I preached there. 
again the next evening, to a larger congregation 
than ever. I now judged, 1 had fully delivered 
my own foul: and in the morning the wind 
ſerving for Guernſey, and not for Southampton, 
I returned thither not unwillingly, ſince it Was 
not by Oy choice, but by the clear Providence: 

or in the afternoon I was offered the 
uſe of the aſſembly room, a ſpacious chamber in 
the market-place, which would contain at leaſt 
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thrice as many as our former room. I willingly 
accepted the offer, and preached at ſix to ſuch a 
congregationas I had not ſeen here before. And 
the word ſeemed to fink deep into their hearts. 
I truſt it will not return empty. | 
Wedneſday 29. I defigned to have followed 
the blow in the morning. But I had quite loſt 
my voice. However it was reſtored in the 
evening, and I believe all in the aſſembly room, 
(more than the laſt evening,) heard diſtinctly, 
while Jexplained and applied, I jaw the dead, 


mall and great, ſtand before God, In the morning, 


Thurſday go. I took a folemn leave of the 
Society. We ſet out about nine, and reached 
St. Peters in the afternoon, Good is the will of 
the Lord. I truſt he has ſomething more for us 
to do here alſo. ' After preaching to a larger con- 
gregation than was expected on ſo ſhort a notice, 
on God was in Chrift, retonciling the world unto 
himfelf, 1 returned to Mont-Plazfir, to ſtay juſt as 
long as it ſhould pleafe God. I preached there 
in the morning, Friday g1, to a congregation 
ſerious as death. Afterwards I looked over Arch- 


biſhop Ufter's Letters, and was ſurprized to find, 


that great man was fully convinced, 1. That the 
Septuagint tranſlation continually adds to, takes 
from, and changes the Hebrew text at pleaſure, 
2. That this could not poſhbly be owing to miſ- 
take, but muſt hate been done by deſign. g. 


That the original tranſlation of it was loſt long 


ago, and What has ever ſince gone under that 
name is aſpurious copy, abounding with omiſſions, 
additions and alterations of the Hebrem text; yet 
not ſuch as any way deſtroys the foundation. 

1 defigned to preach abroad in the ee > 
but the furibus wind drove us into the houſe. 


However our labour was not laſt; for many felt 
the ſharpneſs of the two edged (word, while 1 
was expounding: Gal. vi. 14. | 

Saturday, September 1. 'This day twelvemonth 
J was detained in Holland by contrary 9 
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All is well, ſo we are doing and ſuffering the will 
- of our Lord, In the evening the ſtorm driving 
us into the houſe again, I ſtrongly exhorted a 
very genteel audience, {ſuch as I have bete! 
ſeen in England) to aſt for the old paths and w 

therein. | | 


Sunday 2. Being ſtill pent up by the North 


N . 


Eaſt wind, Dr. Coke preached at {ix in the morn- 


ing to a deeply affected congregation, I preached 
at eight on Rom. viii, 33- At one Mr. Vivian, 
a local preacher, preached in French, the language 
of the and. At five, as the houſe would not 
contain half the congregation, I preached in a 
tolerably ſheltered place, on the jeh there is in 
heaven over one inner that repenteth ; and both 
high and low ſeemed to hear it gladly. [| then 
deligned to meet the Society: Par could not, 


The people preſſed fo eager! on every ide, that 


the houſe was filled preſently : ſo that I could 
only give a general exhortation, To walk worthy 
of their profeſſion. 22805 

I was in hopes of failing in the morning, 
Monday 3. but the ſtorm ſo increaſed that it was 


Judged impracticable. Ihe congregation in the 
evening increaſed every day: fo [ truſt we were 


detained for good purpoſe, They appeared to be 
more and more affected; ſo that I believe we 
were not detained for nothing. os cog 
Tueſday 4, The ftorm continued, ſo that we. 
could not ſtir. I took a walk to day, through 
what is called the New Ground, where the gentry © 


are accuſtomed to walk in the evening: both the 
upper ground, which is as level as a' bowling: 


green, and the lower, which is planted: with rows 
of trees, is wonderſully beautiful. In the evening 
I fully delivered my own ſoul by ſhewing what 
it is to build upon a rock. But (till we could not 
ſail, the wind being quite contrary as well as ex- 
cceding high. It was the ſame on Wedneſday, 
In the afternoon we drank :ea at a friend's, who 
was mentioning a Captain juſt come from Frante, 


that propoſed to ſail in the morning for Penzance, * 
N re "oe 
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for which the wind would ferve, though not for 

Southampton. In this we plainly faw the hand of 
God. So we agreed with him immediately: and 
in the morning, Thurſday 6, went on board with 
a fair, moderate wind. But we had but juſt 
entered the ſhip when the wind died away. We 


- cried to God for help: and it preſently ſprung, 


up, exactly fair, and did not ccale till it brought 
us into Penzance- bay. | ; 
We appeared to our friends here, as men riſerr 
from the rar Great was their rejoicing over 
us: and great was the power of God in the midſt 
of the congregation, while I explained and ap- 
ied thoſe words, Whofoever doth the will of God, 


\ the _ my brother and ſiſter and mother. 


aturday 8. Dr. Coke preached at fix, to as many 
as the preaching-houſe would contain. At ten I 
was obliged to take the field, by the multitude of 
people that flocked together, I found a very 
uncommon liberty of ſpeech among them, and 
cannot doubt but the work of God will flouriſh 
in this place. In the evening I preached at St. 
Toes — it being the market day, fo that I could 
not ſtand, as ufual, in the market-place) in a very 
convenient feld at the end of the town, to a 
very numerous congregation, I need ſcarce add, 
and very ſerious: for ſuch are all the congre- 
gations in the county of Cornwall. | 
Sunday 9. Ab6ut nine I preached at the cop- 
-works, three or four aff, yo from St. ves, to 


15 a large congregation gathered from all parts, I 


believe with the demonſtration of the Spirit, I then 
met the Society in the preaching-houſe, which is 
unlike any other in England, both as to its form, 
and materials. It is exactly round, and compoſed 
wholly of brazen flags, which I fuppofe will laſt 
as long as the carth. Between one and two 1 
begun in the market place at Redruth, to the 
largeſt congregation I ever ſaw there. They not 
-nly filled all the windows, but ſat on the tops 
of the houſes.. About five I began in the pit at 
Cuenafp, I ſuppoſe we had a thouſand more than 
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ever were there before. But it was all one: my 
voice was ſtrengthened accordingly, ſo that every 


bone could hear diſtinctly. | 
Monday 10. I had a large congregation at five, 


* 


and a peculiar bleſſing. Fhence I went to Mr. 
Mill's, the Rector of Kenwin, half a mile from 
Truro, a houfe fit for a nobleman, and the moſt 
beautifully fituated of any I have ſeen in the 
county. At noon I preached in the preaching- 
houfe at Truro. It was well filled with deeply 
attentive hearers. Thence we went on through, 
a ſwiftly improving country to St. Awſfile, and 
chad in the new houſe, though not quite 
finiſhed, to a crouded audience, who feemed all 
ſenſible, that God was there. The old houſe was 
well filled at five in the morning, Tueſday 11. 
I did not deſign to preach at Liſcard : but finding 
a few people gathered together, I gave them 'a 
ſhort diſcourſe and then went on to Tarpoint, 
where ſeveral of our brethren from the Dock 
were waiting for us: ſo we croffed over without 
loſs of time, to an earneſt, affectionate people. 
The houſe would ill contain the congregation- in 
the evening, and a joyful meeting it was. 71 

 Wedneiday 12, We went over to Mount Edges 
comb, and walked through all the improvements. 
The ſituation is fine indeed: the lofty. hill, nearly 
ſurrounded by the ſea, and ſufficiently adorned: 
with trees, but not crowded, is uncommonly / 
pleaſant, But it did not ſtrike me like Lord 
Harcourt's ſeat at Nune ham. And are all theſe 
things to be burnt up! "4\ 

At noon 1 preached at Plymouth. The houſe 
was crowded enough, and a ſolemn awe. ſat on 
all the people. As likewiſe in the evening at 
Plymouth Dock. There is an excellent ſpirit in 
this people: and ſuch general peace and unani- 
mity as never was before, | 

Thurſday 13. We ſet out early and dined: at 
Exeter, In the evening we had a crowded con- 
gregation, that drank in every word. This So- 
ciety likewiſe increaſes both in number and 

_ ſtrengths 
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ſtrength. Friday 13. we took the mail coach, 
and in the afternoon came to Bath, Conſidering 
the uncertain notice which had been given, we 
had a larger congregation than was expected. 
And many found it a comfortable ſeaſon; par- 
ticularly thoſe that were in heavinels. f 
Saturday 15. With the aſſiſtance of two of my 
friends I anſwered abundance of letters. In the 
evening we had an uncommon congregation, on 
whom 1 ſtrongly enforced the firſt principles, 
(which indeed never can be too much enforced) 
By grace ye are ſaved through faith. 
Sunday 16. I read 8 at ten, and preached 
with a peculiar bleſſing, and adminiſtered the 
Lord's ſupper to an unuſual number of deeply 
ſerious communicants, At half paſt two I be- 
an again. The chapel was more than filled. 
any could not get in: and it was the ſame caſe 
at fix in the evening. At both times I preached 
conſiderably longer than I uſually do. Surely 
the time is come, when God will cauſe his power 
to be known here allo. . | 
Monday 17. Leaving this Society in a better 
ſtate, than it has. been in for many years, I went 
to Briſtol, where my brother has been for ſome 
weeks. By the way I preached at Wintanburn, 
on the foundation of a new preaching-houſe, 
There was much rain before ee and a 
violent wind all the time I was preaching. Yet 
ſome of theſe I truſt did come to the marriage. 
I had now two or three days to anſwer, my let- 
ters. Every cvening our room was well filled 
with deeply attentive hearers, 
Friday 21. 1 ſpent the evening at the ſchool, 
and was much 2 with the management of it. 
Sunday 23. In the morning my brother read 
prayers and I preached: in the afternoon I 
reached in Temple church to a very large and 
e congregation. My brother deſired to 
preach in the evening. So by the mouth of two or 
_ three witneſſes ſhall every word be eſtabliſhed. 
| 8. On 
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On Monday and the following days I viſited 
the country Societies, and had the ſatis faction to 
find moſt of them growing in grace, and not de- 
crealing in number. 1 
Thurkday 27. About noon I preached at Caftle- 
Cary. How are the times changed! The firſt of 
our preachers that came hither, the zealous mob 
threw into the horſe-pond. Now high and low 
carne'tly liſten to the word that is able to ſave 
their fouls, In the evening I preached at 
Ditchet. Friday 28. I preached at Diichet again, 
at Shepton Mallet, and at Pensford, to ſuch a con- 
gregation as I have not ſeen there for many years, 
and on Saturday returned to Briſtol. 3 
Sunday go. I read prayers and my brother 
preached. I preached in the avenue at Kingſwood 
about two, and at five near King's Square, pro- 
bably the laſt time this year that 1 hall preach in 

the open air. | 
Monday, October 1. and the three following 
days, I ſpoke to the Society one by one, and was 
much refreſhed, as the love of many was not 
grown cold, and their number conſiderably in- 
creafed. | ; | 
Friday 5g. I preached at noon in Kainſiam, and 
the power of Cod was preſent in an uncommon: 
degree. So it was, when I met the children at Mifs 
Bijhop's, and afterwards thoſe at Mr. Stmpfon's.- 
I verily think, the ſpirit and behaviour of theſe 
two ſets of children, gradually affects the whole 
pang which now retains ſcarce any thing of the 
rutality and ſavageneſs for which it was eminent 
lome years ago. In the evening we had a 
watch-night at King ſwood. Ihe weather was 
excceding rough. Yet the houſe was filled ;. and 
few went away, till after the noon of night. 
Sunday. 7. I preached morning and evening, 
and took a ſolemn leave of the affectionate peo- 
ple. Monday 8. Having taken the whole mail: 
coach on Saturday, I went to it on Monday be- 
iween three and four, and found to my great ſur- 
prize, it was filled with other paſſengers, —_— 

cler 
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It was well filled at five on 
I dearly love this people, they are ſo ſimple of 
heart, and ſo much alive to God. After dinner 


dined in London. 
Spitalſields, with the uſual ſucceſs: in the a 


clerk faced me down, I had taken the coach for 
Sunday. But ſome of our friends ſpeaking ſtrong 
words, they thought good to provide us another 
coach: only it. did not reach town quite ſo 
ſoon. I was however ſoon enough, to meet a 


large een on Tueſday evening, and 


praiſe the Lord together. | | 
Wedneſday 10. I retired and ſpent the reſt of 
the week in anſwering letters and preparing mat- 
ter for the- magazine. | 

Sunday 14. I preached in Weft-ftrect chapel 


morning and afternoon, and at St. Swithin's church 


in the evening. Monday 15. I began a little tour 


through Oxfordſhire, I preached at Wallingford 


in the evening, with much enlargement of heart. 
Mr. Pentecroſs called upon me in the morning, 
Tueſday 16. Calviniſm and bitterneſs are fled 
away together, and we willingly gave cach other 
the right hand of fellowſhip. About one 1 
preached at Oxford; to a very quiet deeply ſerious 
Congregation, The houſe at Witney would no- 
thing near contain the people in the evening: 

Wedneſday morning. 


we returned to Oxford, Half an hour before- the 
hour of preaching a heavy rain began. By this 
means the houſe was filled, and not over filled: 
I found great liberty. of ſpeech in enforcing the 
firſt and great ua ade. en And could not 


but hope there will be a great work of God here, 
notwithitanding all the wiſaom of the world. 


; Thurſday 18. We went on to . High Wycombe. 
The work of God is ſo conſiderably increaſed 
here, that although three galleries are added to 
the preaching houſe, it would ſcarce contain the 
people. Even at five in the morning, Friday 19, 


it was throughly filled. Never befoie was there 


ſo fair a proipett of doing good at this place, I 
Sunday 21, I preached in the NR at 
er- 


noon 
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noon at the New Chapel, on the remarkable 


anſwer of Balaam to Balak's queſtion Micah vi. 
10. How clear light had Balaam at that time ! 


But he ſoon turned back, and loved darkneſs rather 
than light ! — 


Monday 23. I went to Canterbury,' and preach- 
ed in the evening on the firſt and great command- 


ment: in the morning Tueſday 2g. on the ſecond, 
We then went on to Dover. In the evening I 
ſtrongly applied the parable of the ſower to a 
ng Wedneſday 25. I ſpoke equally 
plain in the morning. About noon, after an in- 
termiſſion of fifteen years) I preached at Sandwich, 
to more than the houſe contained on Luke ix. 62, 


God applied his word to many hearts, ſo that I have - 


at length a ras for Sandwich alſo. In the even- 
ing I preache 

and powerful. So it was likewiſe in the morning 
Thurſday 26. A good work has been wrought 
here, ſince I was here before, Here is now a 


at Margate. The word was quick 


lively, loving Society, who adorn the doctrine of 5 


God our Saviour. 


In returning to Canterbury, I called upon Mr. 


Kingsford, a man of ſubſtance as well as piety. 
He informed me“ Seven years ago I ſo 2 
loſt the uſe of my ankles and knees, that I could 
no more ſtand than a new born child. Indeed 1 
could not lie in bed without a pillow laid between 
my legs, one of them being unable to bear the 
weight of the other. I could not meve ſrom 
place to place, but on two crutches. All the 
advice I had profited me nothing. In this ſtate I 
continued above ſix years. Laſt year I went on 
buſineſs to London, then to Briſtol and Bath. At 
"Bath I ſent for a phyſician : but before he came, 
as I ſat reading the Bible I thought, . A/a ſought 
to the phylicians and not to God,” but God can 
do more for me than any phylician, Soon aſtcr 
I heard a noiſe in the ſtreet, and riſing up, found 
I could ſtand, Being much 2 r 
feveral times about the room; then I walked 
into the ſquare, and afterwards, on the Briſtol 
O road, 


/ 
N 


walked 


\ 
\ 
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road, and from that time, I have been perfectly 
well: having as full a uſe of all my limbs as I 


. Had ſeven years ago.“ 


We had a comfortable opportunity in the 
evening, and early in the morning. And I left 
Canterbury, Friday 26, with a ſtrong hope, that 
the work of God will flouriſh here, as it has not 
done for many years. In the evening I preached 
to a lovely congregation at Chatham, and on 
Saturday returned to London. | ; 

Monday 29. I looked over alt the manuſcripts 
which I had collected for the Magazine, deſtroycd 
what 1 did not think worth publiſhing, and 
corrected the reſt. - Tueſday go. I went down to 
Miſs Harvey's, at Hinxworth, in . ee 
Mr. Simeon from Cambridge met me tfere, who 
breathes the very ſpirit of Mr. Fletcher the 
chapel was quite crouded in the. evening. I 
preached on that inexhauſtible text and with 
much liberty of ſpirit, By grace ye are ſaved through 
Faith. In the morning, Wedneſday gt. I preached 
on the woman of Canaan, and .in the afternoon 
went over to Mr, Hick's at Wreſftlingworth, 
through ſuch roads as no chaiſe could pals; ſo we 
Had the pleaſure of riding in a farmer's cart, It 
was ſuch a motion as I never felt before : but, 
to make amends, the church was ſo filled as 1 
never had ſeen it. And I was enabled to ſpeck 
with unuſual plainneſs. Surely ſome received 
the truth in the love thercof ! 

Thurſday, November 1. I gave a fair reading 
to Dr. Gerard's Eſſay on Taſte. I ſhould have 
wondered, but that 1 had read his Plan of Edu- 
cation, wherein he adviſes to read Logic aft. 
Such an advice could never have been given, 
but by one that knew nothing about it. Indeed 
he has hardly a clear idea of any thing. Hence it 
was natural for him to produce this ſtrange pe: - 
formance, wherein he talks prettily, but quite 


0 wide of the mark, ſtumbling at firſt ſetting out. 


For genius is no more invention, than it is ſenſe 
or memo). 


Friday 
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Friday 2. I ſet out early, and about noon 
preached at Barnet, to a ſmall, ſerious congrega- 
tion. I then went on to London, 

Saturday g. I had a long converſation with Mr. 
Clulou, on that execrable Act, called the con ven- 
ticle Act. After conſulting the Act of Toleration, 
with that of the 14th of Queen Ann, we were 
both clearly convinced, that it was the ſafeſt wa 
to licenſe all our Chapels, and all our — 
ling Preachers, not as Diſſenters, but ſimply 
Preachers of the Goſpel.” And that no Juſtice 
or bench of Juſtices has any authority to refuſe 
licenſing either the houſe or the preachers. 

Sunday 4. The congregation at the New 
Chapel was far larger than uſual. Aud the 
number of Communicants was ſo great, that I was 
obliged to conſecrate thrice, Monday 3. In my 
way to Dorking, I read Mr. Df, Eflay on 
Genius. It is beyond all comparilon deeper and 
more judicious than Dr. G's Eiſay on that ſubject. 
If the Dr. had ſeen it (which one can hardly 
doubt) 'tis a wonder he would publith his Ellay. 
Yet I can't approve of his method. Why does he 
not firſt define his term, that we may know what 
he is talking about? I doubt, becauſe his own 
idea of it was not clear. For Gentus 1s not [magt- 
nation any more than it is Invention, If we mean 
by it a quality of the ſoul, it is in its wideſt accep- 
tation, an extraordinary capacity, cither for ſome 
particular art or ſcience, or for all, for wnatever 
may be undertaken. So Euclid had a genius for 
mathematics, Tully for oratory : Ariſtotle and 
Lord Bacan had an univerſal genius applicable to 
every thing. 

The congregation was, as uſual, large and 
ſerious, But there is no increaſe in the Society, 
So that we have profited nothing by having our 
ſervice jn the church hours, which ſome imagined 


would have done wonders. I do not know that it 
has done more good any where in England: in 
Scotland I believe it has. 


a Tuelday 


I 
LIucſday 6. I preached about noon at Mitcham, 
We preached here many years ago for ſome time 
but deſpairing of doing any good there, totally 
left the place, A year or two ago a ſpark fell 
upon it, which is now kindled into a flame. So 
that the work of God is more lively here, than 
in any Society near London. I found more life 
than I expected in the evening, among the poor 
N 8 at Wandſworth, who have been long 
| Sou lowed up in the cares of this world. But 
as they have alittle more buſineſs, ſo they have 
more eaſe for their ſouls, . arid ſeem determined; 
to recover the ground they had loſt; _ 

Friday 9. A friend offering to bear my ex- 
pences, I ſet out in the evening and on Sa- 
turday 10, «dined at Nottingham. The preach- 
ing houſe (one of the moſt elegant in Eng- 
kand,) was pretty well filled in the evening. 
Sunday 11, at ten, we had a lovely congrega- 
tion. And a very numerous one in the afternoon. 
But I believe, the houſe would hardly contain one 
half. of thoſe that came to it. I preached a 
Charity Sermon for the Infirmary, which was the 
deſign of my coming. This is not a County In- 
firmary, but is open to all England, yea to all the 
world. And every thing about it is ſo neat, ſo con- 
venient, and ſo well ordered, that I have ſeen 
none like it in the three kingdoms. Monday 12, 
in the afternoon we took coach again, and o 
Tueſday returned to London. N 

Thurſday 253. Even at Poplar, I found a re- 

mark able revival of the work of God. I never 
_ ſaw the 3 houſe ſo filled before: and 
the power of the Lord ſeemed to reſt 6n many of 
the heaters, | Wo. 

Sunday 28. We had as uſual, a large congrega- 
tion and a comfortable opportunity at Spitalfields. 
Monday 19. I began the unpleaſing work of 
viſiting the Claſſes, I ftill continue to do this in 
London and Briſtol, as well as in Cork and Dublin. 
With the other Societies, their reſpective aſſiſt- 
ants ſupply my lack of ſervice. 


Sunday 
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Sunday 25.. I preached two Charity Sermons: 
at Miet- Street, in behalf of our poor children, 
_ Herein I endeavoured to warn them, and all that 
bring them againſt that Engliſh Sin, ungodlineſs, 
that reproach of our nation, wherein we excel 
all the inhabitants of the earth, | 
Thurſday 29, I preached” at, Mr. Edward's in. 
| Lambeth... How. wonderfully does God fit people 
for their work! Here Mrs. Edwards, a perſon of 
no extraordinary natural abilities, teaches near 
2 hundred children and keeps them in as good, 
if. not better order than moſt ſchool miſtreſſes in 
the kingdom! OT | 

Friday go. I met the Committee, to conſider 
the ſtate of our temporal. circumitances.. We 
are ſtill running backward.. Some. way muſt. 
be found, to make our income anſwer our 
expences. . 

Saturday, December 1. I ſaw an uncommon. 
inſtance of diſtreſs, a gentlewoman who uſed to 
keep her coach, ſhut up with her four children. 
in a dark dirty room (her huſband being im- 
priſoned for debt) without almoſt any of the 
veceſſaries of life. No wonder if ſhe had choſe 
ſtrangling rather than life. Et. 
Sunday 2. I was preſt in ſpirit to warn our 
people in ſtrong terms, of the Laodicean ſpirit 
. which had crept in among them. They received 
the W N And many began to ſtir up the 
gift of Cod that is in them: which immediately 
appeared from the very great increaſe of the 
morning congregations. | 

Tueſday 4. I retired to Rainham, to prepare 
another edition of the New Teltament for the 
preſs. Wedneſday 53. I preached at Poorfleet, to 
a deeply ſerious congregation, many of whom 
walk in the light of God's countenance, Thurl- 
day 6. I preached to a large congregation at 
1 I truſt ſome good will be done here 
a0. , . 
Friday 7. I returned to London, and again con- 
ſidered, what was to be done in our prelent 

2. temporal 
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temporal circumſtances? After much conſultation, 
they deſired me, 1. To appoint a few of our 
brethren, to divide the town between them, and 
deſire our brethren that were able, to aſſiſt in this 
exigence: 2, That a collection ſhould be made 
in all our preaching-houſes fot the ſame purpoſe. 
Above three hundred pounds were ſed by 
theſe means, whereby the whole difficulty was 
removed, n 
Sunday 9. I went down at half hour paſt five, 
but found no Preacher in the chapel, though we 
had three or four in the houſe, So I preached 
myſelf. Afterwards enquiring, why none of my 
family attended the morning preaching ? They 
faid, it was becauſe they ſat up too late. Ire- 
folved to put a ſtop to this. And therefore or- 
dered, that 1. Every one under my roof ſhould go 
to bed at nine; that 2. Every one might attend 
the morning preaching, And fo they have done 
ever ſince, | 
Monday 10. I was deſired to ſee the celebrated 
waxwork at the Muſeum in Spring-Gardens. It 
exhibits moſt of the crowned heads in Europe, 
mews their characters in their countenance. 
Senſe and majeſty appear in the King of Spain: 
dulneſs and ſottiſhneſs in the King of France; in- 
fernal ſubtlety in the late King of Pruſſa (as well 
as in the ſkeleton Voltaire :) calmneſs and humanity 
in the Emperor, and King of Portugal: exquifite 
ſtupidity in-the Prince of Orange? And amazing 
coarſeneſs, with every thing that is unamiable in 
the Czarina. : 
In the evening I preached at Peckham to a more 
* awakened congregation than ever I obſerved 
there before, | 
Thuiſday 13. I preached in the evening at 
_ Miſs Teulon's in Highgate. I never ſaw ſuch a 
congregation there before, Will there then be 
good done here at laſt? Well; nothing is too 
hard for God! i 
Sunday 10. After preaching at Spitalfields, 1 

haſtened to St. John's, Clerkenwell, and preached 
e _—_— 2 Charity 
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a Charity Sermon for the Finſbury Diſpenſary, 
as I would gladly countenance every inſtitution 
of the kind. | ; 

Tueſday 18. I retired to Newington and hid 
myſelf for almoſt three days. Friday 21. The 
Committee propoſed to me, 1. That families of 
men. and women ſhould fit together in both 
chapels, 2. - That every one who took a pew 
ſhould have it as his own : thus overthrowing 
at one blow the diſcipline, which I have been 
eſtabliſhing for fifty years! + | 2 

Saturday 22. 1 yielded to the importunity of a 
painter, and fat a hour and an half, in all, for my 

picture. I think it was the beſt that ever was 
taken, But what is the picture of a man above 
fourſcore ! 2 40 e 

Monday 24. We had another meeting of the 

Committee: who after a calm and loving con- 
ſultation, judged it beſt, 1. That the men and 
women ſhould fit ſeparate ſtill, and 2. That none 
ſhould claim any pew. as his own, either in the 
New Chapel, or Weſt-Street. „ 

N. B. A part of Mr. Weſley's Journal which 

ſhould. come in here, is loſt or miſlaid, and cannot 
be found at preſent. ] Me wt 
Feb. 25, 1788. I took a ſolemn leave of the cony- 
gregation at Weſt-Street, by applying once more 
what I had inforced fifty ycars before, By grace 
ye are faved through faith. At the following 
meeting, the 888 of God in a very marvel- 
lous manner filled the place. The next evening 
we had a very numerous congregation at the 
New Chapel, to which I declared the whole - 
counſel of God. I ſeemed now to have finiſhed 
my work in London. If I ſee it again, well: if 
not, I 2 God to raiſe up others, that will be 
more faithful and more ſucceſsful in his work ! 

Thurſday 28. I ſet out in the mail-coach, and 

the next morning came to Bath. Here I found a 
pleaſing RO the congregations are larger * 
than ever, The Society is at length at unity in 
— * H 3 itſelf, 
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itfelf, and conſequently increaſes both in grace 
and member... 2 til Laltigs; 7. Baa of 
Saturday, March 1. (Leap-year) I conſidered, 
What difference do I find by an increaſe of years - 
I find, 1. Leſs activity: I walk flower, particularly 
up hill. 2. My memory is not fo quick: 3. I can't 
read ſo well by candle light, But I bleſs God, 
that all my other powers of body and mind, re- 
main juſt as they were. OO ait 
Sunday 2. I preached at eleven, at half an 
hour paſt two, and at half hour paſt five. The 
firſt- congregation was large, and ſo was the 
fecond, but the third was — the largeſt, filling 
every corner of the houſe, And the power of 
God ſeemed to increaſe with the number of the 
people: inſomuch that in the evening, while L 
was applying, Tome to live, is Chriſt, to die is gain, 
the glory of the Lord ſeemed to overſhadow the 
congregation, in an uncommon manner. And 1 
truſt the impreſſion then made upon rich and 
poor will not ſoon wear off. a 
Monday g. I went on to Briſtol, and having 
two or three quiet days, finiſhed my Sermon 
upon Conſcience. On Tueſday I gave notice of 
my deſign to preach on Thurſday evening, upon 
what is now the general topic,) Slavery. Incon- 
quence of this, on Thurſday, the houſe from 
endto end was filled with high and low, rich and 
poor. I preached on that ancient prophecy, God 
all enlarge Faphet, And he ſhall dwell in the 
tents of Shem; and Canaan be hits ſervant, 
About the middle of the ' diſcourſe, while there 
was on every fide attention as night, a vehement 
noiſe aroſe, none could tell why, and {hot like 
lightning through the whole congregation. - The 
terror and confuſion were inexpreſſible. You 
might have imagined, it was a city taken by 
ſtorm. ' The people ruſhed upon each other with 
the utmoſt violence, the benches were broke in 
pieces: and nine tenths of the congregation 
appeared to be ſtruck with the ſame — In 
. 8 out 
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about fix minutes the ſtorm ceaſed, almoſt as ſud. 


denly as it roſe. And all being calm, I went on 
without the leaſt interruption. yr 

It was the ſtrangeſt incident of the kind I 
ever remember. And believe none can ac- 
count for it, without ſuppoſing ſome preter- 


natural influence, Satan fought, leſt his king, 


dom ſhould be delivered up. We ſet Friday 
apart as a day of faſting and prayer, that God 
would remember thoſe poor oytcaits of men, and 
(what feems impoſſible with men, conſidering the 
wealth and power of their oppreſſors) make a 
way for them to eſcape, and break their chains 
in ſunder, | F 185 
Friday 7. I went over to Ning u ſchool, 
and found every thing there in excellent orde 
Sunday 9. 1 3 at the room morning and 
afternoon, (Mr. Collins reading prayers) and 
about two at the ſchool, though the houſe would 
very ill contain the congregation. Monday 103 
and the three following days I viſited the Claſſes, 
which contained (after many added and many 
loft or removed) a little more than nine hundred 
members. I wonder that with ſuch preachers 
there is ſo little increaſe. Dublin has outrun 
Briſtol already. So will Mancheſter, \heffield, and 
even Birmingham ſoon, unleſs they ſlir themſel ves 
up before the Lord. . bam indus 
Wedneſday 12. I preached in the evening at 
a new place in Little George Street, the pooreſt 
part of the city. And great was our rejoicing. in 
the Lord, among this willing people. e 
Saturday 15. In the evening, having no other 
time, I preached once. more in Temple church. 


= 
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I had no thought of meddling. with, the contro- 


verſy which has lately peſtered this city, till I 
read thoſe words in the fecond leſſon, Which thre 
me full upon it, Who all be punijhed with ever> 


laſting deſtruction from the preſence of. the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power. I then thought it 
peak cad, 


duty to | clearly and ſtrongly upon that h 


Sunday 


into a conſiderable town, A few years lince 


001 
Sunday 16. I was invited by the Mayor, Mr. 
Edger, to preach in his chapel, and afterwards to 
dine with him at the manſion-houſe. Moſt of 
the Aldermen were at church, and a multitude of 
high and low. To whom I explained and a 
plied that awful paſſage of ſcripture, the hiſtory 
of Dives and Lazarus. > > 45 75 
Monday 17. I began my Northern journey in 
a mild, lovely morning. In the evening 1 
reached to ſocroyded an audience at Stroud, as 1 
—— ſeen there for lome years. Tueſday 18. 
I preached in Painſwick at ten. Here alſo we 
wanted room for the audience; and all were ſtill 
as night. At fix in the evening I began at 
Gloſter, Here it ſeems, the ſcandal of the croſs 
ſuch is the will of God!) is ceaſed. High and 
Ww, rich and poor flock together, and ſeem to 
devour the word. I preached on building upon a 
#ock, and ſpoke with all plainneſs. Many, I be- 
lieve, were cut to the heart, for it was a day of the 
Lord's power. 7 | k 
Wedneſday 19. About noon I chedat Tewkf7 


$ury, where allo, notwithſtanding the market, 


the houſe was over filled. And the people were 
deeply attentive. 63-2 : 
The work of God goes on - ſteadily here, 
More and more are continually convinced and 
converted to God. But the preaching houſe 
is far too ſmall, ſo that many who came could 
not get in. We went to Worceſter in the 
afternoon, where alſo the houſe is far too 
ſmall for the congregation. The Methodiſts here 
have by well doing utterly put to ſilence the 
ignorance of fooliſh men: ſo that they are now 
abundantly more in danger, by honour than by 
diſhonour. Thurſday 21. I went to Stourport. 
Twenty years ago there was but one houſe here: 
now there are two or three ſtreets. And .as 
the trade ſwittly increaſes, it will probably grow 


of 'a preaching houſe here, in which both 
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Mr. Cowell largely contributed to the building 


Calviniſts and Arminians might preach. But 
when it was finiſhed, the Arminian preachers 
were totally excluded. Rather than go to law, 
Mr. Cowell built another houſe, both larger and 
more convenient. I preached there at noon to 
a large congregation, — to a much larger in the 
evening. Several clergymen were preſent, and 
were as attentive as any of the people, Pro- 
bably, there will be a deep work of God at 
this place, TX Fi . 
Saturday 22. I breakfaſted at Mr. Liſter's in 
KAidderminſter, with a few very ſerious and pious 
friends, In the evening we had a Sunday con- 
gregation at Birminghame 8 
lere there is a glorious increaſe of the work 
of God. The Society is riſen to above eight 
hundred, ſo that it is at preſent inferior to none 
in England, except thoſe in London and Briſtol. 
Sunday 23. We were greatly ſtraitened for room, 
many being obliged to go away. But I believe 
all that could ſqueeze in, found it good to be 
there. For both in the morning, and afternoon, * 
the power of God was preſent to heal. And lo 
indeed it was on the two following days; par- 
ticularly on Tueſday evening: while I explained, 
Seeſt thou not, how works wrought together with 
his "1-20 And by works was his faith made 
Fect. T6: ue TEA 
Welsede 26, I went on to Wedneſbury, the 
mother-ſociety of Staffordſire, But few of the 
old ſtanders are left; I think, but three out of 
three hundred and fifteen: however. a new gene- 
ration is ſprung up, though hardly equal to the 
former... + -. 
— Thurſday 27. About noon I preached at Dud- 
ley, and with'much liberty of ſpirit: but with far 
more at Wolverhampton in the evening, the new 
houſe being ſufficiently crowded, hat a den 


of lions was this gown tor many years! But now 
h it 
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it ſeems the laſt will be firſt. Friday 28. We 
came to our dear friends at Madelry. Mrs 
Fletcher's health is ſurpriſingly mended : and one 
might take her nephew fos a believer of ſeven- 
years ſtanding ; he ſeems ſo well eſtabliſhed in 
the faith of the goſpel. The congregation was 
furprifingly large in the evening. And great 
was their ſolemn joy, while I applied, When Chriſt 
who ts our life ſhall appear, then ſhall: ye alſo appear 
with him in glory ! 5 

Saturday 29. Having no other time, I went 
over to Salop, and ſpent an afternoon very agree- 
ably. The room was fo crowded in the evening. 
as I never ſaw it before: perhaps the more, by 
reaſon of two poor wretches, who were executed. 
in the afternoon. 'It was given me to ſpeak. 
ſtrong words, ſuch as made the ſtout-hearted. 
tremble. | Surely, there is now, if there never 
= before, a day of ſalvation to this town- 
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Sunday go. I returned to Madelcy, But we 


were diſtreſt by the large concourſe of people. 


It was too cold to ſtand abroad; and the church 
could in no wile contain the congregation. But 
we could not help it: ſo as many as could, 
ot in, the reſt ſtood without or went away. 
he epiſtle led me to preach on the #hree that 
bear record in heaven, which proved ſeaſonable 
for Mrs. Fletcher, In the afternoon. 1 preached' 
on Thus is the record that God hath given unto us. 
eternal life : and this life is in his Son. 
Monday gt. About one | preached: at Stafford. 
to a large and ſerious congregation: and about fix 
in the evening at Lane-end.. Our. Chapel not 
being able to contain one third of the congre- 
gation, they ſtood at the front of Mr. Myat's. 
houſe, where they could all hear perfectly: and 
though the wind was. high and extremely cold, 
none ſeemed to regard it. | 
Mr. Myat was mentioning a little circumſtance, 
which I think worth relating for its —— 
"_ &G- 
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He had two cats with kitzen at once, one of 
Which was the mother of the other, and kittened 
three weeks before: her. But ſhe would not 
ſaffer one of her kittens to ſuck at all, till it was: 
almoſt ſtarved. The younger cat ſeeing this, 
took the kitten and ſuckled.t, till ſhe kittened 
herſelf, and after wards' ſuckled it with her oon 
kittens. Who ean account for this? * 
Tueſday, April 1. We went on to Borſlem, 
where the work of God ſtill proſpers exceed- 
ingly. Sinners, men; women and children, are 
ſtill convinced and converted to God every day. 
And there are exceeding few that draw back, as 
they are much united in affection, and watch over 

each other in love. An HW d 
In the evening, before the time of preaching 
came, the preaching houſe was more than filled. 
Finding it could not contain one half of the 
people, I ordered a table to be in the yard, where 
they ſtood very patiently, though the wind was 
very high and very cold. Afterwards I ſpent a 
comfortable hour with the Society, who com- 
pleatly filled the houſe. x | 
Wedneſday 2. This morning I finiſhed Mr. 
Weſton's ingenious © Diſſertations on the Wonders 
of Antiquity.” Particularly, the darkneſs at our 
Lord's death, and the Pool of Beiheſda., And I 
quite agree with him, „That the chief reaſon 
why theſe and many other miracles were. not 
even mentioned by the heathen hiſtorians, is 
their utter contempt of the chriſtians, and their 
being ſo accuſtomed to the lying wonders which 
were ſo common in the heathen world : whence 
they-naturally ſuppoſed, all the chriſtian miracles 
to be of the ſame ſort, $ 
In the evening I preached to a crowded con- 
gregation at Newcaſtle, and God was in the midſt 
of them. Thurſday g. I crofſed over to Leake, 
where for many years we ſeemed to be plowing 
upon the ſand, But at length the fruit appears. 
Their new houſe would very hardly contain the 
congregation; although it blew a ſtorm, ſo that 
many 
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many of tbe women could hardly bear up againſt 


the wind. In the evening I preached at Congleton. 
Part of the congregation were the Miniſter and 
the Mayor, with ſeveral Aldermen, But they. 
ſeemed aſtoniſhed while I opened and- ſtrongly 


applicd, Thou " have no other God before me. 
Friday 4. We had another violent ſtorm in 


going to Macclesfield. - But there all is calm. 


Their little feuds are-removed, and the work of 
God ſteadily goes on. Sunday 6, The new 
church was half filled in the morning, but 
throughly in the afternoon. And great was our 
rejoicing in the Lord, both then, and at fx in 
the evening. 83 228-1 5 | 
1 took a ſolemn leave of them at five in the 
morning, Monday 7, and with a deal of difficulty 
ot to New-M:lls, the roads over the mountains 
— ſcarce paſſable. But the earneſtneſs of the 
congregation made amends for the difficulty of 
the journey. They are all athirſt for God. 
Wedneſday g. At noon I preached in the chapel 
at Bullockſwithy, one of the moſt famous villages 
in the county, for all manner of wickedneſs. 
But there is a change for the better already, and 
a fair proſpect of a much greater. In the evening 
as well as on the next, the houſe at Stockport was 
throughly filled with people ready prepared for the 


Lord, and adorning the doftrine of God our 


Saviour. 
Thurſday 10. About noon I preached at Aſiton 
to a loving and lively people, and thence went 
on to Oldham. But what could be done here? J 
ſuppoſe the children alone would have filled the 
preaching houſe from end to end. We kept the 
door locked till a little before the appointed time. 
Then I went in, and to as many as the houſe 
would hold, I explained the reſt that remains 
for the people of God: and indeed they had ears 
to hear. Afterward, leaving one to preach again 
after an hour's reſpite, I-went on to Mancheſter. 
Friday 12. The houſe was well filled in the 


evening. I explained andenforced the words of 
St, Fames, 


TW: 


St. James, Seeft thou not kgw works wrought together 
with his faith, and by works was faith made Ha 
I did not hear that any were offended, for the 
bulk of theſe are an underſtanding people. . 
Saturday 12. I took a view of the public li- 
brary, preferable to moſt in England. It is an- 
nexed to the blue coat fchool, wherein fourſcore 
children are to: with all things. And all 
by the munificence of one man, who expreſsly 
forbad any one to add thereto, - | 
Sunday 13. Mr. Simpſon aſſiſting, we dealt very 
well with a crowded congregation. I ſuppoſe 
we had about a thouſand communicants. And 
ſurely God was among them. And ſo he was in 
the evening, while I applied, Thou Halt have no 
. other gods before me. et 
Monday 14. At noon I preached at Northwick 
to ſuch a congregation as ſcarce ever was ſeen there 
before : and had a good hope that after all the 
ſtorms, good will be, done here alſo. In the 
evening I preached to the affectionate congre- 
gation at Cheſter, who want nothing but more life 
and fire, Tueſday 15. I was deſired to preach 
upon the Trinity. The chapel was ſufficiently 
crowded, And ſurely God anſwered for himſelf 
to all candid hearers. 3 | 
Wedneſday 16. I preached about eleven at 
Warrington, (a cold uncomfortable place) and in 
the evening at Liverpool, The houſe was ex- 
tremely crowded, and I found great liberty of 
ſpirit : but ſtill more the next evening, while I was 
. ns. and applying the parable of the ſower. 
ow much ſeed has been ſown in; this town ? 
And, bleſſed be God, all is not loſt, Some has 
brought forth thirty, fome ſixty, and ſome a 
hundred fold, 
Friday 18. Notice having been given at Wigan, 
of my preaching a ſermon for the Sunday ſchools, 
the people flocked from all quarters in ſuch a 
manner as never was ſeen before, I ſpoke with 
all poſſible plainneſs on, Repent ye and believe the 
goſpel, And it ſeemed to ſink deep into the 
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hearts of the hearers. Surely the kingdom of hea- 


ven 73s at hand. | | 
Saturday 19. We went on to Bolton, where I 
Pres in the evening, in one of the moſtelegant 
10uſes in the kingdom, and to one of the livelieſt 
con,regations.” And this I muſt avow, there is 
not ſuch a ſet of ſingers in any of the Methodiſt 
congregations ih the three kingdoms. There 
cannot be, for we have near a hundred ſuch 
trebles, boys and girls, ſelected out of our Sunday 
ſchools, and accurately taught, as are not found 
together in any 8 cathedral, or muſic room 
within the four ſeas. Beſides, the ſpirit with 
which they all ſing, and the beauty of many of 
them ſo ſuits the melody, that I defy any to 
exceed it, except the ſinging of angels in our 
Father's houſe. | 
Sunday 20. At eight and at one, the houſe was 
throughly filled. About three I met between 
nine hundred and a thouſand of the children 
belonging to our Sunday ſchools, I never ſaw 
ſuch a ſight before. They were all exactly clean, 
as well as plain in their apparel. All were 
ſerious and well behaved. Many, both boys and 
girls, had as beautiful faces, as, I believe, England 
or Europe can afford, When they. all ſung toge- 
ther, and none of them out of tune, the melody 
was beyond that of any theatre. And what is 
beſt of all, many of them truly fear. God, and 
ſome rejoice in his ſalvation, Theie are a pat- 
tern to all the town. Their uſual diverſion is, 
to viſit the poor that are ſick, {ſometimes fix or 
eight, or ten together) to exhort, comfort, and 
pray with them. Frequently ten .or more of 
them get together, to ſing and pray by themſelves: 
ſometimes thirty or forty: and are ſo carneſtly 
engaged alternately ſinging, praying, and crying 
that they know not how to part. You, children 
that hear this, why ſhould not you go and do 
likewiſe ? Is not God here, as well as at Bolton ? 
Let God ariſe, and maintain his own cauſe! Even 
out of the mouths of babes aud ſucklings, - " . +. __ 
F | Monday 
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Monday 21. I went on through miſerable 
roads: to Blackburn; where, notwithſtanding the 
continued rain, the new preaching: houſe was 
throughly filled with ſerious, well behaved peo- 
ple.. Tueſday 22. n. equally good roads, 
we got on to Paddtham, preached at eleven to 
as quiet a congregation, though not ſo lively, as 
that at Bolton, From hence we went in the after- 
noon,. through {ſtill more wonderful roads, to- 
Haſlanden. They were ſufficient to lame any 
horſes, and ſhake any 1 in W N. B. 
I will never attempt to travel theſe roads again, 
till they are effectually mended ! 

A gentleman, no. way connected with us, has 
built us a neat preaching houſe here, deſiring 
only three per cent for what he has laid out, 
(about eight hundred pounds) provided the ſeats 
ſet for ſo much, of which there is little doubt. 
It was well filled in the evening with ſerious 

eople lying in the midſt of many Societies. 
Wednef y 23. We hobbled on to Bury, through | 

roads equally deplorable, but we met a lively 
congregation, which made us forget our labour. 
In the evening I preached to another lively con- 
gregation at Rockdale, Formerly we had much 
trouble here: but it is paſt, md they now hold 
the unity of the ſpirit, in the bond of peace. 

Thurſday 24. About ten we began the ſervice 
in the church at Todmorden, crowded ſufficiently, 
I found uncommon liberty among theſe poor 
mountaineers, We had a pleaſant road from 
hence to Burnley, where a multitude of people 
were waiting, But we had no houſe that could 
contain them. Juſt then the rain ceaſed: ſo we 
went into the inn yard, which contained them 
well. And it was an acceptableFeaſon, as indeed 
it was both the times before, when I preached. 
at Bury. 

Friday 25.. In the evening I preached at Cola, 
This is che fifth rainy day we have had. How- 
ever the houſe was pretty well filled. And J 
ſtrongly exhorted them that had left their firſt 
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love, To remember from whence they had fallen, to re- 
tent and to do their firſt works, 1 
Sunday 27. I preached at Haworth church in 
the morning, crowded ſufficiently : as was Bingley 
church in the afternoon : but as very many could 
not get in, Mr. Wrigley preached to them in the 
ſtreet, ſo that they did not come in vain. In the 
evening we went on to Halifax. | 
Monday 28. The houſe in the evening was 
throughly filled with hearers that devoured the 
word, Tueſday 29. I was deſired to preach in 
the church at Sowerly, four miles from Halifax. 
It ſtands on the brow of a high and ſteep moun- 
tain. Rich and poor flocked together to it: 
whom I exhorted to Acquarint themſelves with God 
and be at peace. 1 found much liberty of ſpirit 
among them: and ſtill more at Halifax in the 
evening, when it ſeemed, as if the windows of 
heaven were opened: as alſo at five in the morn- 
ing, when I took a ſolemn leave of this affec- 
tionate people, | 

Wedneſday go. About eleven the ſervice be- 
gan at Olney, After the Curate had read prayers 
to a large and ſerious congregation, I preached 
on It is appointed for all men once to die. I believe 
many felt as well as heard the word. About fix 
I preached at Huthersfield Where our brethren 

are now all at peace and unity with each other. 
In the evening I went to our quiet and delightful 
retreat at Longwood-houſe, 

Thurſday, May 1. The congregation at five 
was exceeding large, coming — many miles 
rc und: but that at Shelly, a lone place, ſix or 
ven miles from Huthersfield, where I was con- 

1 to preach in the open air at nine, was 

ſix or ſeven times larger: indeed the largeſt I 

have feen ſince I left Mancheſter: and the power 

of God was eminently preſent, both to wound 
and to heal. I belicve the congregation at Wake- 
field in the evening was larger even than this. 

And the verdure of the trees, the ſmoothnels of 

the meadow, the calmneſs of the evening, mg the 

ines 


13 


illneſs of the whole congregation, made it a de- 
ightful fight. | | 

Friday 2. I went on to Bradford, I feared 
the jars which had been here, would have leſ- 
ſened the congregation, But it was as large” as 
ever I remember it on a week day, and as deeply 
attentive as ever. A large number attended 
again at five in the morning. In the afternoon 
I ſpent ſome hours with the truſtees of £ccleſhil! 
Houſe : but 1 might as well have talked to ſo 
many poſts, In the evening we had a lovely 
congregation again, to whom I explained the 
former part of the fourteenth of the Revelation, 
Theſe had ears to hear: and many of them re- 
Joiced with joy full of glory. 
: Sunday - It CID without extreme diffi- 
culty that we could get into the church: but it 
was worth all the labour. I ſtrongly applied 
thoſe words in the epiſtle for the day, The end of 
all things is at hand ; be ye therefore ſober and walch 
unto prayer. It ſeemed, as if the whole congre- 
gation was moved. I believe that hour will not 
{oon be forgotten. 8 7 

The concourſe of people at Birſtal about four, 

was greater than ever was ſeen theie before, 
And the wind being very high, it. was feared not 
half of them would be able to hear, But God 
was better to them than their fears. Afterwards . 
we found, that all could hear diſtinaly : ſo if 
they hear me no more, 1 am clear of their blood, 
I have declared to them the whole counſel of God. 

| Monday 5. About nine I preached to the 
loving people at Morley, on 1 Pet. i. 3. and then 
went forward to Leeds ; where (Mr, Hay having 
ſent me word, that “it was not convenient for» 
him to receive me,“) Mr. Floyd, and every one 
in his houſe received me with all gladneſs. We 
had a full houſe in the evening. 1 explained 
and applied James ii. 22. which I ſuppoſe was 
never more necelful to be inſiſted upon, than it is 
this day, . | 
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Tueſday 6. About eleven I accepted the invi- 
tation of Mr. Stone, a truly pious and active man, 
and preached in his church at Rawdon, ten miles 
from Leeds, to a very ſerious congregation on 
Mark i. 15. Repent ye and believe the goſpel. 

In the evening I preached at Otley to a lovely 
congregation, and at five in the morning. At 
four in the afternoon I preached at Pately-bridge, 
and ſetting out at four on Friday morning, 
reached Kendall that evening oP one miles, ) 
and Whitehaven at five on Saturday the tenth. 

The congregation in the evening rejoiced much, 
as they had not ſeen me for four years. But 
ſcarce any of the old ſtanders are left: two and 
forty years have {wept them away. Let us who 
are left live to day. Now is the day of ſal- 
vation! | | 

May 11. Whitſunday, in the morning while 
thoſe words were applied, And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, his power was eminently pre- 
ſent in the congregation, But much more in the 
evening. At noon Joſeph Bradford preached in 
the market-place to a numerous congregation. 
And I am not without hope, that poor Whitehaven 
will lift up its head again. | 
Monday 12. About eight I began preaching in 
the market-houſe at Cockermouth. I was ſurprized 
to find ſeveral of thoſe that are called the beſt of 
the town there. And they were one and all ſerious 
and attentive, So we had a ſolemn parting. 
Hence we went on to Carlifle, I never found 
this Society ſo well united before. The preach- 
ing houſe, begun three or four years ago, is now 
completely finiſhed, It is neat, lightſome, and 
chearful. But it was very ill able to contain the 
congiegation, Several Miniſters were there: 
and fo was the power of God in an uncommon 
degree. All that were under the roof ſeemed to 
be moved more or leſs: and fo they were in the 
morning, Tueſday 1g. when I beſought them to 
preſent themſelves a living ſacrifice to God, 
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Jo day we went on through lovely roads to 
Dumfries. Indeed all the roads are wonderfully 
mended, ſince I laſt travelled this way. Dum- 
fries 1s beautifully ſituated, but as to wood and 
water, and gently riſing hills, &c. is, I think the 
neateſt, as well as the molt vivilized town that I 
have ſeen in the kingdom. Robert Dall ſoon 
found me out. He has behaved exceeding well, 
and done much good here, But he is a bold 
man. He has begun building a preaching-houſe, 
larger than any in Scotland, e thoſe in Glaſgow 
. Edinburgh ! In the evening I preached abroad 


in a convenient {treet, on one ide of the town. 


Rich and poor attended from every quarter, of 
whatever denomination, And every one ſeemed 
to hear for life. Surely the Scots are the beſt 
hearers in Europe! N 
Wedneſday 14. At five I was importuned to 
each in the preaching-houſe. But ſuch a one 
ee ſaw before! It had no windows at all ; 
ſo that although the ſun ſhone bright, Te could 
ſee nothing without candles, But I believe our 
Lord ſhone on many hearts, while I was applying 
thoſe words, I will be thou clean. I breakfalted 
with poor Mr. Afkton, many years ago a member 
of our Society in London but far happier now 
in his little cottage, than ever he was in his 
proſperity. | 
When 1 was in Scotland firſt, even at a noble- 
man's table, we had only fleſh meat of one kind, 
but no vegetables of any kind : but now they are 
as plentiful here as in England. Near Dumfries 


there are five very large public gardens, which 


furniſh the town with greens and fruit in abun- 
dance, | 
The congregation in the evening was nearly 
double to that we had the laſt. And, if it was 
poſſible, more attentive, Indeed one or two 
gentlemen, ſo called, laughed at firſt, but they 
quickly diſappeared, and all were {till while [ 
explained, the worſhip of God in ſpirit and in 
truth, Two of the Clergy followed me to my 
| lodging, 
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lodging, and gave me a preſſing invitation to 
their houſes. Several others intended it feems 
to do the ſame, But having a long journey 
before me, I left Dumfries, earlier in the morn- 
ing than they expected. We ſet out Thurſday 
the 15th at“ four, and reached Glaſgow, Friday 
16th, before noon. Much of the country as 


we came is now well improved, and the wilder- 


neſs become a fruitful field, 

Our new preaching-houſe will, I believe, con- 
tain about as many as the chapel at Bath. But 
O the difference! It has the pulpit on one ſide, 
and has exactly the look of a Preſbyterian meet- 
ing-houſe. It is the very ſiſter of our houſe at 
Brentford. Perhaps an omen of what will be 
when I am gone! I preached at ſeven to a tole- 
rably large congregation, and to many of them at 
five in the morning, At fix in the evening they 
were increaſed four fold. But ſtill I could not 
find the way to their hearts. - 

Sunday 18. I preachedat eleven on the parable 
of the ſower, at half paſt two on P/alm l. 2g: 
and in the evening on. Now abideth theſe three, 
faith, hope, love. I ſubjoined a ſhort account of 
2 particularly inſiſting on the circum- 
ſtances. There is no other religious Society 
under heaven, which requires nothing of mem in 
order to their admiſſion into it, but a deſiręe to- 
ſave their ſouls. Look all round you, you can't 
be admitted into the Church or Society of the- 
Preſbyterians, Anabaptifts, Quakers, or any others, 
unleſs you hold the ſame opinions with them, and. 
adhere to the ſame — of worſhip. The: 
Methodiſts alone do not inſiſt on your holding this. 
or that opinion, but they think and let think. 
Neither do they impoſe any particular mode of 
worſhip, but you may continue to worſhip in, 


your former manner, be it what it may, Now I 


do not know any other religious Society either 
ancient or modern, wherein ſuch liberty of con- 
ſcience is now allowed, or has been allowed ſince 


the age of the Apoltles! Here is our org. 
| | An 
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And a glorying peculiar to us! What Society 


ſhares it with us! 

Monday 19. I went.to Edinburgh, and preached 
to a much larger congregation than I uſed to ſee 
here on a week day, I ſtill find a frankneſs and 
openneſs in the people of Edinburgh, which I find 
in few other parts of the kingdom. I ſpent two 
days among them with much ſatisfaction: and 1 
was not at all diſappointed, in finding no ſuch 
increaſe, either in the congregation or the 
erik as many expected from their leaving the 

irk. | 

Thurſday 22. The houſe at Dalkeith being far 
too ſmall, even at eight in the morning, to con- 
tain the congregation, ſo I preached in a garden 
on Seek ye the Lord while he may be found: and 
from the eager attention of the people, I could 
not but hope, that ſome of them would receive 
the truth in love. In the evening I preached in 
the houſe at Dunbar, nr well filled on 
Job xxii. 2, 3. I believe with 8 


« The Spirit of convincing Speech:“ 


But much more, at five in the morning, Friday 
23. And will God manifeſt his power among 
theſe dry bones alſo ? Immediately after preach- 
ing we ſet out. How is the face of this country 
changed in a few years! It was twenty years - 
ago dreary enough ; but is now as a pleaſant 
garden, But what is moſt remarkable is, the 
bridge which connects the two mountains, the 
Peas, together: one of the nobleſt works in 
Great Britain: unleſs you would except the 
bridge at Edinburgh which lies directly acroſs the 
Cowgate : ſo that one ſtreet (a thing not heard of 
before) runs under another ! 

About noon we came to Berwick-upon-Tweed. 
But the town being all in a hurry, on occaſion 
of the fair, ſo that I could not conveniently 
Preach in the market-houſe ; I was glad that Mr. 
Atchefon, the Preſbyterian Miniſter, offered = 
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the uſe of his chapel, It was a large commo- 


dious place. Several of his hearers attended, to 
which I ſpoke exceeding plain, in the evening 
1 1 Cor. xui, 3. and in the morning, on 1ſfaiah 
ix. 1—g. | | 

Saturday 24. About one we reached Alnwick. 
J was a little ſurprized at the new preaching- 
houſe, (in which I preached in the evening) ex- 
actly reſembling the meeting houſe we hire at 

rentford © Had they no eyes! Or had never ſeen 
any Engliſi houſe ! But the ſcarecrow muſt now 
ſtand without remedy, | 

Sunday 25. This was the day, on which all the 
nonjuring congregation in Scotland, began by 
common agreement, to pray in all their public 
worſhip, for King George and his family. I 
preached at nine, at two and at half paſt five; 
the laſt time on the Goſpel for the day (the 
hiſtory of Dives and Lazarus,) with much enlarge- 
ment of Spirit. Aftergpreaching at five in the 
morning, on Matt. xxvi. and taking a folemnleave 
of the congregation, I went on to Morpeth, but 
was informed the town-hall was totally engaged: 
the lower part by a company of players: the 
upper by a dancing-maſter, . — the lat · 
ter did ſcruple the having his right: ſo 1 
preached to the largeſt congregation I ever ſaw 
there. And our Lord ſeemed to x 


« Dart into all the melting power \ 
Of love, and make the mountains flow.“ 


It was indeed a wonderful ſeaſon, ſuch as we had 
ſcarce had before, ſitice we left Briſtol, In the 
evening I preached at Newcafile, to luch a con- 

regation, as was never there before, unteſs on a 
„. And indeed all the congregations, 
morning and evening were tuch as had not been 
before fince the — 7 was built. Surely this is 


the accepted time for Newcaſtle, Perhaps I may 


{ee it no more ! 
b ; At 
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At noon 1 preached in the lower houſe at noon | 
to a very crouded congregation. And I believe 
moſt of them felt that God was there; for it was 
as a ſcaſon of great refreſhment, So it was at the 
upper houſe, in the evening. I doubt not but God 
will be glorified in both, provided the people in 
each agree to provoke one another rs to love 
and to good works. | 

Saturday 31. At five I preached in the lower 
houſe to a numerous congregation : I believe the 
greater part of whom had no thought of ſalvation, 
till they heard the preaching at this place. Were 
it only for the ſake of theſe, I do not regret all 
the trouble I have had, on occaſion of this build- 
ing. 

41 nine I preached in Soutkh-Skzetds to a large 
and ſerious congregation, ready prepared for the 
Goſpel. In the evening at Sunderland, to an ex- 
perienced people, many of whom are rooted and 
grounded in love. 

Sunday, June 1. I willingly accepted of Mr, 
Hampſon's invitation, e eee in his church 
morning and afternoon, I ſuppoſe it was hardly 
ever ſo filled before. And the power of God 
was preſent to heal. It was doubted, whether all 
3 hear? In order to try, Joſeph Bradford 
ſtood in the fartheſt corner. And he could hear 
every word, I preached in our chapel at fix, But 
abundance of people could not get in, I was 
ſorry I did not preach abxoad, while ſo many 
were athirſt for the word. 

Monday 2. About noon I preached at Cocker- 
mouth. 1 had never ſuch a {taſon there before. 
The. glory of the Lord ſcemed to fill the houſe, and. 
the people trembled befefe him. We had ſuch 
another opportunity ad Sunderland in the eve- 
ning; ſurely God will be glorified in this place. 

'Lucſday g. I returned to Newcaſtle, and preached 
in the evening on the“ Reft that remaineth for the 
people of God.” And a few have believed our 
 geport, and are Cager to enter into it. 


Thurſday 


— eee ates act — 


went out, without the leaſt hurry or contuſion, 
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' Thurſday 5. Deſiring to pay one more viſit 
to the loving Society in Wardale, I ſet out early, 
and drove through wonderful roads to Wodlfing- 
ham, a town near the entrance of the vale, 1 
could not preach abroad, becauſe of the ſtorm, 
and the houſe would not near contain the people. 
However as many crowded in, as could : the reſt 


got near the door or windows, and ſurely the 


willing mind was accepted. | 

In the evening the wind being ſtill very high, 
I was obliged to preach within, in Wardale alſo. 
And it was a time of uncommon bleſſing, Friday 
6. Going out of my room I miſſed a ſtep, and 
fell forward, ſo that the edge of one of the ſtaids 
came a quarter of an inch above my right eye, 
exactly upon myeyelid, I put alittle white paper 
upon it, which immediately ſtopped the bleeding, 
and preached without any inconvenience. The 
work of God has much increaſed here lately : 
many have been convinced of fin ; many juſtified, 
{ome perfected in love, and many added to the 
Society. 

Friday 6. We returned to Stanhope, formerly 
the ſeat of ſeveral great families, now an incon- 
ſiderable village. It is eminent for nothing in 
this age, but, a very uncommon degree of wicked- 
neſs, I preached at five, in what I underſtood 


was once the market-place, to an exceedingl 


numerous congregation, I preached on 1/aiah 


Iv. 6, 7. and if ever, with the demonſtration of 
the ſpirit, The people were all bowed down to- 
gether, as the heart of one man, Surely God 
will have people in this place! 

Saturday 7. Our brethren thought the preach- 
ing-houſe would contain the congregation at five 
in the morning. It was a large upper room: but 
before I began to ſpeak, it was excecdingly 
crowded : and the main beam that ſupported it 
giving way, the floor began to fink. Some cry- 
ing out, © The room is falling,” one man leaped 
out of the window, the reſt flowly and 2 
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ſo that nothing was hurt, except a poor dog that 
was under the window. I then preached in the _ 
open air, to \wice or thrice as many as the room \ 
would have contained, who were all attention! 
O how white are theſe fields to the harveſt! =. 
About twelve, I preached to a lovely congre- 
gation at Burnupfield, on Rqoice ia the Lord, O ye 
rigliteous. I have found*nothing like it, ſince I 
left London: ſuch was th' o'erwhelming power 
.of grace divine!” I know not that ever I felt 5 
ſuch ſel f- abaſement before. And the whole con- 
gregation ſeemed almoſt equalty moved. And ſo 
they Were at Newcaſtle in the evening, while I 
explained and ſtrongly applied, I am the all-ſuf- 
Acient God walk before me, and be thou perfect ! 
Sunday 8, I preached at the Ballaſt-Hills, about 
half. an hour after eight. I think the congre- 
gation was nearly double, to that I had here two 
years ago. And they increaled in curneſtneſs as 
much as in number. About two I preached at 
Gatz?/head-fell, to 1 ſuppoſe twice as many as were 
at the Ballaji-hills, on the joy that is in heaven 
over one inner that repenteth, Though the ſun 
was very hot, and the wind very cold, the peo- 
ple regarded neither one nor the other. They 
teemed only to attend tothe voice of God, and 
the breathing of his ſpirit, 
In the evening 1 preacned near the Keelmen's | 
Floſpital, within fight of the place where I 
preached the firſt Sunday I was at Newcajtile, and 
| think to the largelt congregation, which I have 
ſeen at Newraji/: ſince that time. The ſecond 
Jetion tor the evening ſervice ſupplied me with a 
tout, 2 Cor, vi. 1. We len, as workers, Sc. The 
people appeared to devour the word: and I did 
nt ſpare them. I was then ready to Jay, Now 
1 ain clear from the blood of theſe men, No! I 
tare not | judge not my own ſelf! Ile that 
zudgeth me is the Lord! 
Monday 9. I preached at Durham about 
eleven, to more than the houſe coultl contain, 
Even in this polite. and clegant city, we now 


4 "on 
R want 


| 110 J 
want a larger chapel, In the evening I preached 
near our preaching-houſe, to a large multitude, 
I think, as numerous as that at Cateſhead. fell. 
Many of the Durham militia, with ſeveral of 
their officers were there. And all of them 
ſeemed to receive the word, not as the word of. 
man, but as indeed the word of God. 

Tueſday 10. We went through one of the 
leaſanteſt countries I ever ſaw to Darlington, 
Before I left Newcaſtle, I was defired to read a 
ſtrange account of a young woman, late of Dar- 
lington. But I told the Te. who brought it, 
I can form no j 1 till I talk with Margaret 
Barlow herſelf. This morning ſhe came to me, \ 
and again in the afternoon, and I aſked her 
abundance of queſtions. I was ſoon convinced, 
that ſhe was not only ſincere, but. deep in grace, 
and therefore incapable of deceit. I was con- 
vinced likewiſe, that ſhe had frequent inter- 

courſe with a ſpirit, that appeared in the form 

of an angel. I know not how to judge of the reſt, ( 
Her account was, „For above a year, I have | 
ſeen this angel, whoſe face is exceeding beautiful, 
her raiment (ſo ſhe ſpeaks) white as ſnow, and 
gliſtening like filver, her voice unſpeakably ſoft 
and muſical. She tells me many things before 
they come to paſs, She foretold, „I ſhould be 

ll at ſuch a time, in ſuch a manner, and well at 

Moch an hour;” and it was ſo exactly. She has 

d, Such a perſon ſhall die at ſuch a time, and 4 

be did ſo.” Above two months ago ſhe told 

me, Tour brother was dead, (I did not know 
you had a brother,) and that he was in heaven, 
And ſome 'time lince ſhe told me, you will die in 
leſs than a year. But what ſhe has moſt earneſtly 
and frequently told me is, That God will in a 
ſhort time be avenged of obſtinate ſinners, and 
will deſtroy them with fire from heaven.” Whe— 
ther this will be ſo or no, I cannot tell: but when 
we were alone, there was a wonderful power in her 
words, and as the Indian ſa'd to David Brainard, 


6 They did good to my heart,” 
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as yet no fronts, were frightful to look wy 
nd. 
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It is ah6ve a year ſince this girl was firſt viſited 
in this manner, being then between fourteen and 
fifteen yeprs old. But ſhe was then quite a wo- 
maniſh gi, and of unblameable behaviour. 

Suppoſe that which appeared to her was really 
an. angel, yet from the face, the voice and the 
apparel, ſhe might eaſily miſtake him for a 
female: and this miſtake is of little conſequence. 

Much good has already reſulted from this odd 
event, and is likely to enſue, provided thoſe 
who believe, and thoſe who diſhelieve her re- 


port, have but patience with each other, 


We had a love-feaſt in the evening, at which 
ſeveral ſpoke deep experience in a plain, artleſs 
manner, And many were great]y 'comforted, 
and ſtirred up more intenſely to hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, | 
' Wedneſday 11. About noon I preached at 
Stockton ; but the houſe would not contain the 
congregation: nor indeed at Farm in the even- 
ing. Here I heard what was quite new to me, 
namely, That it is now the cultom in all good. 
company to give obſcene healths, even though 
Clergymen be preſent; one of whom lately re- 
fuſing to drink ſuch a health, was put out of the 
room. And one of the forwardeſt, in this wor- 
thy company, was a Biſhop's ſteward! - 

Thurſday 12. Between one and two we had a 
larger congregation at Potto, than I ever ſaw 
there before. At Helton Rudly in the evening I 
ſpoke ſtrongly to the backſliders: and I think, 
not in vain, : 

At eight I preached to a lovely congregation 
at Stokefley, with much liberty of ſpirit: and at 
eleven in Grſborough, to one far larger and equally 
attentive, In the evening I preached at Whitby, 
in the new houſe, throughly filled above and 
below, though it contains twice as many as the old 
one, and although the unfiniſhed galleries, having 


It is the moſt curious houſe we have in Eng 


You go up to it by about forty ſteps, and have 
K 2 then 
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then before you a lofty front, I judge near fifty 
feet high, and fifty four feet broad. So much 
ainers have we been, by the loſs of the former 
houſe. Beſide that it ſtood at one end of the, 
town, and in the very fink of it, where people 
of any faſhion were aſhamed to be ſeen, | 
Saturday 14. At five in the morning we had 
a large congregation, but it was more than 
doubled in the evening, And at both times, 1 
could not but obſerve the uncommon earneſtneſs 
of the people. Sunday 15. The houſe was well 
filled at feven, For the ſake of the country 
people, who flocked fiom all ſides, I preached 
again at half an hour paſt one: on The end of all \ WW 
taings is at hand : be ye therefore ow and watch 
unto prayer. After preaching at five on the edu- 
cation of children, I made a colle&ion for 
Ringswood School; the rather, that I might have 
an opportunity of refuting that poor, threadbare 
ſlander, of my getting ſo much money.” We 
concluded our fervice with a comfortable love» 1. 
feaſt. 
Monday 16. From the plain people at WWhiby, 
I went on to the elegant congregation at Scar- 
borough, 1 was ſurprized at their flocking toge- 
ther in ſuch numbers, many more than the houſe 
could contain, And I ſtrongly enforced Now tis 
the accepted time, now ii the day of ſalvation, 
Tueſday 17. Deſiring Jo/eph Bradford to preach 
at five, I did not preach till three. I then urged 
on a very genteel congregation, One thing is nced- 
ful» and ſurely the power of the Lord was e to 
heal them, in a manner, I have not often found: 
and again in the evening, while I enforced, 
He is able to ſave to the uttermoſt them that come unto 
God by him. 3 
Wedneſday 18. I deſigned to preach in the 
ſtreet at Burlington: but the wind and duſt 
would not ſuffer it. So as many as could, preſſed 
into the houſe, but near as many were conſtrained 
to go away. I preached on Rev, xx, 12, and I be 
lieve, not in vain, 
Thurſday 
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Thurſday 19. I went about forty miles out 
of my way, to ſee my old friends at Malton, and 

articularly, old Mr. Wilſon, at whole houſe I 
Eſt lodged there. Between eleven and twelve 1 
began preaching on, I. is ap pointed for men once 
to die. And God applied his word, one would al- 
moſt have thought, to every one under the roof, 
It was a glorious opportunity! The people were 
gathered from many miles round, and [I think few 
repented of their labour. As ſoon as the ſervice 
was over, I haſted away, and reached Beverley 
(twenty eight miles; in good time. The houle 
here, though greatly enlarged, was well filled, 
with high and low, rich and poor. And (it being 
the day of the Archdeacon's viſitation,) many of 
the Clergy were there, I rejoiced in this, as it 
might be a means of removing prejudice from 
many ſincere minds. 

Friday 20. I went on to Hull, and in the even- 
ing explained and applied thoſe remarkable words 
of our Lord, Whoſoever doth the will of God, the 
fame is my brother, and ſiſter, and mother. The 
new preaching-houſec here :s nearly as large as the 
New Chapel in London, It is well built, and 
clegantly finiſhed, handſome, but not gaudy. 
Saturday 21, We had a large congregation at 
five, larger than even that at Birmingham, which 
excceded all the morning congregations I had 
then ſeen. Sunday 22, Mr, Clark the Vicar, 
inviting me to preach in the high church, I ex- 
plained (what occurred in the ſervice of the day) 
what it is to build our houſe upon the rock, and 
applied it as ſtrongly as I could. I dined at the 
Wicarage with Mr. Clark, a friendly, ſeuſible 
man, and I believe, truly fearing God, And 
ſuch by the peculiar Providence of God, are all 
the three {tated miniſters in rl, He ſaid, he 
never ſaw the church ſo full before. However 
it was ſtill fuller in the afternoon, when at the 
deſire of Mr. Clark, I preached on St. 7ames's' 
beautiful account of the wiſdom whick 15 from 
above. At fix in the evening I preached in our 
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own houſe to as many as could get in, (but 
abundance of people went away,) on Gal. vi. 14. 
Monday 2g. About eight we reached Mr. 
Stulling fleet's at Hotham, one of the pleaſanteſt 
piones have ſeen, At nine, he read prayers and 

preached, to a large and ſerious congregation. 
At eleven I preached, with much enlargement of 
heart, in the new chapel at Market-wreton : and 
at half an hour after one, in Pocklington ; but the 
houſe was like an oven. Between ſix and ſeven 
I began at York, on Rom. xiii. 12. The word 
was as fire, and all that heard it ſeemed to feel the 
power thereof. 

Tueſday 24. Having no other opportunity, 1 
went over to Thirſk, and preached in the evening 
on 1 Peter 1. 24. All the congregation were 
ſerious, but two young gentlewomen, who, 
laughed and talked inceſſantly, till I turned and 
ſpoke expreſsly to them. They then ſeemed to 
be aſhamed. WER 

Wedneſday 25. Believing the little flock there 
wanted encouragement, I took Ripon in my way 


to York, and gave them a ſtrong diſcourle on the 


ſtory of Dives and Lazarus. Many ſtrangers 
ſeemed greatly aſtoniſhed. And I believe they 
will not ſoon forget what they heard : for God 
applied it to their hearts. As he did alſo the 
parable of the ſower at York, I will hope, to molt 
of the congregation, : 
Thurſday 26. The Vicar of Selby having ſent 
me word, that I was welcome to preach in his 
church, I went that way ; but before I came, 
he had changed his mind. So I preached in our 
own chapel, and not without a bleſſing. In the 
evening I preached at Thorn, to a larger congre- 
ation than ever I ſaw in the houſe before. Fri-. 
. 62 27, at nine I preached in the church at Swin- 
fleet, filled from end to end. About eleven I 
preached at Crowle to a large congregation. And 
Th now 1n hope, that there will be a good har- 
yeſt here alſo ; ſeeing the almoſt perpetual jars 
are now at an end, encc I came once more, 
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perhaps for the laſt time) to Epworth, where by 
the prudence and diligence of T. Tatterſhall, the 
people have now forgot their feuds, and are at 
unity with each other. ; 

Saturday, June 28, I this day enter on my 
eighty-fifth year. And what caule have I to 

raiſe God, as for a thouſand ſpiritual bleſſings, 
lo for bodily bleſſings allo ? How little have 
I ſuffered yet, by the ruſh of numerous years.“ 
It is true, I am not ſo agile as I was in times 

aſt: I do not run or walk ſo faſt as I did. 
My fight is alittle decayed, My left eye is grown 
dim, and hardly ſerves me to read. I have 
daily ſome pain in the ball of my right eye, as 
allo in my right temple {occaſioned by a blow 
received ſome months ſince) and in my right 
ſhoulder and arm, which I impute purely to a 
ſprain, and partly to' the rheumatiſm, I find 
likewiſe ſome decay in my memory, With re- 
gard to names, and things lately paſt: But not 
at all, with regard to what I have read or heard, 
twenty, forty or ſixty years ago. Neither do IL 
find any decay in my hearing, ſmell, taſte or 
appetite (though I want but a third part of the 
food I did once) nor do 1 feel any ſuch thing 
as wearineſs, either in travelling or preaching, 
And I am not conſcious of any decay in writing 
Sermons, which I do as readily, and I believe, 
as correctly as ever. ; 

To what cauſe can I impute this, that I am as 
I am? Firſt, doubtleſs, to the power of God, 
fitting me for the work to which IJ am called, as 
long as he pleaſes to continue me therein : and 
next, ſubordinately to this, to the prayers of his 
children, | 

May we not impute it, as inferior means, 

5 To my conſtant exerciſe and change of 
air 

2. To my never having loſt a night's fleep, ſick 
or well at land or at ſea, fince I was born? 
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g. To my having ſleep at command, ſo that 
whenever I feel myſelf almoſt worne out, I call 
It, and it comes, day or night ? | 

4. To my having conſtantly, for above fixty 
years, riſen at four in the morning ? 

5. To my conſtant preaching at five in the 
morning, for above fifty years ? 

6. To my having had lo little pain in my life, 
and ſo little Torrow, or anxious care? 

Even now, though I find pain daily, in my 
eye, or temple, or arm, yet it is never violent, 
and ſeldom laſts many minutes at a time. 

Whether or not this is ſent, to give me warn- 
ing, that I am ſhortly to quit this tabernacle, I 
do not know: But be it one way or the other, 
I have only to ſay 


My remnant of Days 
I ſpend to his praiſe 
Who died the whole world to redeem : © 
Be they many or few, 
My days are his due, 
And they all are devoted to Him! 


I preached in the morning on þp/alm xc. 12. 
In the evening on Acts xiii. 40, 41. and endea- 
voured to improve the hours between to the belt 
advantage. ! | | | 

Sunday 29. At eight I preached at Miſterton, as ' 
uſual : about one, to a numerous congregation at 
Newbey (near Haxey) and about four at my old 
ſtand in Epworth market-place, to the great con- 

regation, Here there uſed to be a few mockers: 
bu there were none now : all appeared ſerious 

as death, while I applied thoſe ſolemn words, 
Men the breath of man goeth forth, Sc. We con- 
cluded with a love-feaſt, at which many declared 
with an excellent ſpirit the wonderful works of 
God. 

Monday go. About eight I preached in Scatter, 
and found it good to be there. About eleven 
I preached at Scowby, two miles from Brigg, to 
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2 very numerous and ſerious congregation, In 
the afternoon, going juſt by that curious build- 
ing Mr. Pciham's Mauſoteun, I alighted, and took 
2 view of lit within and without. The like, I 
ſuppoſe, is not to be found in England. It is ex- 
actly round, fiſty-two feet in diameter, and will 
be fixty- five fect high. The lower part contains, I 
believe, near a hundred places for the bodies of the 
Pelham family, O what a comfort to the departed 
Spirits, that their carcaſes ſhall rot above ground!) 
Over this is to be a chapel, It is computed the 
whole building will colt kxty thouſand pounds. 

About five we came to Grimſby, and the Vicar 
reading prayers, I preached on the pſalm for the 
day, Ile health them that are broken in heart, and 
giveth medicine to heal their fickneſs, I think the. 
church is near as large as that at, Hull: and it 
has not been fo well filled in the memory of man 
before. All were ſeriouſly attentive :, many re- 
ceived the word with, joy, and ſome doubtleſs 
will bring forth fruit to perfection, 

. Tueſday, July 1. The Vicar again read prayers 
at eleven, and I preached on thoſe words in the 
ſecond Leſſon, Lord, are there few that be ſaved ?' 
1 ſpoke as plain as palkibly I could: but God 
only can {peak to the heart. Moe; 

The gentleman at whoſe houſe I was to lodge 
coming from Lowth to meet me, his headitrong 
horſe cruſhed his leg againſt a gate, with ſuch 
force, that both the bones were broke and came 
through his boot, The horſe ſtood by him, till 
| fome countrymen came; put him into a cart, and 
brought him home. It is doubtful whether he 
will recover, but death is no terror to him. 

I preached in Lowth at ſix in the preaching- 
houſe; but par haps I had better have been in 
the market-place, At five in the morning the 
room was filled: and I ſpoke, as doubting whe- 
ther I ſhould ſce them any more. At eleven [I 
preached at that lovely ſpot Langhamrow, 
Although Mr, Robinſon has made the chapel 
twice as large as it was, yet it would hardly con- 
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tain the congregation, And moſt of theſe are 
in earneſt e ve their ſouls: as well as himſelf, 
and his wife and his ſixteen children. 

Thurſday g. I was going to preach at Tuxford, 
near the end of the town. But the gentry ſent 
and defired me to preach in the market-place, 
which I accordingly did, to a large and attentive 
TIS, on It is appointed unto men once to 
* ; 

Thence we went to Razithby, an earthly Para- 
diſe! How gladly would I reſt here a few days: 
But it is not my place. I am to be a wanderer 
upon earth. Only let me find reſt in a better 
world, | | 
At fix I preached in the church to ſuch a 
congregation as I never ſaw here before. But LI 
do not wonder if all the country ſhould flock in 
| hither, to a palace in the midſt of a Paradiſe. 

Friday 4. I ſet out early from Raithby, and at 
eight preached in Horncaſtle. My deſign was, to 
have preached ſeriouſly, for which purpoſe I 
choſe that text, 7he harveſt is ended, the ſummer 
ts paſt, and we are not ſaved. But I was turned, 
I knew not how, quite the other way, and could 
| ſcarce any thing but conſolation, 1 

elieve this was the very thing which the people 
wanted; although I knew it not. | 

We reached Lincoln about twelve, A very 
numerous congregation of rich and poor were 

uickly aſſembled. I preached below hill, in 

rs. Fifher's yard, a large and commodious place, 
From the quietneſs of the people, one might have 
imagined, that we were in London or Briſtol. 
Indeed the dread of the Lord was on every fide, 
and ſurely his power was preſent to heal, 

'In the evening I preached in our new houſe 
at Gainſborough, which was crouded ſufficiently. 
I ſpoke ſtrong words on Now ts the accepted time, 
Which ſeemed to link deep into the hearts of the 

hearers. Saturday 5. in the evening I preached, 
at Ouſton to ſuch a congregation both for number 
and ſeriouſneſs, as I hardly ever ſaw here before. 
25 | - Afterwards 
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Aſterwards I took a view of what was lately the 
lory of the town, the great manſion houſe, built 
= the late Mr. Pindar's Father, When I was a 
little child. His grandſon has left it deſolate 
and without inhabitant, has taken away all the 
pictures and furniture, blocked up the windows, 
and cut down the fine rows of trees, which formed 
the avenue! | ; 


« So fleets the Comedy of Life away.” LOS | 


Sunday 6. At eight we had ſuch another con- 
gregation as that in the evening: to which 1 

i expounded that comfortable ſcriptures the former 
pait of the fourteenth of the Revelation. I came to 
Epworth before the church ſervice began, and was 
glad to obſerve the ſeriouſneſs with which Mr, 
Gibſon read prayers, and preached a plain, uſe- 
ful ſermon ; but was ſorry to fee ſcarce twenty 
communicants, half of whom came on my ac- 
count, I was informed likewiſe, that ſcarce 
fifty perſons uſed to attend the Sunday ſervice. 
What can be done, to remedy this fore evil ? 

I fain would prevent the members here from 
leaving the church, But I cannot doit. As Mr.G, 
is not a pious man, but rather an enemy to piety, 
who frequently preaches againſt the truth, and 
thoſe that hold and love it. I cannot with all 
my influence perſuade them either to hear him, 
or to attend the Sacrament adminiſtered by him, 

If I cannot carry this point even while I 
live: Who then can do it, when I die? And 
the caſe of Epworth is the caſe of every Church, 
where the Miniſter neither loves nor 'preaches 
the Goſpel. The Methodiſts will not attend his 
miniſterations, What then is to be done? 

At four | preached in the market-place on 
Rom. vi. 23. And vehemently exhorted the liſtn- 
ing multitude to chuſe the better part. ; 

Monday 7, Having taken leave of this affec- y 
tionate people, 1 for the laſt time, I went 
over to Finning!y, and preached at eleven on that 
. | verie 
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verſe in the ſecond Leſſon Lute xix. 42. After 
dinner we walked over Mr. H's domain, the 
like to which I never ſaw in ſo {mall a com- 
Pals. It contains a rabbit warren, deer, ſwans, 
Pheaſants in abundance, beſides a fiſh-pond and 
an elegant garden. Varicty indeed! But is 
there not danger, that ſuch a multitude of 
things ſhould divert the mind from the one thing 
meedful ? s | 

In the evening I preached at Doncaſter. I 
never before ſaw this houſe ſo filled, much leſs 
crouded. And it was, in a manner, I never 
knew before, filled with the preſence of God, 
while I earneſtly inforced_tHat advice, Acquarint 
now thyſelf with Im, and be at peace. One fruit 
of this was, that the congregation at five in the 
morning was larger than it ever was before in 
the evening, And God again made bare his arm, 
and uttered his voice, yea, and that a mighty 


voice. Surcly thoſe who now heard will be 


without excuſe, if they do not know the day of 
their viſitation ! 

We were much diſtreſt at Rotherham for want 
of room, the rain driving us into the houſe. 
Ilowever we {towed in it as many as we poſſibly 
could; and God bore witneſs to his -word. 


Wedneſday 9. Aſter dining with that lovely old 


man, Mr. Sparrow, I went on to Shrffeld. The 
Houſe was much crouded, though one of the 
largeſt in England, but all could hear ciſtiraly. 
In the mornirg, Thurſday 10. at five we had 


an evening congregation, and the people ſeemed 


to devour the word, Here and at Hull arc the 
two largeſt morning congregations which I have 
ſcen in the kingdom. 

Friday 11. We ſet out early ſor Derby. About 
nine, within al out a mile of the Peacock, ſuddenly 
the axletiee of my chaiſe ſnapt aſunder, and the 
carriage overturned, The horles {tcod ſtill till 
Jenny Smith ard I crept out at the ſore-windows. 
Ihe broken glaſs cut one cf my gloves a little, 
ut cad us no Other damage, J fon precuied 

anotliex 
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another chaiſe and went 9 


to Derby, where 1 
preached. in the evening: and at five in the 


morning on Saturday the 12th, and then went on 
to Nottingham. : | 

Sunday 13. 1 began the ſervice at ten: but 1 
knew not how 1 ſhould get to the end, being 
almoſt exhauſted, when 1 had finiſhed my ſer- 
mon, when Mr. Dodwell came, who, though very 
weak through the ague, aſſiſted me in admi- 
niſtring the Lord's Supper to a very large num- 
ber of communicants. After preaching in the 
evening, I made a collection far Aingewood 
School. To day I had juſt as much work as 1 
could do. 

Monday 14. The mail coach being full, I 
croſſed over to Newark, and had the ſatisfaQtion 
of ſeeing in the evening, not only a numerous, 
but likewiſe a ſerious and deeply attentive 
2 

Wedneſday 16. I conſulted with a few friends 
concerning the ſtate of things, which was better 
than I expe&ed. The Society is increaſed, and 
the ordinary hearers in all parts of the town, not 
diminiſhed, Meantime there is realon to hope, 
the work of God goes on, though by flow de- 

rees. On the following days I looked over my 
| 2.708 and papers and ſet them in order as far as 
I could. Saturday 19. I ſpent an hour in Cheſ- 
terfield ſtreet, with my widowed ſiſter and her 
children. They all ſeemed inclined to make the 
right uſe of the late providential diſpenſation. 

Sunday 20. Both in the morning and evening 
I preached at the New Chapel crowded ſuffi- 
ciently, on Heb. v. 12. Ye kave need that a max 
Jhould teach you again, which be the firſt principles 4 | 
the oracles of God, Monday 21. I retired to High- 
bury-Place, and ſpent the reſidue of the week in 
anſwering letters, reviſing papers, and preparing. 
for the Conference. | 

Sunday 27. In the morning J preached at 
Weſi-ftreet, and in the afternoon in Bethnal-Green 
church, on (part of the goſpel for the day] our 

| L Lord's 
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Lord's lamentation over Jeruſalem. I believe the 
word did not fall to the ground. I preached at 
the New Chapel every evening during the Con- 
ference, which continued nine days, beginning 
on Tueſday July-29, and ending on Wedneſday 
Auguſt 6. And we found the time little enough, 
being obliged- to paſs over many things very 
briefly, Which. deſerved a fuller conſideration, 
Sungay 3. I preached at the New Chapel, ſo 
filled as ft {carce ever was before, both Any 
and-evening. Monday 4. at five we had a goo 
evening congregation. And I believe, many felt 
the power of tle word, or. rather, of God ſpeak- 
ing therein. Eee, | | 78 
One of the moſt important points conſidered 
at this Conference was, That of leaving the 
Church. The ſumi of a long converſation was, 
That in a courſe of fifty years, we had neither 
premeditately nor willingly varied from it in one 
article, either of dottrine, or diſcipline : 2, That 
we were not yet conſcious of varying from it, in 
any point of doctrine: g. That we have in a 
courle of years, out of neceſſity, not choice, 
llowly and wartly varied in ſome points of diſci- 
pline, by preaching in the fields, by extemporary 
prayer, by employing lay preachers, by formi 
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and regulating Societies, and by holding yea 
Conferences. But we did none of theſe things 
tilt we were convinced, we could no longer 
omit them, but at the peril of our ſouls, by 
Wedneſday 6. Our Conference ended as it 
began, in great peace. We kept this day as a 
faſt, meeting at five, nine, and one for prayer, 
and concluding the day with a ſolemn watch- 
night. «„/%„% TOUS 176.5! | 
The three following days I retired, reviſed my 
papers, and finiſned all the work J had to do in 
Tondon. Sunday 10. I was engaged in a very 
unplealing work, the diſcharge of an old ſorvant, 
She had been my | houſekeeper at IWeſt-ftreet for 
many years, and was one of the beſt houſekeepers 
I ad had there, But her - huſband was ſo 
OD. — notorious 
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notorious a drunkard, that I could not keep 
them in the houſe any longer. She received her 
diſmillion in an excellent ſpirit, praying God 
«to bleſs us all.” va EY 

I preached in the morning at Wefſt.ftreet to a 
large congregation, but to a far larger at the New 
Chapel in the evening. It ſeems the people in 
general do not expett that I ſhall remain among 
them a great while after my brother, and that 
therefore they are willing to hear while __y can. 
In the evening we let out in the mail coach, and 
early in the morning got to Portſmouth. 

They have lately built a neat preaching-houſe 
in the town, ſomething larger than that at Dept- 
ford. It is well ſituated near the midſt of the 
town, and has three well-conſ{tructed galleries. I 
preached at noon,. fo a large and well-behaved 
audience, and to a much larger in the evening. 

I I believe the word took place in many ſouls, All 
went away ſtill as night. | 

Tueſday 12. Joſeph Bradford preached at five 

in the morning. I preached in the new houſe 
about. ſix in the evening, and guarded them againſt 
that deadly Antinomiamim which has ſo often 
choaked the good ſeed here. In the evening 1 
preached at our houſe. on the common. After- 
Wards meeting the Society, I took a folemn leave 
of them, which I hope they will remember if they 
ſee me no more, 

Wedneſday 13. We croſſed over to Sarum, 
where ] preached in the evening with much en- 
largement of heart. Thurſday 14. Güng out about 
three, we came to Gloſter early in the afternoon. 

I. ſpoke very plain, both in the evening and 
the morning. Friday 15. We went on to Mon- 


mouth, But Mr. G— has done with us, ſo I 
lodged with my old friend Mr. Johnſon: and inſtead 
of that lovely young woman S— B-=, who is re- 
moved to Cowbridge, met with her younger ſiſter, 
who more than ſupplies her place, She is a 
jewel indeed, full of 
of good works, 


faith and love, and zealous 


L 2 I preached 


[ 324 ] 


1 preached both in the evening and the next 
morning with the - demonſtration of the ſpirit : 


and all the congregation, rich and poor, appeared 
to be ſenſible of it. CO 16. We had an 


- eaſy journey to Brecon, where I preached in the 
evening. Sunday 17. I preached in the room 
at eight, on the fruit of the Spirit. In the even- 
ing I preached in the ſpacious town hall, fo filled 
as it had never been before. I think there is a 
little company here, that are truly alive to God. 
Monday 18. I went on to Carmarthen, and 
reached at fix on 2 Cor. v. 19. And again at 
; wig in the morning, Tueſday 19. when the room 
was well filled. A ſervant of Mr, Bowen's came 
early in the morning, to ſhew us the way to 
' Liyngwair. And it was well he did. For I do 
not know that we could otherwiſe have found 
our way thither. We met (as I expected) with 
a hearty welcome. At five I preached in Ner- 
port church, to a large congregation, and with a 
reater proſpect of doing good, than ever I had 
Cebore. We paſled an agreeable evening at Zlyng- 
wair. Wedneſday 20. I went to Tracoon, one 
of the molt venerable feats in Great Britain. 
The good old houſe is buried in woods and 
mountains, having no reſemblance to any place I 
have ſeen. It is juſt ſuited to the good old 
Admiral with his four maiden filters, the youngeſt 
of whom, I ſuppoſe, has lived more than ſeventy 
years. I preached at twelve, and in the after- 
noon went on to Haverford Weſt, The room was 
filled ſufficiently, and I could not but believe 
God will build up the waſte places. | 
Thurſday 21. The room was well filled at five. 
Finding there had been no diſcipline here for 
' ſome time, I determined to begin at the foun- 
dation, and ſettle every thing. So I firſt viſited 
and regulated the Claſſes, then reftored the 
Bands, which had been totally neglected, and 
then gave directions for meeting the leaders 
both of Bands and Claſles. After - preaching in 
the evening, I met the Society and gave them à 
| | warm 
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warm exhortation, To ſet out anew. I truſt they 
will: and all the preſent preachers, I am per- 
ſuaded, will negle& . | 4 | 
Friday 22. I went to Pembroke. Here like- 
wiſe, not one thing, but every thing had been 
neglected! No ſtewards, no bands, half of the 
preaching laces dropped: all the people cold, 
heartleſs, dead! I ſpoke earneſtly in the evening, 
and the word was as fire. Surely ſome fruit will 
Teng, rowny's; 3 
Sunday 24. We had a lovely congregation at 
St. Daniel's, and a remarkable bleſſing. In the 
afternoon, 1 returned to Haverford Weſt, and 
preached in a large open ſpace near the great 
church, to ſuch a congregation as I have not ſeen 
in Wales, for many 22 I explained and ap- 
plied the parable of the ſower, and God cloathed 
his word with power. I know not, whether I 
have had fuch an opportunity before, ſince I left 
un, e ; 
Monday 25. 1 ſpent another night at Car- 
marthen very agreeably, Tuelday 26. I preached 
in Kidwetly at nine; between twelve and one at 
Lanelly, (to all the gentry in the town !) and in 
the evening to a multitude of people at Swan- 
fea. Wedneſday. 27. Far more than the room 
would contain, attended at five in the morning. 
About eight I preached in our new preaching- 
houſe at Neath. And in the afternoon reached 
Fontegary, and found Mrs. Jones, with ſeveral of 
her children, about, her, on the margin of the. 
grave, Worne out with that dreadful diſeaſe, a 
cancer; ſhe uttered no complaint, but was all 
patience and reſignation, ſhewing the dignity of a 
chriſtian, in weakneſs, and pain and death. I 
preached on, It is appointed unto men once to die ! 
And I belicve all prelent felt the awful truth. 
I had intended to go on to Cowbridge the next 
day, but being much importuned, to give one day 
more to a dying friend, I yielded, and delired 
another preacher to go and ſupply my place. In 
the evening I preached on Pſalm cxlvi, 3, 4. 
L 3 The 
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The ſcene before us greatly confirmed the word. 
Friday 29. that they might not be offended, I 
went to Cowbridge. In half an hour's | notice, we 
bad a large congregation in the town hall, to 
whom I ſhewed the nature and pleaſantneſs of 
religion, from Prov. iii, 17. I returned to Fonti- 
gary, took my laſt leave of the dying ſaint, and 
then went on to Cardif. In the evening 1 
preached (probably for the laſt time) to a very 
genteel congregation in the town hall. Saturday 
90. I returned to Briſtol. | 

Sunday g1. Mr. Collins came very opportunely, 
to aſſiſt me at the morning ſervice. - Otherwiſe I 
ſhould have been diſtreſt : for ſuch a number of 
communicants I never ſaw here before. I would 
Fain have preached abroad: but the ground was 
too wet. So I preached within, on Ye cannot 
ſerve God and Mammon. 

Wedneſday, September g. I made a little 
beginning of ſome account of my Brother's life. 
Perhaps I may not live to finiſh it. Then let 
it fall into ſome better hands ! 

Thurſday, September 4. I had the ſatisfation 
of ſpending an hour with that excellent woman, 
Lady —=, Not quite ſo honourable, but full 
as much devoted to God, and as uſeful, as even 
Lady Betty Haſtings ! What is too hard for God! 
We ſee, even this is poſſible with God, to raiſe a 
Lady and a Saint in one perſon ! 

Friday 5, We had a ſolemn watchnight at 
Ringswood. The ſchool is now in juſt fuch a 
ſtate as I wiſh. Mr, M'Geary has three pious 
and able aſſiſtants, out of thoſe that were brought 
up in it, And I doubt not it will ſupply a 
Jufficiency of maſters for the time to come. 

Saturday 6. I walked over to Mr. Henderſon's 
at Hankam, and thence to Briſtol. But my friends, 
more kind than wiſe, would ſcarce ſuffer it. It 
ſeemed ſo ſad a thing, to walk five or ſix miles! 
I am aſhamed, that a Methodiſt Preacher, in tole- 
Table health, ſhould make any difficulty of this. 

; Sunday 
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Sunday 7. Having none to aſſiſt me, I found it 
hard work to read prayers, preach, and adminiſter 
the ſacrament to ſuch'a number of people. The 

moment I had done, I haſtened to Aingoswood, 
having but juſt time to take a little dinner, before 
beg preaching to a large congregation, before 
the preaching houſe. Returning to Briſtol, I 
' preached ali five in Carolina · Court, to an immenſe 
number of people, on Rom. viii. 3g, 

Tueſday 9. I ſaw the large church at Midſum- 
mer- Norton, throughly filled with ſerious hearers. 
The room at Shepton-Mallet, though l in- 
larged, could in no wiſe contain the congre- 
gation. At five in the morning, Wedneſday 20. 

» -1t was throughly filled. At Coleford, in the 
evening, I was obliged. to preach. Thurſday 11. 
We had a lovely congregation at Frome, both 

in the evening and at five in the morning, At 
length this wilderneſs too, as it has long appeared 
to be, begins to bloſſom and bud as the roſe. 

q About two o'clock, Friday 12. I preached in 

_ "the preaching houſe yard at (Trowbridge, where 
notwithſtanding the harveſt, we had an unufually 
large congregation, who liſtened with deep atten- 
tion. In the evening at wide 29% by as many as 
"the houſe would contain, But I did not find 
good Mrs. Ballard there, After long ſtruggling 
with a deep nervous diſorder, which for a time 

- depreſſed the mind as well as the body, the cloud 

1 8 removed; her load fell off, and her ſpirit joy- 

fully returned to God. | | | 
Saturday 13. 1 found the Society at Bath in a 
more flouriſhing ſtate than it had been for many 
ars. And the congregation in the evening was 
unuſually large, and as uſual, ſeriouſly attentive. 
Sunday 14. We had twice as many communi. 
cants as I ever remember here. Juit before ſervice 
Mr, urge. came, and offered me his ſervice, 
It could not have been more ſeaſonable. I had 
much liberty of Spirit, the firſt time I preached 
to day : but greater at half hour paſt two, and the 
greateſt of all in the evening, when I vehemently 
| | | anforced 
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inforced thoſe awful words, Why | well. ye die, ye 
0m” of - Ifrael | - Ng T2204 $553 0; e bt 
Monday 18. I returned: to-:Briftol, and on the 
four following days, was ſufficiently employed in 
meeting the Claſſes. At each end of the town, the 
Society increaſes greatly. It does not decreaſe 
in any part. Glory be to God. e 
- Friday/19: Being preſt to preach: to the poor 
people in George: ſtreet, and knowing the houle 
- would not contam nalf the congregation in the 
evening, I began at five, by which means we had 
room for all that could attend at ſo early an hour. 
O What an advantage have the poor over the 
rich! Theſe are not wiſe in their own eyes, but 
all receive with meekneſs the ingrafted word, 
, which is able to ſave their ſouls. | 
Saturday 20. I met the truſtees for the new 
room, who were all willing to add a codicil to 
the deed of truſt, in order to aſcertain to the 
Conference (after me) the ſole right of appointing 
the Preachers in it, | 1 
Sunday 21. I preached morning and afternoon 
at the room; and at three in Temple Church, fo 
filled as I never ſaw it before. In the evening 
I ſpent an hour in fixing the places of the ſeveral 
claſſes, at the Society : a thing neceſſary to be 
done: although it is certain ſome will be not 
a little . 1 
Tueſday 2g. An end was put to the long con- 
teſt between Dr. Coke and Mr. Durbin, by the 
Doctor's acknowledging, “ that the words he had 
- wrote were too keen, and that he was ſorry he 
had given Mr. D. ſo much uneafineſs.” ___ ;; 
Wedneſday 24. I took a walk in Miſs Goldney's 
arden at Clifton. Nothing can be more pleaſant. 
a But what is moſt remarkable is, the long terrace 
walk, commanding a moſt beautiful proſpect, and 
the grotto, the largeſt and moſt beautiful in its 
kind that I ever ſaw. It is admirably well laid 
out, and decorated with a: ſurprizing variety of 
ſhells and glittering foſſils : The procuring and 
placing of which (we were informed) took the 
late Mr. Goldney above twenty years!” And he 
has left it all! Friday 
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Such à concert was never 
before, and perhaps never will be again. 
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Friday 26, We had a faſt day, which was 


concluded with a fotemn watch-night, At the 
- clofe of this, we ſung « Ye virgin fouls ariſe” 


accompanied by the Gloceſterſtire band of muſic. 
K — in that | houſe 


Saturday 27. Two or three friends took me to 


- Blaife caſtle,” about five miles from Briſtol, . Mr. 


F. a perſon of exquiſite taſte, buzlt it ſome 
years ago, on the top of a hill, which commands 


ſuch a-prol all four ways as nothing in Exg- 
land ebe Thence, we Sgt to Lord Chford's 
ſeat at King's Weſton, His houſe, one of the moſt 
beautiful I ever ſaw, ſtands on a little eminence 
in his Park, and fronts all four ways. The 
N eu, as. is fine every way, commanding both the 


and and the water. And the rooms are very 


elegantly furniſhed, particularly with excellent 
ng” And muſt the owner leave all theſe 


eautiful things? Will death have no more 
_— for a Lord than for a beggar ? 
unday 28. I ſet out in the mail coach, Tueſ- 
day go. Having for the preſent ſettled my buſineſs 
at London, in the evening I took coach for Lynn 


and came thither about noon on Wedneſday, 
October 1.1 ym all the time with much ſatisfac- 
tion, as F never found them ſo much alive before. 


On Friday g. 1 ſet out for Norwich, in the coach 


* odly called the Expedition, Going through Deerham 


about noon, I was defired to preach, which I 


willingly did, on Iſaiah xxxvii. g. And in the 
evening to a huge congregation at Norwich on the 
Parable of the ſower. 19% 
, Sunday g. Was a comfortable day eſpecially at 


ſeven in the morning, when I adminiſtered the 


Lord's- ſupper, and at two in the afternoon and 
ſix in the evening, when I preached to ve 
ſerious congregations, Monday 6. I preached at 


Loddon, North-Cove and Loweſtof. When I came 
into the town, it blew a ſtorm: and many cried oat 


«© So it-always does when he comes.“ But it fell 


as ſuddenly as it role ; for Goad-heard the prayer. 
| Wedneſday 
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Wedneſday 8. I preached at Caſter about noon 
and at Yurmouth in the evening. Thurſday 9. 
I returned to Norwich, and after preaching in the 
afternoon, took coach for London. aas 
Friday 10. I appointed a committee for 
auditing my accounts and ſuperintending the 
duſimeſs of the book- room. Which I doubt not 
will be managed in a very different manner, 
from What it has been hitherto. — 
Sunday 12. I preached in the morning at the 
New Chapel; in the afternoon at, Wefſt-ftreet. 
Monday 13. I went to Wallingford, and preached 
to a ſerious, and it ſeemed much affected audience. 
Tueſday 14. I preached at Witney, which 1 gene- 
rally find a very comfortable place. I think 
much of the impreſſion which was made on the 
people here, at the time of the great ſtorm, re- 
mains ſtill. Wedneſday . 15. I preached at 
Oxford on Gen. i. 27. We wanted only a larger 
room. Many young gentlemen were there, and 
behaved well. I hope ſome of them did not 
come in vai. Thurſday: 16. We went on to 
: High Mycombe. Mr. Murlin's ſettling here has 
been of great uſe. Here is now a ſteady and 
underſtanding people; to whom I preached: as 
zuſual, evening and morning, with a good deal 
of ſatis faction. Friday 17. we returned to 
„ A 167 360 15) 4 ogg hinh iy. 
Sunday 19. We had, as uſual, a comfortable 
time at Spitalfields, Monday 20. I ſet out for 
Northamptonſhire. In the evening I preached to 
the lovely congregation at Whittlebury, ſtanding 
faſt in the liberty, wherewith Chriſt has made 
them free. Wedneſday 22. I made one more 
trial of poor Towcefter ; if haply God might yet 
[breathe on the dry bones, by opening and ſtrongly 
applying theſe Words; I will heal thy backfitding ; 
I will love thee freely: in the evening, and on 
- Thurſday morning I preached at Northampton in 
the new Preſbyterian meeting houſe, a large and 
elegant building, I think, not without eff &, and 
then returned to. London. | 
ibn Tueſday 


n WC WET, 


L 21 J 


| Fueſday 28. T took the ſtage coach for Rye, 


which promiſed to be there by ſix in the evening. 
But the coachman lingered ſo, that in the after- 


noon, I found they did not intend to be there till 


near eight. So at 'Hawkhurſt Ltook a poſt chaiſe, 
which with much ado, reached it ſoon after fix, 
Being informed the ſervice was begun, I did not 
ſtay to eat or drink, but went directly to the 
preaching-houſe, which was ſufficiently crowded, 
and as ſoon as I could get through the people, I 
began with ſolemn prayer, and then Aale 
and applied that glorious truth, God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the world unto himſelf. We had another 


happy opportunity at five in the morning. | 


Knowing now, there was no depending on the 
coach, I took chaiſe and by that means came early 
to Sevenoaks, where in the evening I found un- 
common liberty of ſpirit, in exhorting the au- 
dience to worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth. | 

Saturday, November 1. All ſaint's day, I 
preached at Snowsfields on Rev xiv. 1. a com- 
fortable ſubject, and I always find this a com- 
fortable day. Monday g. I began viſiting the 
Claſſes, a work Which uſually takes up about a. 
fortnight, Sunday 9. I preached at. Veſt-Hreet, 
and found uncommon liberty in enforcing that 
caution, Quench not the ſpirit, On Wedneſday 12, 
and the following days, I viſited the country 
Societies. Some of which, that of Mitcham in 
articular, is ſwiftly increaſing in the grace of 
30d. 5 "$2 L I . 

Monday 17. I ſet out for Hertfordfhire.” In 
the evening I preached at Hinæxworth to àa deeply 
{ſerious "congregation : the next evening in the 
church at-Wreſtlingworth, to the largeſt congre: 
atjon J have ſeen there theſe twenty years. 

edneſday 19. I croſſed over to Bedford, but 
where to lodge I did not know. But one met me 
in the ſtreet, and ſaid Mr. — defired I would go 
ſtraightto his houſe, I did ſo, and found myſelf in a 


palace, the beſt houſe by far in the town, where 


I was entertained not only with the utmoſt cour 
; itoſy; 
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teſy, but I believe, with ſincere aſſection. Our 
room was much crowded in the evening, and 


| pretty well filled in the morning. And as all 


diſputes are. at an end, there is great reaſon. to 


hope, that the work of God will increaſe here 


alſo, | 
Thurſday 20. We had a lovely congregation 


at St. Neot's, who ſeemed. ripe for the promiſes. 


So I preached on our Lord's words to the leper, 
1 will ; be thou clean! Friday 21. About noon 1 

reached at Huntington: and in the evening at 
Godmancheſter. Still it is the day of ſmall . 


here: but a few are {till fighting the good fig 


of faith. 

Monday 24. I went, to Canterbury, As all the 

reachers are in earneſt, God has bleſſed them 
through the whole circuit, This evening we 
Had a large and deeply ſerious congregation, and, 
not a few of them in the morning, Tueſday 25. 
Though it blew a ſtorm, and was piercing cold, 
we were ſufficiently crowded at Dover, where 
the work of God is very lively, and continually 
increaſing. Wedneſday 26. Our room at Sand- 
wich being ſmall, both the diſlenting miniſters 
{ent to offer me the uſe of their chapels. I wil- 
lingly accepted one of them, which was far 
larger than ours, and very commodious: I be- 
lieve God ſpoke to many hearts. In the evening 
we had another ſtorm, with much ſnow and 
feet: however our houſe at Margate was well 
filled: and I was much comforted by the ear- 


noeſtneſs of the congregation. | | 


Friday 28. A little preaching-bouſe being. juſt 
built at St. Peter's (two miles from Margatez no- 
tice had been given, without my knowledge, of 
my preaching there in the morning. It was, 


- tatterly inconvenient: on many accounts: the 


wind was piercing, cold, and the ground covered 
with ſnow. However I would not diſappoint 
the congregation. So I preached at nine and 
haſtened to Canterbury, where the houſe was 
as uſual well filled: and God gave. us his 


dleſling. 
1 Tueſday, 
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Tueſday, December 2. I went to Chatham, and 
preached” in the evening on, /e walk by faith, 


not by ſight. Wedneſday g. I went to Skeerneſs, 


where the Society is conſiderably increaſed ſince 
I was. here before. Thurſday 4. At noon I 
preached at Faverſham, where, after a long 
winter, the ſeed ſeems to be ſpringing up. The 
congregation was very large and deeply atten- 
tive, In the evening I preached in the new 
houſe at Brumpton, I had not preached there be- 
tween thirty and forty years: And there 1s 
now a fair proſpe& here alſo. Friday 5. I re- 
turned to London. 
Monday 8. I had the pleaſure of meeting an 
old friend, who gave me a pleaſing account of the 
lorious death of his mother, which had made ſo 
a an impreſſion upon him, that he was almoſt 
perluaded to be a chriſtian, Wedneſday 10, 
and the following days, I corrected my brothers 
poſthumous poems: being ſhort pſalms (ſome few 
Fra * 0, on the four Goſpels, and the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, They make five volumes in quarto, 
containing eighteen. or nineteen hundred pages. 
They were finiſhed April 25, 1765, - 
The reviſal finiſhed, April 24, 1774. 
A ſecond reviſal finiſhed, Jan. 2b, 1777. 
A third reviſal finiſhed, Feb, 20, 1780. 
A fourth reviſal finiſhed, | | 
A fifth reviſal finiſhed. 
A ſixth reviſal finiſhed. 
A ſeventh reviſal finiſhed. | 
The laſt reviſal finiſhed, May 1787. 
Many of theſe are little, if any, interior to his 
former poems, having the ſame juſtneſs and 


. trength of' thought, with the ſame beauty of 


expreſſion; yea the ſame keennefs of wit, on 
proper occaſions as bright and piercing as ever. 
Monday 15. In the evening I preached at. 
Miſs Tuelon's ſchool in Highgate. I think it was 
the coldeſt might I ever remember. The houſe 
we were an ſtood on the edge of the hill, and the 
Eaſt 
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Eaft wind fat full in the window. I counted 
eleven, twelve, one, and was then obliged to 
dreſs, the cramp growing more and more violent, 
But in the morning, not only the cramp was 
gone, but likewiſe the lameneſs- which uſed to 
follow it. 

About this time I was reflecting on the gentle 
Reps whereby age ſteals upon us. Take only 
one inſtance. Four years ago my ſight was as 
good as it was at five and twenty. I then began 
to obſerve, that I did not ſee things quite ſo 
clear with my left eye as with my right. All 
objects appeared a little browner to that eye. 
J began next to find ſome difficulty in read- 
ing a ſmall print by candle light. A year after 
I found it in reading ſuch a print by day- 
light. In winter 1786, I could not well read 
our four ſhilling hymn-book, unleſs with a large 
candle. The next year 1 could not read letters, 
if wrote with a {mall or bad hand, Laſt winter 
a pearl appeared on my left eye, the fight of 
. grew exceeding dim. The right eye ſeems 
unaltered : only I am a great deal nearerſighted 
than ever I was. Thus are thoſe that look out at 
the windows darkened, ores of the marks of old age. 
But I bleſs God, the graſshopper is not a burden. 
I am ftill capable of travelling, and my memory 
is much the ſame as it ever was: and ſo, I think, 
is my underſtanding. 

This week I dedicated to the reading over 
my brother's works. They are ſhort poems on 
the Pſalms, the four Goſpels, and the Acts of 
the Apoſtles. Some are bad; ſome mean: ſome 
moſt excellently good. They give the true 
ſenſe of e always in * Engliſh, gene- 
rally in good verſe. Many of them are equal to 
moſt, if not to any he ever wrote. But ſome 
ſtill ſavour of that poiſonous myſticiſm, with 
which we were both not a little tainted before we 
went to Americas This gave a gloomy caſt, farlt to 
his mind, and then to many of his verſes, * 

| ; made 
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made him frequently deſcribe religion as a me- 0 


lancholy thing. This ſo often ſounded in his 
ears, „To the deſart,“ and ſtrongly perſuaded in 
favour of ſolitude. | Ee | 

Thurſday, Chriſtmas-day. We began the ſer- 
vice as uſual, at four in the-New Chapel. Not- 
withſtanding the ſevere froſt, which had now 
laſted a month, the congregation was uncom- 
monly large. I eee here again in the 
evening, About eleven in the chapel at Je/t- 

reet, This Was a comfortable day, as were alſo 
the two following. 


Sunday 28. I preached at Allhallow's church, 


on thoſe words in the ſervice, His commandments 

are not grievous, The congregation wasexceeding 

large, and ſeemed to taſte the good word. 
Tuslday go. The froſt continued ſevere. Yet 


the congregation was uncommonly large in the- 


evening, and God warmed many hearts. 
Wedneſday gi. A numerous company con- 
cluded the old year with a very ſolemn watch- 


night. Hitherto God hath . us: and We 


neither ſee nor feel any of thoſe terrible judg- 
ments, which it was ſaid, God would pour out 


upon the nation, about the concluſion of the 


ear. 

F For near ſeventy years I have obſerved, that 
before any war, or public calamity, England 
abounds with prophets, who confidently foretel 
many terrible things. They generally believe 
themſelves, but are carried away by a vain imagi- 
nation, And they are ſeldom undeceived, even 
by the failure of their predictions, but {till believe 
they will be fulfilled ſome time or other, 


Thurſday, January 1, 1789. If this is to be 
the laſt year of my life, according to ſome of 
thoſe prophecies, I hope it will be the beſt, Iam 
not careful abòut it, but heartily receive the ad- 
viee of the angel in Milton, 


Ws. « How 
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46 How well is thine: how long permit to heav'n.“ 


Sunday 4. Although the extreme ſeverity of 
the weather kept many tender people away; yet 
we had a large congregation in the evening to re- 
new their covenant with God. And we always 
find when we avouch him to be our God, he 
avouches us to be his people. 2 
Monday 5. At the earneſt defire of Mrs, T—- 

I once more ſat for my picture. Mr. Romney is 
a' painter indeed, He — olt an exact like- 
neſs at once, and did more in one hour than Sir 
Joſiua did in ten! Tueſday 6. I retired to 
Highbury-place, and on Thurſday 8, to Peckham. 
Here in the evening I preached to a very ſerious 

- congregation, although many of them were of the 
better rank. But rich and poor ſeemed equally 
determined to work out their own ſalvation, 

Friday 9. 1 leſt no money to any one in my, 

will, becauſe I had none, But now conſidering, 
that whenever I am removed, money will ſoon 
ariſe by ſale of books, I added a few legacies b 
a codicil, to be paid as ſoon as may be. But 
would fain do a little good while I live: for 
who can tell what will come after him? 

Sunday 11. I again warned the congregation, 
as ſtrongly as I could againſt conformity to the 
world, But Who will? If hardly one in ten, 
yet is my record with the Moſt High. . 

Tueſday 13. 1 ſpent a day or two with my, 

good old friends at Newington, Thurſday 15. 1 
retired to Camberwell, and carried on my Journal, 
probably as far as I ſhall live to write it. On 
Thurſday I preached once more at Peckham, and 
did not withhold from them that hadears to hear, 
the whole counlel of God. | 

Friday 16. I looked over the fineſt picture of 
atheiſtical religion that I ever ſaw, in the account 
that Captain Milſon gives of Thule, King of 
Pelew. But how uiterly needleſs is either the 
knowledge of God (conſequently how 4 * 5 
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book is the 3 if a man be all- accompliſhed, 
that has no more knowledge of God than a horle, 
and no more of his grace than a ſparrow ? 
Tueſday 20. I retired in order to finiſh my 
year's accounts, If poſhble, I mult be a better 
economiſt, for inſtead of having any thing be- 
fore hand, I am now conſiderably in debt. But 
this I do not like. I would fain ſettle even my 
accompts before I die. | 
Sunday 25. Much of the power of God was 
in the congregation, both morning and afternoon, . 
As alſo on 3 evening: which gave me a 
good hope, that God will carry on his own work, 
At the earneſt importunity of our friends on 
Wedneſday 28, I went to open the new preach- 
ing houſe at Rye. It is a noble building, much 
loftier than moſt of our houſes, and finely ſituated 
at the head of the town. It was throughly filled, 
Such a congregation I never faw at Rye before, 
And their behaviour was as remarkable as their 
number: which, added to the peaceable, loving 
ſ->irit they are now in, gives reaſon to hope there 
will be ſuch a work here, as has not been here- 
tofore. 
Thurſday 29. I went over to Iinchelſea, once 
a large, flourithing city; but ever ſince it was 
durnt by the Danes, a little inconſiderable town, 
though finely ſituated on the top of a range uf 
hills. The new preaching-houle was well filled 
with decent ſerious hearers, who ſeemed to re- 
. ceive the truth in the love of it. I returned to 
Bye in the afternoon, and in the evening preached 
to another large and ſerious congregation, Fri- 
day 30. we made our way through miſerable 
roads to Sevenoaks, where the congregation buth 
evening and morning was uncommonly large, $0 
(whether I ſee them again or not) 1 cheerfully 
commended them to God, and the next morning 
returned to London. 
Sunday, February 1. We had an exceceding 
'folemn ſeaſon, both morning aud evening. 1 
. M 3 lecmed 
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ſcemed indeed as if the ſkies poured down righ- 

1 on all that lifted up their hearts to 
od. 6 | 55 

Monday 2. and the following days, I ſpent in 
meeting the Claſſes. Friday 6. being the quar- 
terly day for meeting the local preachers, be- 
tween twenty and thirty of them met at Vet- 
ſtreet, and opened their hearts to each other, 
Taking the opportunity of having them all toge- 
ther, at the watch- night I ſtrongly inſiſted on St. 
Paul's advice to Timothy, Keep that ſafe which 1s 
committed to thy truſt, particularly the dofrine of 
Chriſtian Perfection, which God has. peculiarly 
intruſted to the Methodiſts. 

Wedneſday 11. I went to Brentford, and found 
the Society {till alive, and increaſing both in. 
ſtrength and number. Thurſday 12. I preached. 
once more at Chelfea, where there is' at length a. 
fair and promiſing proſpect. Friday 13. I took. 
a view bf that noble building, Cketfea college and 
all the parts of it. It is deſigned to lodge five 
. old foldiers, who are furniſhed with all: 
things. needful for life and godlineſs. Sunday. 
45. : We had the uſual bleſſing at Spitalfields. . 
Monday 16; I went to Dorking, I ſcarce find 
any. Society in England like this. Year after. 
year, it ſeems at one ſtay, neither increaſing nor 
decreaſing. Only. if one or two die, one or two 
are quickly added to filluup the number. 

Tueſday. 17. I examined. the: Society at Dept- 
ford, and preached there in the evening. Wed- 
neſday 18. I.rctiredinto the country to tiniſh my 

_ writings. Sunday 22. God: was eminently pre- 
ſent with. us at Weſt-ftreet chapel, both in the. 
morning and evening. Tueſday. 24. Mr. W——. 
called upon.me,. and, we had. an agrgeable and. 
uſeful. converſation... What a ehe is it to 

Mr. E. to have ſuch a friend as this? In the 
evening I expounded part. of the ſecond leſſon 


Eph. ill. 


Friday 
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Friday 25. was the day, which I had ordered 
all our brethren in Great Britain and Ireland, to 
obſerve with faſting and prayer, for the recovery 
of his Majeſty's health. But we had the ſatis- 
faction to hear, that before we aſked (unleſs in 
rivate) he anſwered : inſomuch that the time 
intended for humiliation, turned into a time of. 
thankſgiving. And both at five, at nine, at one 
and in the evening, we were molt employed in 
raiſes. h 

Sunday, March 1. was a ſolemn day indeed.. 
The New Chapel was ſufficiently crowded both 
morning and afternoon, and few that expected 
a parting bleſſing, were diſappointed of their 
hope. At ſeven in the evening, I took the mail 
coach: and having three of our brethren we, 
ſpent a comfortable night, partly in. ſound. 
* and partly in ſinging praiſe to God. It. 
will now quickly be ſeen whether they who 
prophecied ſome time ſince, That I ſhould not 
outlive this, month, be ſent of God. or not. 
One way or the other, it is my care, to be always 
read - 

+ SY AE 2. At Bath.the. evening congregation , 
was ſuch as we uſed to. have.on Sunday evening... 
And I have ſeldom ſcen a larger here, In the. 
morning a young gentleman, who had heard me, 
the evening before, deſired to ſpeak to me. He- 
ſeemed greatly affected and was almoſt perſuaded. 
to be a chriſtian.. In the afternoon he ſent his 
carriage, and. would nceds have me fee, his lady,. 
though ſhe had laid in but two or three days.. 
Whether.they turn back or. no, they, both ſeem. 
now not far. from the kingdom of God, 800 

Wedneſday g. I went on to Briſtol, where we 
had a crowded congregation. both this evening. 
and the next. Sunday 8. in the evening I. 
preached in Temple church to a large congre- 
gation, It was an acceptable time, eſpecially to. 
che mourners in Sion. ; 


Mr, Baddiley, 
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Mr. Baddiley read prayers for me, but could 
not ſtay to aſſiſt me at the Lord's Supper. How- 
ever my ſtrength was as my. day. Monday 8. 
and the following days, I viſited the Claſſes, 
which do not decreaſe either in grace or number, 
Tueſday 10. I had the pleaſure of an hour's con- 
verſation with Mr.' , whom I had hardly 
ſeen for ſeveral years. On all theſe evenings 
God was eminently preſent in the congregation, 
On Thurſday 12. the grand day of rejoicing for 
his Majeſty's recovery, I preached on part of 
King Hezekiah's thankſgiving for his recovery. 
And indeed it was a ſeaſon of ſolemn joy: par- 
ticularly when TI applied thofe words, The living, 
the living all praiſe thee, O Lord, as we do at 
this day. | LIES 

Frida 13. I ſpent ſome time with poor Richard 
ie deeply affected with the loſs of his 
only ſon, who, with as great talents as moſt men 
in England, had lived two and thirty years, and 
done—juſt nothing. Saturday 14. In the even- 
ang J preached in Temple church, perhaps for the 
lafi time: as good Mr. Eafterbrook was ſuddenly 
taken ill the next day, Well, whatever is, 1s 
beſt. Sunday 15. Having Mr. Baddiley to aſſiſt 
me in the morning, I preached at Kingowood in 
the afternoon, and in the evening at the room. 
We concluded the day with a ſolemn and com- 
Fortable love-feaſt, ; 

Monday 16. We ſet out early and dined at 
Stroud, where I had proof, that either people or 
preachers, or both, had left their firſt love. E 
ſtrongly exhorted them, to remember from 
whence they were fallen, and do the firſt works. 
God applied his word, and I ſuppoſe two hundred 
were preſent at five m the morning. Tueſday 
17. Many were preſent at Glofter in the evening. 
But they feemed to be little affected. Wed- 
neſday 18. I preached in Tewkeſbury at noon. 
The room was crowded, and all feemed to feel 
what they heard, I was informed, that one who 
; , wo 
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two or three years ago, had carried all his family 
to America, in queſt of golden mountains, had 
crept back again, being utterly beggared, and 
forced to leave his family behind him, In the 
evening the houſe at Worceſter was throughly 
filled with a deeply-atfefted Congregation. But 
we were in great want of more room, In due 
time, God will give us this alſo. 

Friday 20. We went on to Birmingham, ſtill 
increaſing on every fide, Hearing the ery of 
want of bulineſs, even in this, as well as moſt 
other trading towns in England, I conſidered 
what the meaning of it ſhould be. And the caſe 
ſeems plainly this. Two or three years ago 
buſineſs poured into Birmingham, and n 
quently more hands were wanting. But when 
buſineſs returned into its uſual channel, they 
were wanted no longer. "Theſe men therefore 
certainly wanted bulineſs, and ſpread the cry 
over the town, The ſame muſt the caſe at 
Mancheſter, Liverpool, and all other towns where 
there is an extraordinary trade for a time: It 
muſt ſubſide again. And then ariſes the cry of 
« want of buſineſs,” 

Saturday 21. I had a day of reſt, only preach- 
ing morning and evening, Sunday 22. was ap- 
pointed for my opening the houte at the Eaſt 
end of the town, It would have been crowded 
above meaſure, but that the friendly rain inter- 
poſed, fo that we had only a moderate congre- 
gation, It was otherwiſe in the evening, when 
heaps * heaps were obliged to go away. 
How white are theſe fields unto the 'harveit!. 
Monday 2g. The congregation at Dudley pretty ' 
well filled the new houlc, where I preached, (as [__ 
did at London fifty years ago.) Thence we 
haſtened to Madeley, where I found Mrs. Fletcher 
better than ſhe had been for many years ;, and 
young Mr. Fletcher much alive to God, and 
{wiſtly growing up into the ſpirit of his uncle. 
J preached in the evening, after Mr, Horne 5 
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read prayers, to a deeply ſcrious congregation, 
and again at nine in the morning, Wedneſday 
24, in the preaching-houſe ſhe has lately fitted up. 
Going on to Shrewſbury, at ſix I preached in the 
preaching-houſe, on 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2, g. Several 
of the gentry, and ſeveral Clergymen were there, 
and I believe not in vain, I had purpoſed to 
ſet out early in the morning, but was perſuaded 
to tay another day, there being now a fairer 
proſpe&t in Salop than had been before. I 
e morning and evening. I have caſt my 
read upon the waters, and hope it will be found 
ain, at leaſt, after many days, | 

Thurſday 26. We ſet out early, and taking 
poſt horſes at e 4 reached Conway between 
eight and nine o'clock, having travelled ſeventy- 
eight miles that day, twenty-ecght more than from 
Cheſter to Conway. 

Friday 27, We went on to Holyhead, and at 
eight in the evening went on board the Claremont 
Pacquet. The wind ſtood fair three or four 
hours: It then turned againſt us, and blew hard. 
I do not remember, I was ever ſo ſick at ſea be- 
fore. But this was little to the cramp which 
held moſt. of the night with little intermiſſion. 
All Saturday we were beating to and fro, and 
gaining little ground: and Las ſo ill, through- 
out the day, as to be fit for nothing. But I ſlept 
- well in the night, and about eight in the morning 
Sunday 29. came ſafe to Dublin-Quay,  _ 

I went ſtraight up to the new room, We had 
a numerous congregation, and as ſerious as if we 
had been at Weft-jtreet. I preached on the ſick- 
neſs and recovery of King Hezekiah and King 
George : and great was our rejoicing. I really 
took knowledge of the change which God has 
wrought in this congregation within a few years, 
| wn" 9h own of them were light and airy : now 

almoſt all appear as ſerious as * Monday 30. 
1 began preaching at five in the morning and 
the congregation both then and the following 

| mornings, 
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mornings, was far larger in proportion than thoſe 
at London, Meantime I had letter upon letter 
concerning the Sunday ſervice : but I could not 
give any an{wer, till I had made a full enquiry 
both into the occaſion and the effects of it. The 
occaſion was this. About two years ago it was 
complained, that few of our Society attended the 
church on Sunday; molt of them either fitting 
at home, or going on Sunday morning to ſome 
diſſenting meeting, Hereby many of them were 
hurt, be. inclined to ſeparate from the church. 
To prevent this, it was propoſed to have ſervice 
at the room, which I confented to, on condition 
that they would attend St. Patrick's, every firſt 
Sunday in the month. The effect was, 1. That 
they went no more to the meetings,'2. That three 
times more went to St. Patrick's (perhaps fix 
times) in fix or twelve months, than had done 
for ten or twenty years before. Obferve | This 
is done, not to prepare for, but to prevent a ſepa- 
ration from the church. | | 

On the mornings of this and the following 
week I expounded the thirteenth chapter of the 
firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, Such a compen- 
dium of true religion, as none but the author of 
it can give. The evening congregations were 
excecding large as well as deeply attentive. 
Friday, April 3. I preached at Betheſda, and 
with much liberty of ſpirit. Saturday 4. I 
preached in Gravel-walk houſe, ſo filled as I 
never ſaw it before. And they all ſeemed to 
hear, as for life, It was a comfortable night, 

Sunday 5. I preached in the new room at 
ſeven, At eleven I went to the cathedral, I de- 
red thofe of our Society, who did not go to 
their pariſh churches, would go with me to St. 
Patrick's. Many of them did ſo. It was ſaid, 
the number of communicants was about five hun- 
dred, More than went there in the whole year, 
before Methodiſts were known in :relang. 


Monday 


— 
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Monday 6. To day, and for ſome days fol- 
lowing, I was ſo overborne with letters, that I 
had hardly time to do any thing but to read and 
anſwer them. Wedneſday 8. I viſited and ad- 
miniſtred the ſacrament to our poor widows, 
four and twenty of whom are tolerably provided 
for, in our widow's houſe, The frowardneſs and 
ſtubbornneſs of ſome of theſe, was for a time a 
grievous trial to the reſt, But this is paſt, | They 
are all now of a better ſpirit, and adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour. N 

Thurſday 9. In the evening I met, for the 
ſecond time, the Bands. I admired them much: 
they are more open than thoſe either in London 
or Briſtol, and I think here is a greater number 
of thoſe that are now clearly perfected in love, 
than I now find even in London itſelf. 

Friday 10. Being Good-Friday, I accepted of 
the preſſing invitation of Mr. Smyth, and preached 
at Betheſda both morning and evening. In the 
morning on the new covenant, as it is now given 
to the Iſrael of God, and in the evening on Heb. 
ix. 13. 14. I the blood of bulls, Sc. At both 
times we had a brilliant congregation, among 
whom were honourable and right honourable 

erſons. But I felt they were all given into my 
Ee for God was in the midſt, What a 
mercy 1s it, what a marvellous condeſcenſion in 
God, to provide ſuch places as Betheſda, and 
Lady Huntingdon's chapels, for theſe delicate 
hearers, who could not bear ſound doctrine if it 
were not ſet off with theſe pretty trifles! 

Sunday 12. (being Eaſter-day) We had a ſo- 
lemn aſſembly indeed, many hundred commu- 
nicants in the morning and in the afternoon, far 
more hearers than our room would contain, 
though it is now conſiderably enlarged. Aſﬀter- 
wards I met the Society and explained to them 
at large the original deſign of the Methodiſts, 
viz. Not to be a diſtin party, but to ſtir up all 
parties, Chriſtians or Heathens, to worſhip God 
m ſpirit and in truth; but the church of England 
| | ul 


1 
In particular, to which they belonged from thy 
beginning. "With this view I have uniformly. 


one on for fifty years, never varying from tha 


octrine of the church at all: ner from her 


difcipline, of choice, but of neceſſity. So, in a 


courſe of years, neceſſity was laid upon me, (as I 
have proved elſewhere) 1. To preach in the 
open air; 2. To pray extempore, 3. To fo 


Societies, 4. To accept of the aſſiſtance of la 
© 


preachers: and in a few other inſtances, to u 
fach means as occurred, to prevent or remove 
evils that we either felt or feared. 8 
We ſet out early on Monday 13. and about 
twelve reached Clonard, five and twenty Trifk 
miles from Dublin, Three or four times as many 
as the houſe could contain, met together at five 
o'clock, The power of God was remarkably 
preſent; when divers were cut to the heart.: and 


3 none more ſo than the maſter of the 


ouſe. We had another good opportunity at 


ſeven in the morning, Tueſday 14. which we 


cloſed with a ſerious, pointed converſation, and 
then went on to Tyrrel's-pafs. Dr 

Though the wind was piercing cold, the-mul. 
titude of people obliged me to preach abroad in 
the evening : after which I gave them all a plain 
account of the deſign of Meth 
to ſeparate from the church, but to unite toge- 
ther all the children of God that were ſcattered 
abroad. 

Wedneſday 15. About ten I preached to a 
{mall congregation in the nds Molingar. 
We had a far different congregation, both as to 
number and ſpirit, in Longford court-hauſe in the 


evening. It was a beautiful fight. Great part 


.of them came again at ſeven in the morning, and 
ſeemed to reliſh thoſe words, He th at doth the will 
of God, the ſame is my brother, and ſiſter, and mother. 

Thurſday a6. Heavy rain came on in the 
evening, Yet the e e 3 at Kenagh 
would not contain the people. Friday 17. I 
came to my old friends at Athlone, But to my 

„ N ſurprize, 


odiim: namely, not 
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ſurprize, I found them heaps upon heaps, 1 
haſtened to hear the contending parties face to 
face, and was amazed to find, how much matter 
a little fire kindles. Some of the leaders had 
cauſeleſsly taken offence at the Aſſiſtant. He 
called on Mr. R. and warned him Pius im- 


bibing the ſame prejudice, telling him, « If 
he did, he muſt beware of the conſequence,” 
(meaning thereby the miſchief it would do among 
the people.) Miſunderſtanding this word, he 
grew very angry. Others took part with him, 
and the Society was in an uproar. I talked with 
him till I was tired ; but in vain. One might as 
well have talked to the North wind. So I gave 
him up to God, and only endeavoured to quench 
the flame among the people. | 
Saturday 18. was a day of peace, Sunday 19. 
The commanding officer ſending to offer me the 
uſe of any part of the barracks, n at five 
in the riding-houſe, a very ſpacious building, to 
a multitude of people, on Believe in the Lord Feſus 
Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 1 think the word 
did not fall to the ground. Monday 20. 1 
preached about eleven at B and at ſix in 
the church at Aghrim, It was much fuller than 
when I preached here before. And many Pa- 
piſts were there, who, as the miniſter informed 
me, had attended the church ever ſince I was 
there before. Tueſday 22. About ten, I preached 
in Eyre Court church, ſo filled as I fuppoſe it 
never was before. And many of the hearers 
| ſeemed to feel the word, Thence we went on 
to Birr. How is the ſcene changed here? One 
of the dulleſt places in Ireland is become one of 
the livelieſt! But I could not preach abroad in 
the evening, by reaſon of the rain, So we made 
all the room we could in the room and in the 
yard; and a moſt ſolemn opportunity we had. 
Wednefday 22. About noon I preached in the 
beautiful, new court-houſe at Tullamore, Deep 
attention ſat on the rich as well as the poor; as 
it did likewiſe at Coolylough in the evening, 
„ 


* 


* 


E Ty 
Thurſday 23- Being the thankſgiving day. for 
the recovery of his Majeſty's health, I preached 
in the court-houſe at Portarlington, as ſoon as the 
church ſervice ended. The congregation was 
exceeding well-dreſt, - but exceeding careleſs and 
ill-behaved. At fix I preached in the church at 
Mountmelick, exceedingly crowded with hearersof 
quite another kind, They were all attention, and 
in the morning filled the preaching-houſe. Friday 
24, The church at Maryborough was far larger, and 
one of the moſt elegant that I have ſeen in the 
kingdom. It was throughly filled in the even- 
ing, although many of the hearers looked as if 
they had not been in a church before, But 'in 
half an hour they were ſerious as death. And 
in the morning, Saturday = the lower part Of 
the church was well filled. Surely many will 
remember that day. In the evening I preached 
in our Frs de at Carlow ; where, that I 
might not overſhoot the congregation, I preached 
on So teach us to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wiſdom. 5 
Sunday 26. I preached in the morning, and at 
five in the evening. The people were very civil 
and many of them attentive: but I think, the 
time of Carlow is not yet come, Monday 27. I 
reached yo ar about noon; and preſently 
after, as it had continued to rain, I preached in 
the place prepared for me, which was a large, 
though not very elegant cow-houſe. However 
God was there: as likewiſe in the aſſembly room 
at Wexford, where I preached to a large congre- 
gation in the evening. "HITS Np 
Tueſday 28. About noon we reached'the ferry, 
on the Weſt fide of which Mrs. Deaves was 
waiting. She preſt me much to go with her in tho 
Chaiſe, and at leaſt to dine at her houſe, ſaying, 
« Mr. Deaves was willing to ſettle the houſe in 
any way that I defired !” The ſame thing he ſaid 
to me himſelf: ſo I hoped all things would end 
well, In the evening I preached to a numerous 
congregation, on Mark iii. 35, The God of 
N 2 peace 
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peace and love was in the midſt; of us, and ſeemed 
to affect the whole aſſembly. | 

. Wedneſday 29. We had a large congregation 
in the morning. At breakfaſt, and at tea, on 
theſe two days, I met all the Society, (eight or 
ten excepted) and we greatly .confirmed our love 
to each other. In the evening I preached to a 
larger congregation then before, on 1 am not 


aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, Afterwards I 


irongly exhorted them all to rehearſe no paſt 
rievances, and only to provoke one another to 
ove and good works, | 
Friday, May-1, We went to Capoquin. The 
rain preventing my preaching abroad, I accepted 


of a very large room, which was offered me in 


the Barracks, As we went up the ſtreet, we 


had a very numerous retinue, hollooing and 


ſhouting with all their might. But the centinel 
keeping out the mob, we had a quiet congregation 
within. A popiſh gentleman inviting, me to 


lodge at his houſe, I ſpent a comfortable 


— | 8 

Sunday g. The houſe was ſufficiently filled 
with people, as well as with the power of God.. 
Monday 3. So it was again at five, when I en- 
deavoured to quench the fire which ſome had 
laboured to kindle among the poor, quiet people, 
about ſeparating from the church. ln the even- 
ing I preached on Luke viii, 24, and the word 


Was as fire, it pierced to the dividing of ſoul and 


ſpirit, joints and marrow. Tueſday 5. you 
not very well in the morning, I deſired Fofep 


| Bradford to preach, In the evening I preached 


on Remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent 
and do th: firſt works, Many, I believe are car- 
neitly purpoſed ſo to do. May God give them 
the power! Wedneſday 6. I preached on that 
remarkable prophely, Gen. ix. 27. which is ſo 
eminently fulGlled at this day, wherein, God does 
« Seize the ſervile progeny of Ham,” Thurſday 
7. I went to Bandon and finiſhed the life of 
Baron Trench: the ſtrangeſt I ever read. 1 

3 thete 
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there ever ſuch à fiend incarnate as the late 
King of Pruſſia p To inflict ſuch unheard of tor- 
ments for ſo many years, for no fault! Good it 
had been for him, if he had never been born! 
Yet what a wretch was Trenck himſelf! He: 
made not the leaſt ſcruple of adultery and mur- 
der! And does not appear to have a jot more 
religion than an inhabitant of Otahrite “ T- think” 
therefore this is a moſt. dangerous book, I wiſh: 
none that cares for his ſoul, would read a page 
of it. ; . + ee e ” 

In the evening I preached»irv the new preach-- - 
ing-houſe, twice or thrice as large as the old. It-. 
was well filled both this evening and the next. 
But I did not find the ſame liſe in this people as 
in thoſe at Cork. But God is able to cauſe all 
grace to abound here alfo. Saturday 9. I re- 
turned to Cori, and earneſtly enforced, Thou ſhalt 
have no other Gods before me. 0 „ 

Sunday 10. After preaching I adminiſtered the: » 
Lord's Suppet to about four hundred and fifty 
communicants. I.·Was enabled to ſpeak with _ 
power in the cvening, to more than the houſe 
could contain, and afterwards to the Society. 
May God write it on all their hearts. I am now 
clear of their blood. 5 ri 

- Monday 11. At half an haur after two we 
reached Kilkenny, and at ſix I preached on One 
thing is needful. A few. ſeemed. to underſtand 
what I meant... As allo at five in the morning, 
when I expounded, There: is neither wark, nor de- 
wce, nor knowledge, nur uiſdom, in the grave uhither- 
thou goeſt., Tueſday 12. 1 felt myſelf a good: + 
deal out of order; however I puſhed on to- 
Limerick, where the Rev. Mr. Ingram, (one of 
the Chaplains of the cathedral) gladly received 
me. S0 did. Mrs. Ingram and all the lovely. 
family, where I. wanted nothing which the king-- . 
dom could afford. At: ſix the houle would not- 
contain the congregation, I preached on, Ihre 
ig ons Cod. And it ſeemed as if all under they 


af, were ſenſible of his preſence. 
N 3, Wedneſday, 


„ 

Wedneſday 1g. I was not well able to preach 
in the morning. So Foſeph Bradford took my 
Place. But about eleven I preached myſelf at 
Pa las, about twelve miles from Limerick, All 
the remains of the Palatine families came hither 
from Balkgarane, Court Mattris and Ratkeal, in 
all which places an uncommon flame has lately 
broke out, ſuch as was never ſeen before. Man 
in every place have been deeply — 
many converted to God, and ſome perfected in 
love. Some Societies are doubled in numbe 
ſome increafed fix or even tenfold. All the 
neighbouring gentry were likewiſe gathered to- 
gether, So that no houſe could contain them, 
but I was obliged to ſtand abroad. The people, 
as it were, ſwallowed every word, and great was 
our rejoicing in the Lord, _ 

Thurſday 14. J preached in the morning on 
Rev. ii. 4, 5. in the evening on Luke iv. 18. 
All the congregation were, (for the preſent) 
much affected: with many, I truſt, the impreſſion. 
will continue. 

Friday 15. We ſet out at five, and between 
three and four reached Caſtleboy. In the evening 

I preached at Killchrift, to fo large a congregation, 
that I was obliged to preach abroad, though it 
_ rained all the time. As I had not been well for 
ſome days, this did me no good: but I held up 

till Saturday 16. when we came to Ballinrobe, 
and then gave up and let another preach. After 
a very uneaſy night on Sunday 17. I went on 
to Caſtlebar, and finding myſelf much better, 
_ in the evening to a lovely congregation, 

ut I was obliged to let Foſeph Bradford preach 
in the morning, on Monday 18. Being ſtronger 
in the evening I preached again, and met. the 
earneſt Society increaſing both in number and 
grace, Tueſday 19. Retiring to a friend's houſe 
about a mile from the town, I took a full 
account of the late wonderful affair of Mr. 


Mr, George 
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Nr. George Robert Ja, at his firſt ſettlin 

near Caſtlelar about the year 1776, made himſel 

very popular: but meantime his pride was ex- 
ceſſive, affirming that being the head of the 
Deſmond family, he was the premier nobleman 
of Ireland, Therefore he expetted that all the 
country ſhould ſubmit to him: hence he fell into 
diſputes with his father, and by turns with his 
brother, and kept his neighbours in perpetual 
alarm, In 1779, when volunteering began, - he 
raiſed a company, which was wholly ſubject to 
him. Soon after he engaged Patrick Randat 
M' Donald, a relation, as a captain in his com- 
| pany. But not long after a diſpute aroſe be- 
tween them, relative to the driving of ſome cattle, 
Mr. M'D. being informed that Mr. F. intended 
violence to him, placed ſome men near his own 
houſe, and ordered them, if he approach» 
ed the houſe, to fire. Mr. F. approaching, 
one of them did fire, which killed his horſe and 
wounded him in the knee and leg. On this he 
proſecuted Mr. MD. at the following aſſizes; but 
after a full hearing he was acquitted. 

Another matter of contention foon enſued, 
Mr, M'D. being an attorney, was employed againſt 
Mr. F. and carried the ſuit. This inflamed Mr. 
F. beyond meaſure, of which Mr. M'D. was fre- 
quently informed. This continued however to the 


dcloſe of the year 1785, When Mr. M'. being at 


Caſtlebar one night, a blunderbuſs charged with 
eight or nine bullets and ſlugs, was diſcharged 

through the window of the room where he uſed to 
fit. Immediately after chriſtmas, the witneſs, Mr, 
R. G. was fitting in Mr. M's. cellar bottling 
_ ſome wine, when he heard a very uncommon 
ſound of a muſquet, and a loud ſhriek following 
it. Going out, the firſt thing he ſaw was Mr, M'D. 
wounded in the leg, On his cry, three men ran out 
of the litttle houſe of Mr. F. whence the gun had 
been fired from a hole through the wall, which 
had been made on purpoſe. _ 
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He then took a lodging in Caſtlebar. But 
on the goth of February 1786 accompanied by 
Mr. G. Mr. H. and M. went to his houſe in the 
country. They had been but a while there, when 
they found it ſurrounded by many armed men: on 
which Mr. M'D's friends made their efcape to a 
neighbouring village. Meantime they broke into- 
his houſe and not finding him, broke into ſeveral 
houſes. At length they came to the houſe where 
he was, fired ſeveral balls through the doors and. 
windows. Then they broke in and made M' Don- 
ald. Gallagher. and Hipſon prifoners, and one Fulton, 
faid he had a warrant againſt them. They delired, 
he would bring them before Sir Neal O' Donnel, a 
magiſtrate, then within five miles, But inſtead: 
of this, they were tyed and dragged to b's houſe 
in Turlogh, where they continued all night, 

Tueſday, February 21. About fix they were 
marched out with a large company, under pre- 
tence of carrying them before a. magiſtrate: 

Gallagher and Hipſon were tyed together, M Don- 
nald being ſuffered to ride, becaaſe of his wound, 
a ruffian holding his bridle. When they got 

about half a mile from Turlogh, a thot was fired: 
from the rear, which wounded. one of the 

rufſians, - contriving it ſo; that they might 

ery a reſcue, on hearing of, which they were 
ordered. inſtantly to diſpatch the priſoners, Im- 
mediately ſeveral ſhot were fired at the priſoners. 
Hipſon was ſhot dead, and Gallagher wounded.. 
M Donnald had both his arms broke: but his- 
horte took fright and broke from the ruffian. 
Gallagher had crept a little way, but they ſoon. 
"found him. Some were for difpatching him in- 

ſtantly, but others moved to carry him to Mr. 
F——d's. At his houſe he was kept priſoner all. 
the night. | 

Wedneſdav 22. The news coming to Caſtlebar, 
Mr. Elliſon the magiſtrate went up with a large 

arty of the army to Turlogh, They ruſhed. in, 
but after ſearcing all the the houſe, could not 
fad F. Till two young men went into a room, 

| Where 
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where was a large trunk; on touching the haſp 
of which, he jumped up like a harlequin, fell 
upon his knees, and begged they would not 
kill him,” He was then carried out and com- 
mitted to Caſtlebar gaol, where he remained, till 
the June following, He was found guilty on 
June 6, and executed the twelfth. AE HART af 
After drinking a bottle of port, he went out 
of priſon, with the air of one going to a. ball, 
He gave a ſpring off the ladder, which ſnapt the 
7 rope in two: he fell down, but inſtantly leaped 
up. All his courage was gone, and none could 
die more penitent, TR 
Sunday 17. Having been a good deal out of 
order for ſome days, I had thoughts of returning 
ſtraight to London, But I W, it beſt to try a lit- 
tle longer. So I ſet out for Caſtlebar. In a mo- 
ment I felt an intire change; only I felt a little 
feveriſh, But this did not hinder my preaching 
in the evening, nor God from giving us an un- 
SL common bleſſing, The ſame attended us on the 
following evening: but more eminently on 
Tueſday, both morning and evening: as well as 
in the adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, in 
which two Clergymen deſired to partake with 
us. 
Wedneſday 20. We ſet out between three and 
four, and in juſt twelve hours reached Sligo. 
There I met S. Pennington once more, with her 
= © lovely daughter and ſon in law, I never betore 
ſaw ſuch a congregation in S{zgo, ſo numerous 
and ſo ſerious, Does there yet another day of 
viſitation appear, even for this deſolate place? 
Thurſday 21. I was canſtrained by the earneſt- 
neſs of the people to preach at hve, though with 
much difliculty ; my tongue literally cleaving to 
the roof of my mouth, through extreme drynels. 
Between nine and ten I was agrecably ſurprized 
at Manor-hamilton, where I expeRed little good. 
But the power of God fell upon the congre- 
gation, in a very uncommon degree, ſo that ſcarce 
any one was unallefted, We then hobbled on, 
through 


I 


through wonderful roads, to Annadale, where we 

ſoon forgot all the labours of the day; for which 

the amiable family and the earneſt congregation 

made us large amends, | 

Friday 22, We went on to-Balliconnel, where 

j I was nothing glad that the rain drove us into 

| our melancholy houſe. However we had a com- 

| fortable meeting : and I believe many found their 

deſires increaſed, of worſhipping God in ſpirit and 

| in truth, Saturday 23. Between ten and eleven 

| I preached at Killiſiandra, in a pleaſant meadow, 

to a large and attentive congregation, though We 

had a few light ſhowers of rain, Hence we SF 

went through a moſt beautiful country, equal to 

| any in England to Killmore. After dining at 

Mr. Creighton's, we took a walk to ſee the remains 

of the venerable Caſtle, where Biſhop. Bedell 

| was confined, It ſtands in a fine lake, being 

| built exactly round, with walls nine feet thick. 

| | It is remarkably high, but has been for many 

| eee without inhabitant, one ſide of it being f 

eaten down by Oliver Cromwell, A very large 

| congregation from all parts aſſembled in the 

evening: to whom I pee Jeſus Chrift, made 

f of God unto us wiſdom and righteouſneſs and ſanc- 
tification and redemption, 
Sunday 24. At ſeven I preached in the town- 

| hall at: Cavan, to a very large and well behaved 


. congregation, As I went through Ballthays, 
the poor people flocked round me on every ide, 1 
and would not be contented, till I came out of 
the chaiſe, and ſpent ſome time with them in 
prayer. I expected (being a fair morning) to ſee 
a huge congregation at Clones. But while we 
were at Church, the rain came on, So all I 
could do in the evening, was to let Foſeph 
Bradford preach to as many as the houſe would 
contain, and to adminiſter the Lord's Supper to 
our own Society. . 

Monday 25. I preached to a multitude of 
people, in the Old Camp, on All things are ready, 
came ye to the marriage, The congregation ſeemed 

Py ready 
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ready to receive every word. I hardly ſaw ſince 

I left Cork, ſuch congregations, either for number 
or ſeriouſneſs, as is this at Clones. 

Tueſday 26. The rain prevented my preaching 
abroad at Brookſborough, although the congre- 
gation was exceeding large, Part of them were 

eltered by a ſpacious turf houſe, and the reſt 
little regarded the rain: for the Lord watered 
us in an uncommon degree with the dew of his 
bleſſing. And a more affectionate family than 
Mr. M'Carty's, I have not found in the kingdom, 
This appeared more particularly in the morning, 
Wedneſday 27. When we were talking together, 
one and another fell upon their knees all round 
me, and moſt of them burſt out into tears and 
earneſt cries, the like of which I have ſeldom 
heard, ſo that we ſcarce. knew how to part. At 
noon I preached to an unwieldy multitude, in 
the e houſe at Enniſtillen. And I am per- 
ſuaded not in vain; God was there of a truth. 


I concluded the day by preaching at Sidare, to 


the old, ſteady congregation. - 

| Thurſday 28. I went on to Kirlifh-lodge, through 
ſtorms of wind and rain, Vet we had a large 
congregation of ſerious people, though divers 
came from far. In the morning, Friday 29, we 
ſpent an hour at Lord Abercorn's {eat ; three miles 
from Newtown-S/ewart. The houſe is elegant in the 
higheſt degree, both within and without, It 
ſtands on a little eminence over a fine river, in a 


moſt beautiful park. But the owner has not ſo 


much as the beholding it with his eyes, ſpending 
all his time in England. | | 
Between Newtown and Moyle we had fuch rain 
as I never ſaw.in Europe before. In two minutes 
the horſemen were drenched from head to foot. 
We dined at the Rector's Dr. Wilſon's, a man of 
veryuncommon learning, particularly in - the 
oriental tongues, At ſi x he took me in his coach 
to the Caftle yard, where a numerous congregation 
ſoon aſſembled. Almoſt as ſoon as I began to 
preach the rain began. Obſerving the people 
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begin to ſcatter, I prayed aloud, that God would 
ftay the bottles of heaven, He did ſo: the people 
returned, and we had a comfortable refreſhing 


- ſhower of heart-reviving love. 


Saturday 30. I took a view of the improve- 
ments round the houſe, which are wonderfully 
leaſant, I have ſeen few comparable to them 
in the kingdom, Wee D. Leſlie's at Tandragee. 

Sunday 31. being Whitſunday, I preached. at 


Londonderry at ten (two hours before the church 


ſervice began) on They were all filled with the 


Holy Ghoft. 
I found an agreeable proſpe@ here: a neat, 


convenient preaching-houſe juſt finiſhed, a So- 


ciety increaſing and well united together, and 
the whole city prejudiced in favour of it. On 
Monday and Tueſday the congregations were un- 
commonly large (though we had rain every day,) 
Particularly on Tueſday evening, when the hearts 
of the people ſeemed to beas melting wax. And 
likewiſe at five on Wedneſday morning, I 
preached on Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 

Lord. A good farewel to Londonderry. 5 

Wedneſday, June 3. A quarter of an hour 
after I ſet out, the axletree of my chaiſe ſnapt 
in two. In about half an hour I procured ano- 
ther chaiſe, and in three hours reached New-town 
Limovaddy. Finding a congregation was waiting 
for me in the preaching-houſe, I went to them 
without delay. The houle was throughly filled 
with deeply attentive hearers, and the power of 
Cod was among them. 

We went henee through miſerable roads to 
Colerain, but the company there made amengs 
for them. We met with a right Engliſi Society, 
in ſpirit, in carriage, and even in dreſs, But I 
was concerned to find John Stephens, a lovely 
young preacher, in a deep conſumption, from 
which, I judge, nothing can recover him, uvleſs 
perhaps, a total butter-milk giet. In the even- 
ing the large meeting-houſe which was offered 
me, was well filled, though the rain was heavy. 

Thurſday 


1 5p | 


Thurſday 4. 1 was fully employed in an- 
ſwering a heap of letters. In the evening, the 
rain continuing, (as it has done almoſt every day, 
ſince we ſet out from Dublin,) I was glad to accept 
of the-meeting again, which was fuller than the 
evening before. Friday 3. We went a few 
miles out of our way, to call at a fmall village, 
where abundance of people flocked to the church, 
and appeared to be quite ripe for the goſpel. Sol 
preached on Now ts the accepted time : now is the 
day of ſalvation. Thence we haſtened on to Bal- 
limena, where the rain did us no harm, by driving 
us into the meeting-houſe, where a large con- 
. gregation cheerfully heard the word that is able 
to ſave their ſouls, | 

Saturday 6. The largeſt meeting-houſe I have 
been in was that which I preached in at Antrim. 
And the people behaved exceeding well; the 
children as well as the reſt. In the evening 1 
was at the new Chapel at Liſburn, the largeſt and 
beſt finiſhed in the North of Ireland. Sunday 
7, It was well filled at nine, We went to church 
a little before twelve, where the ſinging was ad- 
mirably good; the clerk, who teaches them to 
ſing, having been formerly a leader in our So- 
ciety. The day continuing ſtormy, I could not 

reach in the ſtreet, but we were glad to retreat 
into the linen hall. Here was ſuch a congregation 
as I have not ſeen ſince I came into the kingdom. 
But ſome things, called gentlemen, were walking 
to and fro and talking, during the greateſt part 
of the ſermon, If theſe had been poor men, 

robably they would have had common. ſenſe ! 

he meeting of the Society which followed, (at 
which we permitted many others to be preſent) 
was a" rea Gy ſolemn, The power of God fell 
upon many. 1 obferved one gentlewoman in par- 
ticular that“ wept and trembled exceedingly. I 
did not wonder therefore, that the room Was 
filled at five, and that we had a parting bleſſing. 

Monday 8, We went on to Belfaft, I had at 
frſt thought of preaching in the linen-hall, But 

Q the 
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the weather being very uncertain, I went to the 
heads of the karge meeting-houſe, to deſire the 
uſe of it: which they granted in the moſt 
obliging manner. It is the compleateſt place of 

ublic worſhip I have ever ſeen. It is of. an oval 
orm: as I judge by my eye, an hundred feet 
long, and ſeventy or eighty broad. It is very 
lofty, and has two rows of large windows, ſo that 
it is as light as our new chapel in London. And 
the rows of pillars, with every other part, are ſo 
finely proportioned, that it 1s beautiful in the 
higheſt degree, pe Bays 1 N 
- The houſe was ſo crowded both within and 
without, (and indeed with ſome of the moſt re- 
ſpectable perſons in the town) that it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty I got in: but I then found 
I went not up without the Lord. Great was my 
liberty. of 05 5 among them: great was our 
glorying in the Lord: ſo that I gave notice (con- 
trary to my firſt deſign) of my intending to 
preach there again in the morning. But ſoon 
after, the ſexton ſeat me word, „it muſt not be: 
for the crowds had damaged the houſe: and ſome 
of them had broke off and carried away the ſilver 
which was on the Bible in the pulpit.” So I de- 
ſired one of our preachers to preach in our little 
houſe, and left Belfaſt early in the morning. 
Tueſday 9. About eight I came once more to 
Newtown, where I had not been for eleven years, 
and preached at nine to a multitude of people, in 
the Preſbyterian meeting houſe, All of them 
ſeemed to be not a little affected. God grant the 
impreſſion may continue! From hence we had a 
pleaſant ride to Portaferry, a pretty large ſeaport 
town, and one of the quieteſt I ever ſaw, either 
in England, Scotland, or Ireland; Here likewiſe 
I preached in a large meeting-houſe, to a ſerious 
and well-behaved congregation, on Stand ye in 
the old paths, and many ſeemed determined to 
wall therein. A = 9 405 
Wedneſday 10, We had twice or thrice as 
many people in the moruing as our houſe I 
ave 
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have contained. We had then a lovely paſſage 
to Strangford: but the queſtion was, where to 
preach? I was inclined to preach in the open 
air, as I did eleven years ago? Till the Vicar 
called upon me, and after a little friendly con- 
verſation, aſked me, If I would not preach in 
the Chapel?” As we walked together through the 
ſtreet the people gathered from every quarter: fo 
that the Church Was over- filled, many being con- 


ſtrained to ſtand. without the door. And greatly 
was the mighty power of God diſplayed in the 


midſt of them. 


We came to Downpatrick before one, Inthe + 


afternoon we viewed the venerable ruins of 
the Abby. Great men have talked of re-build- 
ing it for many years: but none moves a hand 
towards it. At fix I preached to a numerous 
congregation in the Grove, on How long halt 5: 
between two opinions? Afterwards I inet the So- 


3 


ciety, now well eſtabliſhed, and ſtill ee 


both in number and ſtrength, Thurſday 11, 
preached in Rathfriland about noon, and before 
two ſet out for Tandragee, But in about half an 
hour, the iron part of my fore-axlctree broke. So 
I walked forward with two of our brethren, which 
was eaſier than riding either of their horſes, But 
before we 'came to Lock-Brickland, my ſtrength 
was ſo exhauſted, I was glad to ſtop at a little 
Inn, and fend to Bann-bridge, about two miles off, 
for a poſt- chaiſe. It came ſoon after hx o'clock, 
and I ſet out immediately: I had gane about a 
mile, when Mrs. Lefley met me with her chaiſe, 
(who ſet out as ſoon as ever ſhe heard that my 
Chaiſe was broke down, ) and took me with her 
to Tandragee, A multitude of people were wait- 
ing, (twice as many as, were in the Green at 
Downpatruck :) when finding no want of ſtrength, 
] earneſtly B God was in Chriſt recon- 
ciling the world to ts Such a congregation 1 
have not ſeen ſince I came into the kingdom; 
neither ſuch a pleafing place, ſhaded with tall, 
ſpreading trees, near which ran a clear river. 
A And 
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And alt the people Hiſtened with quiet and deep 
attention, to drin of th water of life freely. © 
Friday 12. I had a day of reſt, in the fame de- 
lightful Grove, arid preached on Thou ſhatt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy 
foul, Saturday 13, I had another quiet day, to 
anſwer my letters and reviſe papers. I think 
the evening congregation was the largeſt we have 
ſeen in the kingdom, and they all ſeemed to feel 
the application of theſe words, which God aj 
plied with uncommon power, Thou fhalt love hy 
neighbour as thyſelf. | wt, 
Sunday 14. I preached to as near as e e 
gregation at nine, on Rejoice in the Lord ye rigl- 
teous. After preaching in the evening I lodged at 
Atlliman, and preached at ſeven in the mornin 
at Mr, Caulfeeld's door. In the evening I preach 
in the Caſtle- yard at Dungannon, on There is one 
God, with the demonſtration of the ſpirit, It 1s 
a lovely place, and contained a huge congre- 
gation. Tueſday 16, I preached in the ſtreet, at 
Blackwater-town, on 1 Cor. x. 193. The word 
ſunk deep into many hearts, for the power of God 
was in :he midſt of the congregation. In the 
evening I preached once more to a multitude of 
People, in Mr. M'Gough's avenue: to whom I 
paid probably the laſt viſit, as he is juſt tottering 
over the grave, 1 | 
Wedneſday 17. I. went on to Newry, and 
reached once more in the Preſbyterian Meeting- 
Fouls: well filled with rich and poor, It was a 
bleſſed ſeaſon: as it was nearly at five in the 
morning. Thurſday 18, about ten I began in the 
Market-place at Dunkath, the congregation' was 
large and exceeding quiet. They were tolerably 
quiet at Drogheda in the evening, and deeply at- 
tentive at fix in the morning, Friday 19, about 
eleven I preached in the ſtreet at Swords, and in 
the afternoon reached Dublin. | 
Sunday 21. I preached and adminiſtred the 
Lord's-ſupper : in the concluſion of which * 
| „ [4 
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1 The o'erwhelming power of grace divine,” 
'overſhadowed the congregation, On Monday, 
Tueſday, and Wedneſday, I viſited the Claſſes, 
now. containing a little above a thouſand mem- 
bers, after I had excluded about a hundred. 
Thurſday 25, I went on to Mrs, T:ghe's, at Ro- 
anna, near. Wicklow, an exceeding pleaſant ſeat, 
deeply emboſomed in woods on every ſide. In 
the evening I preached in the great Hall, to about 
a hundred very genteel perſons, I believe moſt of 
them felt as well as heard: ſome, perhaps may 
bring forth fruit. 

Friday 26. After ſpending a quiet day, I went 
in the afternoon to Wicklow, and preached in the 
Court houſe to a large congregation, civil, 1 
unawakened enough. Yet a few appeared to be 
deeply attentive ;. and I hope will fee the Lord 
while he is near. 8 
Saturday 27. We returned to Dublin by the 
Glen of the downs, much reſembling that which lies 
North above Ręſwich- Mater. All this country is 
remarkably fruitful and pleaſant, having in many 
parts, a fine ſea, as well as land proſpect. 
Sunday 28. In the concluſion of the morning 
ſervice, we had a remarkable bleſſing : and the 
ſame in the evening: moving the whole congre- 
gation as the heart of one man. 
This day I enter on my eighty-ſixth year. I 
now find I grow old. 1. My light is decayed, ſo 
that I cannot read a ſmall print, unleſs in a ſtrong, 
light: 2. My ftrength is decayed, ſo that I walk 
much ſlower than I did. ſome years ſince,; g. My 
memory of. names,. whether of perlons or places 
is decayed, till I: ſtop a little to recollect them. 
What L ſhould be afraid of is, if I took thought 
for the morrow, that my body ſhould weigh down 
my mind, and. create either. /{ubbornneſs by the 
decreaſe. of my underſtanding, or peevi/ineſs, by 
the-increale of bodily inſirmities. But thou ſhalt 
anſwer for me, O Lord my God. 

O 3, | ; Friday 
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Friday, July 3: Our little conference began in 

Dublin and ended Tueſday 7. On this I oblerve, 1. 

I never had between forty and fifty fuch Preachers 
together in Ireland before: all of them, we had 

reaſon to hope, alive to God, and earneſtly 

devoted to his ſervice? 2. I never faw ſuch a 

number of Preachers before, ſo unanimous in all 

points, particularly as to leaving the Church, 

which none of them had the leaſt thought of. 

It is no wonder, that there has been this year, ſo 

large an increaſe of the Society. N 

Sunday 5. I defired as many as chofe it of our . 

Society to go to St. Patrich's, being the firſt Sun- | 

day in the month. The Dean preached a ferious, 

uſeful ſermon; and we had fuch'a company of 

communicants, as I ſuppoſe, had fearce been feen 

there together, for above a hundred years. Our 

houſe would not contain thofe that came in the 

evening : many of whom being. little awakened, | 

I preached on It is « fearful thing to fall into theÞ 

hands of the living God. On Monday and Tueſday 

we ſettled the reſt of our buſineſs, and on 

Wedneſday morning we parted in the fame love. 

that we met. As "th : OP ELITE VS 

I had much ſatisfaction in this Conference; in: 
which converſing with between forty and fifty 
travelling Preachers, 1 found fuch a body of 
men as I hardly believed could have been found 

together in Ireland: men of ſo found: „ gg A 

ſo deep piety, and ſo ſtrong underſtanding, I am 

convinced, they are no way inferior to the' Eng-- 

liſh Conference, except it be in number, 

Friday 10. We obſerved as a day of faſting and. 
prayer, Chiefly for the incteaſe of the work of 
Bod. This was concluded With a very folenin- © 
watch-night, wherein the hearts of many were - 
greatly comforted. | 5 e 

Sunday 12. At ſeven, I preached in Mark- 
borough-ftreet, where (though it rained all the 
morning) we had a full congregation of ſerious 
people. We met at the new room at half hour 
paſt nine. And truly God was with us. We 
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Fad never ſo many communicants before, but 2 
my day, ſo was my ſtrength. About two we 
left Dublin: and haſtened down to the ſhip, the 
Princefs Royal of Parkgate, the neateſt and: moſt 
elegant Packet I ever ſaw. But the wind failing, 
we did not get out of the Bay, till about twelve.. 
We had exceeding agreeable company: and 'L 
flept as well as if I had been in my own bed 
Monday 13. The ſea being fmooth, I ſhut myſelf 
up in my Chaife, and read over the life of the 
famous Mr. George F—, one of the moſt extra- 
ordinary men (if we may call him a man) that 
has lived for many centuries, I never heard. 
before, of fo cool, deliberate, relentleſs 2 
murderer ! And yet from the breaking of the 
rope at his execution, which gave him two hours. 
of vehement prayer, there is room to hope, 
he found mercy at laſt. 1 owing 1 
In the evening we. ſang a hymn. upon deck, 
which ſoon drew all the company abeut us. I 
then, without any delay began aer on, It 
is appointed to men once to die. I believe all were 
à litttle affected for the preſent. We were then 
conſtrained to flacken ſail and to lie by for ſome 
hours, not having water to paſs the bar; however 
we landed between four and hve in the morning, 
Tueſday 14. And after reſting an hour I went to 
Cheſter : I lodged at T. Briſto s, a lovely family 
indeed, juſt ſuch another as Miſs B's, at ein- 
am. The children indeed are not quite ſo 
genteel, but full as much awakened: and I think, 
the moſt loving 1 ever faw. [he houſe was 
throughly filled in the evening (it being the 
fair 1 as well as the bellowiag, Sas 
16. When I took my leave of the family, they 
came all in tears. It is long fince I ſaw the like. 
About neon I preached. to.a large and much. 
affected congregation at . Northwich,. A flame is 
lately broke out here, fuch as never was ſeen 
here before. In the evening I preached. at Man- 
cheſter. Saturday 18. I conſulted Dr, Eaſton, 
finding my thirſt and fever much increafed, IIis 
18 medicine 
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medicine immediately took place; and I was ſo 
much better in the morning, Sunday 19. that I 
reached, and with Dr. Coke's aſſiſtance, admini- 
ered the ſacrament to eleven or twelve hundred 
communicants, I preached again in the evening; 
but it was too much for me, and brought back 
my feber. Monday 20. I went on to Halifax, 
where in the evening I preached to a noble con- 
regation : and. afterwards ſpent near another 
our, in exhorting the Society. Tueſday 21. L 
hid myſelf at Otley and prepared for the Con- 
ference. Friday 24. I preached to a lovely con- 
- gregation, on Eph. iv. 14. Saturday 25. 1 
preached in Dewſbury, in the evening on Rev. 
xiv. i—4. It rained all the time, I and ſeveral 
more people were wet to the ſkin. I lodged in 
goth Taylor's. houſe at Gommerſal, who. labours 
for peace, and, would fain reconcile Chriſt and 
Belial. nt? . 
In this journey I enployet ſome part of my 
leiſure time, in reading Mr. Fofter's voyage round 
the world. In many parts of this, one would 
think he was almoſt perluaded to be a chriſtian.. 
But how is it then that he ſays Vol. I. p. 136. 
« We liſtened to our boat's crew, who recited a 
number of dull ſtories, intermixt with. hearty 
curſes, oaths, and indecent expreſſions, &c. 
(obſcenity) but ſeldom without real humour.“ 
Now, .what need of mentioning theſe hearty 
curſes and oaths, with ſuch prophound in- 
difference, if it were not to ſcreen himſelf from 
the imputation of believing the Bible? 

Sunday 26. I preachedat noon in Birſtal houſe: 
to as lively a congregatian as ever was ſeen there, 
and at Give preached on the Education of children, 

Menday 27. Being not well able to. preach in 
the OTA through the heat and dryneſs. of my 
mouth, in the evening I preached on 1. Tim. vi. 
20. Tueſday 28. the Conference began, about 


a hundred preachers were preſent, and never was- 
eur Maſter more eminently preſent with us. 
The caſe of feparation from the church was 
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hargely conſidered, and we were all unanimous. 
againſt it. Saturday, Auguſt 1. We conſidered 
the caſe of Dewſbury-houſe, nich the ſelf-EFected 
truſtees have robbed us off, The point they con- 
tended for was this, That they thould have a 
a right of rejecting any preachers they diſap- 
roved of, But this, we ſaw, Would deſtroy 
itineracy. So they chole 7. A. for a Freche. 
who adopted V. E. for his curate. Nothing re- 
mained but to build another preachifig-houſe, 
toward which we ſubleribed two hundred and ix 

pounds on the ſpot, 2 
Sunday 2, Knowing the church would Hot con- 
tain half of our congregation added to its on, 
we began at our room, at half an hour paſt nine, 
After | preaching," with the aſſiſtance of three 
other — — Jadminiſtered the ſacra nent to 
fifteen or ſixteen hundred perſons, 1 hope, all 
deſirous to be inward Chriftians. Tueſday 4. 
Having before preached to the people at large, 
I now ſpoke: directly to the preachers on, I any 
man ſpeak, let kim ſpeak as the oracles of Got and 

I am perſuaded, God applied his word to many 
ef their hear tag | | 
Wedneſday 5. About 'noon we left Leeds ; 
and that evening went to Newark, about ſeventy 
miles. Thurſday 6. We ſet out early, and be- 
_ tween four and five: reached Hinxworth. I was 
now pretty well inclined to reſt; but a con- 
gregation ſoon getting together, I would not diſ- 
appoint them, but preached on, We love him be- 
canſe he-firft loved us, And after preaching and 
traveling fourſcore mites, I was no more tired 
than when I ſet out in the morning. 0 
Friday 7. We reached London between one and. 
two, and found great rea ſon to praiſe the gracious. 
ower, which Bad preſerved us by ſea and by 
and, in all known and unknown dangers, - unto 
the preſent hour. - 
Saturday 8, I ſettled all my temporal buſineſs, 
and in particular choſe a new perſon to prepare 
the Arminian Magazine, being obliged, however 
unwillingly, to drop Mr, O-», for only theſe. 
a F Was 
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two reaſons, 1. The errata are unſufferable: I 
have borne them for theſe twelve years, but can 
bear 1t no longer : Secondly, ſeveral pieces are 
inſerted without my knowledge, both in proſe 
and verſe : I mult try, whether theſe things can 
not be amended, for the ſhort reſidue of my life. 
Sunday 9. The new chapel was ſufäciently 
crowded, both in the morning and at four in the 
afternoon, At ſeven we let out, and about noon 
on Monday 9. reached 3 ' Finding all 
things here in a flouriſhin te, I ſet out for 
the Weſt, early on Tueſday morning, and had. 
an exceeding pleaſant journey to Taunton: where 
we had a fall and ſerious congregation: in the 
evening. Wedneſday 10. I had no thought of 
preaching at Collumpton, though we were to pals 
thiough it. But I yielded to importunity, and 
preached at one, to a numerous audience. Thence 
we went on to Exeter, where the people were in 
high expectation of ſeeing the king, who ap- 
pointed to be there the next day: however 4 
pretty large congregation aſſembled ; to which I 
reached at fix o'clock. We ſet out at three, on 
Thurſday 13. and reached Plymouth between one 
and two in the afternoon, I preached to a large 
audience in the evening : => although the day 
was extremely hot, yet I found myſelf better 
yeſterday and to day, than I have been for ſome 
months. | "ER 21741 $ 
Friday 14. In the afternoon I went on to 
the Dock, having previouſly determined, not 
to ſay or hear any thing of their late ſenſeleſs 
quarrel, wherein I could not but blame both ſides, 
and knew not which to blame moſt. So I ſpent 
this and the next day in peace and anſwered all my 
letters. Sunday 16. In the morning, I believe, 
we had not leſs than fix hundred communicants : 
but they were all admirably well-behaved as if 
they indeed diſcerned: the Lord's body. But 
when I preached in the afternoon, the houſe 
_ » would not hold half the congregation, I choſe 
tho ſpace adjoining the South ſic of the houſe, 


capable 


a a . ET ” p 
a 7 ww F 


101 


capable of containing ſome thouſands of people. 
Beſides ſome hundreds fat on the ridge of the 
rock which ran along at my left hand. I 
reached on part of the goſpel for the day, He 
Seheld the city and wept over it, And it ſeemed as 
if every one felt . | 18 
« His heart is made of tenderneſs; 
His bowels melt with love.” 


Monday 17. Setting out at three we eaſily 
reached our friends at St. Auftle oy dinner time, 
But I knew not where to preach, the ſtreet being 
ſo dirty, and the Preaching-houſe ſo ſmall. At 
length we determined to ſqueeze as many as we 
could into 'the Preaching-houſe, and truly God 
was there. Tueſday 18, we went on to Truro, 
where I had appointed to preach at twelve o'clock, 
But here an unforeſeen hindrance occurred, I 
could not get through the main {ſtreet to our 
Preaching-houſe. It was quite blocked up with 
ſoldiers to the Eaſt, and numberleſs Tinners to 
the Weſt, a huge multitude of whom being nearl 
ſtarved, were come to beg, or demand an increaſe 
of their wages, without which they could not live, 
So we were obliged to retire to the other end of 
the town, where I preached under the Coinage- 
hall, to twice as many people, rich and poor, as 
the Preaching-houſe would' have contained. And 
many of them would not have come thither at all. 
How wiſe are all the ways of God! 2 
In the afternoon, as we could not paſs by the 
common road, we procured leave to drive round 
by ſome fields, and got to Falmouth in good time, 
The laſt time I was here, above forty years ago, 
I was taken prifoner by an immenſe mob, gaping 
and roaring hke lions, But how is the tide 
turned, high and low now lined the ftreet from 
one end of the town to the other, out of ſtark 
love and kindneſs, gaping and ſtaring as if the 
King were going by. In the g preached .- 


on the ſmooth top of the hill, at a {mall diſtance - 
*. from 
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from the ſca, to the largeſt congregation I have 
ever ſeen in Cornwall, except in or near Red- 
ruth. And ſuch a time I have not known be- 
fore, ſince I returned from Jreland. God moved 
wonderfully on the hearts of the people, who all 
ſeem to know the day of their viſitation. 
Wedneſday 19. I preached at noon in the 
high-ſtrect in Helſton, to the largeſt and moſt ſe- 
rious congregation, which I ever remember to 
have ſeen there. Thurſday 20. I went on to 
St. Juſt, and preached in the evening to a lovely 
congregation, many of whom have not left their 
| firſt love. Friday 21. About eleven I preached 
i at Newlin, and in' the evening at Penzance, At 
l! both places I was obliged to preach abroad. 
Saturday 22. I crofled over to Redruth, and at 
| fix preached to a huge multitude, as uſual, from 
the ſteps of the market-houſe. The word ſeemed 
to ſink deep into every heart, I know not that 
ever I ſpent ſuch a week in Cornwall before, 
Sunday 2g. I preached there again in the 
1 morning, and in the evening at the amphitheatre : 
4 I I ſuppoſe, for the laſt time; for my voice cannot 
now command the {till increaling multitude, It 
was ſuppoſed they were now more than five and 
twenty thouſand, I think it ſcarce poſhble that 
all ſhould hear. | 
Monday 24. Calling at Marazin, in my way to 
Penzance, where I had promiſed to preach once 
more, the houſe was filled in a Few minutes, ſo 
that I could not refrain from preaching a ihort 
ſermon. And God was there of a truth, We 
had a rainy afternoon, ſo I was obliged to preach 
in the new preaching-houſe, conliderably the 
largeſt, and in many reſpects far the beſt in 
Cornwall. 
Tueſday 25. I went to St ves, and preached 
as uſual, on one fide of the market-place, Well 
nigh all the town attended, and with all poſhble 
ſeriouſneſs. Surely forty years labour has not 
been in vain here, 
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Wedneſday 26. I returned to Redruth, and ap- 
plied to the great congregation, God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the world unto himſelf. I then met the 
Society, and explained at large, the riſe and 
nature of Methodiſm, And {till aver, I have 
never read or heard of, either in antient or 
modern hiſtory, any other Church which builds 
on ſo broad a foundation as the Methodiſts do; 
which requires of its members no conformity either 
in opinzons or modes of worſhip, but barely this one 
thing, to fear God and work righteouſneſs. 

Thurſday 27. We ſet out early and reached 
Truro ſoon after five. I preached at fix to a houſe 
full of ſerious people, on Awake thou that fleepeſi, 
The congregation ſeemed to be awake. Thence 
we haſted forward to Port [ſaac. I preached in 
the evening in an open part of the town, to al- 
moſt all the inhabitants of it. How changed, 
when he that invited me durſt not take me in, 
for fear his houſe ſhould be pulled down! 

Friday 28, I preached at nine in our new 
houſe at Camelford, throughly filled, though at a 
ſhort warning: and at fix in the evening, in the 
new houle at Lanceſton, {till too ſmall for the 
congregation, who ſeemed exceeding lively, So 
there is a fair proſpett in Cornwall, from Lan- 
ceſton to the Land's End. Saturday 29. Going 
through Taviſtock, a poor man aſked me to preach. 
I began in about a quarter of an hour, the 
preaching-houſe being filled directly: but with 
ſo poor a congregation as I-have not ſeen before, 
for twice ſeven years, ln the evening I preached 
at Phymouli- doch, to a very different congregation, 
but equally ſerious, | 

Sunday 30. Our ſervice began at ten. The 
rain prevented the chapel being too much 
crowded, In the evening I preached at Ply- 
mouth, on (the words in the firlt lefſon) How long 
halt ye between two e, It was an awful 
lealon, Afterwards I ſpent a comfortable even- 


ing with, a few of our ſerious brethren, The jars | 


both here and at the Dock ſeem now to be over, 
FP ang 
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and the contending parties are willing to live 
in peace. | | 3 ; 5 

Monday gi. We ſet out at three, in a lovely 
morning, and reached Exeter between twelve and 
one. Here the ſcene was much changed: many 
of the people were ſcattered and the reſt faint and 
dead enough. The preaching-houſe was ſwiftly 
running to ruin, the rain running through the roof 


into it amain. And five or fix godly tenants living 


in the houſe were noiſy enough, having none to 
control them, We called earneſtly upon God to 
ariſe, and maintain his own cauſe, He did ſoin 
the evening congregation, (which was much larger 
than uſual) while I ſtrongly enforced the parable 
of the ſower, and the dread of God ſecmed to 
reſt on the whole congregation, | 

Tueſday, September 1. We went, through a 
delightful country to 7zverton, In the evening, 
the 3 endent miniſter, offering the uſe of his 
e ee far larger than ours, 1 willingly 
accepted his offer, The congregation was far the 
largeſt I have ſeen in Tiverton for many years. 
I preached on Mark iii. 25. and it ſeemed all 


had ears to hear, | 


Wedneſday. 2. I preached at Halberton. I ſpoke 
here before- in the open air, but the rain pre- 


vented it now. So as many as could con- 


veniently, got into the houſe, When we ſet out, 
one of my horſes was quite lame. ſo that it was 


with great difficulty 1 could get to Taunton, In 


the evening we had ſuch a congregation, as I 
ſuppoſe, was never in that houſe before. Surely 
the antient work will ſome time revive, and the 
prayers of that bleſſed man, Joſeph Alleyne, be 
anſwered, | 

Thurſday g. Being obliged to take polt horſes 
at Taunton, we went on to Caftle Cary. Here we 


found a little company of lively Chriſtians, We 


found ſuch another, Friday 4. at Ditehet. But 
the rain drove us into the houſe; where, as may 
as could ſqueeze in, ſeemed to be much affected. 


In the evening I preached at Shepton, where the 
” flame 
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game kindled ſome time fince, is not yet ex- 
tinguiſned. The next day we went on to Briſtol, 
Sunday 6. Lread prayers and preached and ad- 
miniſtred the ſacrament. to many hundred com- 
municants. I preached in the evening as uſual ; 
and ſpent a little more time with the Society 
than I commonly do. But it was more than I 
could well do. Yet in four and twenty hours I was 
as well as uſual. The Fair brought abundance of 
{trangers to the preaching'on 1 Tueſday, 
and Wedneſday. 'Thuriday 10, 1 went over to 
Thornbury, where' we preached near fifty years, 
and hardly ſaw any fruit. But whom can we de- 
ſpair of? Now at length it ſeems that God's time 
is come. A few men of ſubſtance in the town, 
have built a neat and commodious Preaching- 
houſe. It was filled within and without with 
ſerious hearers. And they did not hear in vain,” 

Friday 11. I went over to {cingswood : ſweet 
receſs! Where every thing is now juſt as I wiſh. 
But « Man was not born in ſhades to be!“ Let 
us work now, We ſhall reſt by and by! Saturday 
12, I ſpent ſome time with the children; all of 
whom behaved well; ſeveral much awakened, 
and a few rejoicing in the favour of God, 

Sunday 13. As Mr. Baddiley aſſiſted me in the 
morning, 1 took the opportunity of preaching at. 
Kingswood in the afternoon : and abroad in the 
evening, and was abundantly better in the even- 
ing than in the morning. Monday 14, I ſpent an 
agreeable hour with Mr. Ireland, and Mr. Ro- 
maine, at Briſlington. 1 could willingly — 
ſome time here. But I have none to ſpare. Tueſ- 
day 15, in the evening I preached at Pensford, 
to an uncommon congregation, and with an un- 
common bleſſing. Wedneſday 16, I went on 
to Midſummer Norton. I never ſaw the church 
ſo full before. I preached on that verſe in one 
of the Plalms for the day, Open thy mouth wide, 
and I will fill it's many, I believe, found the pro- 
mife true. In the evening I preached to our 
honeſt, earneſt Colliers, at Coleford ; molt of 
whom attended again at five in the morning. 
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Thurſday 17, I preached at Frome to a muck: 
larger audience, and with much of the preſence 
of God. Friday 18. At noon I preached at 
Trowbridge in an open place to a multitude of 
people: and in the evening to our old ſteady 
congregation at Bradford, but many of them are 
gone into a better world, Scarce any of the rich 
and honourable are left, But it is enough that 
the goſpel is preached to the poor. Saturday 19. 
At Bath the ſcene is changed again. Here we have 
the rich and honourable in abundance, And yet 
abundance of them came even in a ſtormy night, 
and ſeemed as attentive as colliers, 
Sunday 20. I know not that ever I had ſo large 
a number of communicants before ; after I had 
2 ſtrongly, Neither circumciſion avaiieth any 
ing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new creature. In 
the afternoon 1 applied full as ſtrongly Cod for- 
tid 1 ould glory, and in the evening returned 
to Briſtol. | be. | 
— 21. and the three following days, 
1 viſited the Claſſes at Briftol. Friday 25. I 
ipent an hour at Clarehill with Mr. Henderſon, I 
gs the beſt phy ſician for lunatics in England, 
ut he .could not ſave the life of his only 
fon! Who was probably taken, to bring his 
father to God! | 
Sunday 27. I preached at the new room morn- 
ing and evening, and in the afternoon at Temple 
church, But it was Full as much as 1 could do. 
I doubt I muſt not. hereafter attempt to preach 
more than twice a day. Monday 28. I ſtrongly 
enforced the caution of St. Paul, Be not con- 
formed to this world, But who can enforce it 
enough? For what deſtruttion does this con- 
formity bring upon the children of God! Tueſ- 
day 29. Being much importuned, I went to 
Churchill, about twelve miles weſt of Briſtol. 
The rain was heavy; yet many of the 2 eople 
made their way through it; ſo thatthe church (they 
_—_ has ſcarce ever been ſo filled before. After 
the lervice many ſtayed in the church, becauſe of 
the rain. So I ſpent ſome time with them in fing- 


ing 
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ing and. prayer, and our hearts were much com- 


forted together. 


Thurſday, October 1. I went over to Bath, | 


and preached once more to a very large con- 
gregation, on 1 Pet. i. 14. Friday 2. We had a 


ſolemn watch-night at Aing/wood : and moſt 


of the people ſtayed to the end. Sunday. 4. 
I Mann preaching abroad once more in the 
afternoon ; but juſt before five the rain began, 
So could only enforce in the room thoſe ſolemn 
words, in the firſt leſſon for the day, Turn ye, 
turn ye from your evil ways, &c, 

Monday, 5. We ſet out at four, and hiring poſt 
Horles, reached Mr. WWutchurch's at Sarum 2 
dinner. In the evening the houſe was crowded 


extremely, and the voice of God was heard 


among them: eſpecially in the meeting of the 
Society, to whom I delivered my own, ſoul once 
for all, Tueſday 6. About nine I ſpoke full as 
plain at Wincheſter, I think, to the fargeſt con- 
gregation I have ſcen there, and it ſeemed the 


molt ſerious, on that avful ſubject, Mark ix. 14. 


The audience at Portſmouth common in the even- 
ing were of another, kind to. whom therefore 


I ſpake in quite another manner, from Eph. iii. 


14,; &c,  Wedyelgay . About, one 1 proaches 
to another very ſeripus congregation in th 

hom therefore I exhorted, to leave the firſt prin- 
ciples, and go on to perfection. Thurſday 8. I ſet 


out, eznly, and in the afternoon we were brought - 


.oudon. ; hes 4 th 
fan as well, by the good Providence of 
God, as Lam likely tg. be while I live : my fight is 
ſo decayed, that l cannot well reag by candle light, 
put JI can write as well as ever. And my ſtrength 
is much leſſened, ſo that I cannot eafily preach 


above twice a day, But I bleſs God, my memory 


is not much decayed, and my under{tanding. is as 

clear as it has been theſe fifty years. 

2 Sunday 11. 1 preached. at Weſt-ftreet mornin 

and afterngon, and then þuried the remains © 

Dorothy Hundlebee, who after an exemplary life, 
TS. 7-5. went 
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to hear, they defeated their own purpoſe, 
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went to God in the full triumph of faith. Tueſ- 
day 1g. I preached partly upon the ſubje& at 
the New Chapel, and ſtrongly exhorted the con- 
regation, to be followers of her as ſhe was of 
hriſt, In the evening I went in the mail 
coach, to Barton Mills, and thence in a chaiſe 
to Lynn. 5 | Wen 

8 14. The heavy rain prevented 
tender people from attending in the evening. 
Sunday 2g. In the morning I preached at Weft- 


ſtreet, on Matt. xxii. 11. * a a man not having 


on a wedding garment, and ſhewed 1. That this 
has no manner of reſpe&, either to the Lord's 
ſupper, or righteouſneſs of Chriſt, but that it 
means neither more nor leſs than holineſs. At 
three I preached to a crowded audience at Al. 
khallows church on Matt. vi. 8. At both places I 
believe God ſtrongly applicd his word to many 
heafts, 

Monday 26. I ſet out early, dined at Walling- 
Ford, (juſt fifty miles from the New Chapel) and 
preached in the evening to far more people than 
the preaching-houſe could contain. It was a da 


of God's power, and E believe moſt of the ſtout- 


hearted trembled at his word, | 


Tueſday 27. I went on to Witney. Here 1 
found a lively people, many of whom were 
hungering and thirſting after righteouſneſs. Of 
What uſe to a whole community may one perſon 
be, even a woman that is full of faith and love ? 
The Lord ſtrengthen thy heart, and fully pre- 

are thee for every good word and. work, 

Thurſday 29. I returned. to Oxford, and as 
notice had been given, though without my know- 
ledge, of my preaching at noon, I did ſo, on 
There ts one God, to a very ſerious congregation. 
But in the evening ſuch a multitude of people 

reſt in, that they hindered one another from 
Lig. I know not when we have had ſo 
noiſy a congregation, fo that by their eagerneſs 


1 «5 J 


Friday go. In my way to Wycombe, I ſpent a 
hour at Mr. Smith's in Cudadem. He has ten 
children from eighteen to a year or two old; 
but all under government: ſo that I met the 
very picture of my father's family. What a 
wretched ſteward was he, who influenced Lord 
H—— to put away ſuch a tenant! In the evening 
the houſe at High Wycombe, though full, was 
ſtill as night. Saturday g1. We came ſafe and 
well to London. | | 

Sunday, November 1. All ſaint's day, a day 
that I peculiarly love, I preached on Rev. vii. 

1. and we rejoiced with ſolemn joy. Monday 2. 
Miſs H. met me at Hatfield, and took me on to 
 Hinxworth, I never ſaw that preaching-houſe ſo 
full as it was this evening. And the people now 
begin 8 to underſtand, but to reliſh what 
they bear. Tueſday g. We went over to Vreſt- 

| þ lingworth, where likewiſe the church was fuller 
than ever before. I ſpoke exceeding cloſely 
the next evening at Hinxworth, which the people 
are now able to bear. And at length that ex- 
cellent woman that has ſo tenderly cared" for 
them, ſees ſome fruit of her labour. | 
Monday 9. I returned to London, and the four 
following days I employed in viſiting the Claſſes, 

Sunday 15. We had (as uſual) a large congre- 

| :gation, and a ſolemn opportunity at Spitalfields : 

and another at Shoreditch church, where 1 
-preached a charity-ſermon, after the prayers had 
been read, in ſuch'a manner as I never heard 
'before. At five I preached at the New Chapel 
and met the Society: but it was too much 
for me. ; 15 | f 
Monday 16. After an intermiſſion of man 
weeks, through thedryneſsof my mouth, I reſolved 
to try if I could not preach at five in the morn- 
ing, and did ſo with not much difficulty, And 
I now hope to hold on a little longer. Wed- 
neſday 18. 1 found much life in the Society at 
* Brentford.' So little cauſe have we to deſpair of 
any people, though for the preſent, ever ſo dead! 
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Thurſday 19. I preached to a large congregation 
at Lambeth, On Friday and Saturday I anſwered 
my letters. | | TEST” | 
Sunday 22, We had large congregations and 
a comfortable opportunity both morning and 
evening at Veſt ſtreet chapel. Monday 2g. I ſet 
out for Northamptonſiire, and in the evening 
reached at Wiittlebury,. But the houſe would 
ill contain. the congregation, which were all 
ſerjous as death. So they were the next evening. 
Wedneſday: 23. The diflenting miniſter at Tow- 
ceſter, offering me the ule of his mecting-houſe, it 
was well filled, and I believe our Lord was in 
the midſt, . Thence, we went on to Northampton, 
where I ſpent two evenings with very great 
ſatis faction. Although the great man who was 
ſo affected at Bath laſt ycar, was "1 expected 
he would) aſhamed ta ſee me. Friday 27. We 
had a pleaſant journey to London. | 
Sunday 29. I preached at the New Chapel in 
the morning, on Love is the fulfilling. of the lam, 
and in the evening, on Cue no man any thing, but 
to love one another, and each time God was emi- 
nently preſent. ., Monday go. I went to Deptford 
zand found the Society in peace, but nearly at one 
ſtay. IL endeavoured to {tir up both them and 
the congregation in the evening, to go on to per- 
fetclion. Iueſday, December 1. I called on 
Mr. Dornford, and found he kept his bed, being 
ill of a ſtubborn ague. But it came no more. 
At noon I preached in the new preaching-houſe 
at Mitcham, and examined the little earneſt So- 
.ciety, almoſt all rejoicing in the love of God. 
Il then retued to the lovely family at Balam 
Here I had leiſure on Tueſday, Wedneſday 
and Thurſday, to conſider throughly the account 
ol the-Pelew Iſlands. It is ingenious, but. I elteem 
it a dangerous book, Which I cannot believe, if 
I believe the Bible. For the direct tendency of 
it is to ſhew, that the Bible; is, quite needleſs: 
dance if men may be as virtuous without reve- 
lation as with it, then it is quite bipsr dull. 


Then 
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Then the fable of Jeſus Chriſt, and that of 
Mahomet are equally valuable. I do not ſay, 
that Mr. Keate, much leſs Captain Wilſon deſigned 
to inculcate this conſequence, But it — ; 
follows, if you believe the premiſſes. I cannot 
believe there is ſuch a heathen on earth as Abba 
Thulle ; much leſs ſuch a heathen nation as are 
here painted, | 

But what do you think of Prince Lee Boo? I 
think he was a good natured, ſenſible young man, 
who came to England with Captain Milſon, and 
had learnt his leſſon well, but was juſt as much 
a Prince, as Tom Chacti was a king. 

Monday, December 7. I went to Chatham and 
preached as uſual, to far more than the houſe could 
contain, And it is no wonder conſidering that the 
{pirit and behaviour of the people confirm the 

octrine they hear. Tueſday 8, we took a walk 
in the dock yard. In the evening I preached in 
the elegant houſe at, Brumpton. But it is already 
far too ſmall. The people flock in on every ſide, 
to breathe peacefully the Goſpel. 

Thurſday 10. I returned to London and preach- 
ed at the New Chapel. | 

Sunday 1g, Feeling much concern for poor back- 
Niders I endeavoured to explain, and apply the 
concluding words of the parable of the Prodigal 
Son: This thy brother was dead and is alive 
again : He was loſt and is found. And in the 
evening thoſe of Hoſca viii. 11. | 

Monday 14. I went to Canterbury and preached 

in the evening, on There ts one God. The houſe. 
would in no wife contain the congregation, in 
which were ſeveral clergymen, It pleaſed God, 
to give me uncommon liberty of ſpirit, as alſo at 
Dover the next evening, where the new houſe, 
large as it is, was far too ſmall, ſo that many 
could not get in, Wedneſday 16, Being quite 
hoarſe, I could neither ſing nor ſpeak ; however 
I determined to ſhew mylelf, at leait, where I 
had appointed to preach, Coming to Sandwick 
about noon, and finding the congregation was 


waiting, 
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waiting, I truſted in God and began to ſpeak : the 
more I ſpoke, the more my voice was ſtrengthen- 
ed, ſo that in a few minutes I think all could 
hear. And many, I believe, took knowledge that 
wu they heard was not the word of man but of 

I preached again at Margate in the evening, 
tiil my voice was near as clear as before I begun, 
The Spirit of God was with us of a truth. | 

+ Thurſday 17. I-returned to Canterbury, and 

ſpent half an hour with my old friend Mr. 

rronet, the lat of the fix ſons, and nearly 
worne out, and juſt tottering over the grave. 
In the evening we had another numerous congre- 
gation, and all deeply ſerious. Friday 18. We 
returned to London. : aha wrap 

Monday 21. I went to Sevenoaks, where the 
work of God has been at a ſtand for many 
years, It was a rainy night, notwithſtanding. 
which the chapel was crowded from end to 
end: God ſeemed to reſt in an uncommon degree, 
upon the whole congregation, I was ſtill more 
ſurprized to ſee the houſe filled in a very dark 
rainy morning, a ſight which has not been for 
many years. Surely God is about to give this 
poor dead people yet another gracious vihtation, 
Friday 25. Chriſtmas-day, we. began the ſervice 
in the New Chapel at four o'clock as uſual, 
Where I preached again in the evening; after 
having officiated in Weft-flreet at the common 
hour, Saturday 26, We had a very uncommon 
congregation in the evening, with a very un- 
common bleſſing. Sunday 27. I preached in St, 
Luke's, our Pariſh Church, in the afternoon to a 
very numerous congregation, on The Spirit, and 
the Bride ſay come. So are the tables turned, that 
I have now more invitations to preach in 
Churches than I can accept of. 


Monday 28. I retired to Peckham and at 


leiſure hours read part of a very pretty trifle, the 
Life of Mrs. Bellamy. Surely never did any. - 
ſince % Dryden ſtudy more 1 ; 
e344. of 6 10 
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« To make vice pleaſing, and damnation ſhine,” 


than this lively and elegant writer. She has a 
fine imagination, a ſtrong underſtanding, an 
eaſy ſtyle, improved by much reading, a fine, 
benevolent temper, and every qualification that 
could conſiſt with a total ignorance of God, But 
God was not in all her thoughts. Abundance 
of anecdotes ſhe inſerts, which may be true or 
falſe. One of them concerning Mr. Garrick, is 

curious. She ſays, © When he was taking ſhi 
for England, a Lady preſented him with a parcel, 
which ſhe defired him not to open till he was at 
ſea, When he did, he found Wefleys Hymns, 
which he immediately threw over-board, I can- 
not believe it. I think Mr. G. had more ſenſe, 
He knew my brother well. And he knew him 
to be nat only far ſuperior in learning, but in 
Poetry, to Mr. Thomſon,' and all his theatrical 
writers put together: none of them can equal him, 
either in ſtrong nervous ſenſe, or purity and ele- 
gance of language! Ihe muſical compoſitions 

of his ſons are not more excellent, than th 

poetical ones of their father. | 
In the evening I preached to a crowded coti- 
gregation, ſome of whom ſeemed a good deal 
affected. Thurſday 31. I preached at the New 
Chapel, but to avoid the cramp went to bed at 
ten o'clock. I was well ſerved. I know not 
that I ever before felt ſo much of it in one 
night, ; 
Friday, January 1, 1790. I am now an old man, 
decayed from head to foot. My eyes are dim: 
my right-hand ſhakes much: my mouth is hot 
and dry every morning. I have a lingering fever 
almoſt every day. My motion is weak and flow. 
However, bleſſed be God, I do not ſlack my la- 
bour. I can preach and write ſtilll. 
Saturday 2. I preached at Snowsfields, to the 
largeſt congregation I have ſeen there this year, 
on I am not afham:d of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
Sunday 3, I ſuppole near two thouſand met at 
the 
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the New Chapel, to renew their Covenant with 
God! A ſcriptural means of grace, which is now 
almoſt every where forgotten, except among the 
Methodiſts. 3 

Tueſday 5. J paid a viſit to my old friend Mark 
Davis, and in the evening I preached to a ſmall 
audience at Laytonſtone. Wedneſday 6, I 
preached to a larger and more. awakened con- 
gregation at Stratford. Tueſday 12, I retired to 
Highbury- place to anſwer my letters. Sunday 17, 
I buried Mrs. Dornford, (a good woman,) and 
preached her funeral ſermon. In the afternoon 
1 reached in Great St. Helen's, to a large con- 
. gregation, It is, I believe, fifty years ſince I 

reached there before, What has God wrought 
* that time! 

Thurſday 21. I paid a viſit to an eminent Siſter, 
of whom every one deſpaired. She reſolved to 
ſet out once more, May God upholg her with his 
right-hand, Sunday 24, we had a Love-feaſt for 
all the Society, at which many ſpoke their ex- 
perience with much ſimplicity. Monday 23, I 
went to Dorking, and laboured to awaken a 
harmleſs, honeſt, drowſy people, who for many 
| years have ſeemed to ſtand ſtock ſtill, neither in- 
creaſing nor decreaſing, | 

Friday 29. We had our general Quarterly- 
meeting, whereby it appeared, that the Society 
received and expended about g, oool. a year. But 
our expence ſtill exceeded our income. Saturday 
go, I began meeting the Claſſes, which took up 
this day and all the next week. | 

Sunday, February 11. I preached the funeral 
ſermon of that faint of God, Robert Windſor, many 
years a burning and a ſhining light, He was born 
a few months after me; was a prudent, ſerious, 
diligent man, full of mercy and good fruits, with- 
out partiality and without hypocriſy. He ſecmed 
on the brink of death ſome months ago; but 
was ſuddenly raiſed up again, praiſed God without 
cealing a few days, and then laid down and died, 

Wedneſday 
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Wedneſday 10. We found much of the pre- 
fence of God, in the chapel at Brentford, where 


the congregation was exceeding large, So it was 


the next evening at Lambeth, though perhaps not. 
ſo much alive. Saturday 13. The meeting of 
the penitents in the evening was excecding 


ſolemn: as indeed it generally is. Sunday 14. 


I preached a ſermon to the children at Weft-ſtreet 
chapel. They flocked together from every quar- 
ter. And truly God was in the midſt of them, 
applying thoſe words, Come, ye little children, 
hearken unto me, and I will teach you the fear of 
the- Lord. 
Tueſday 16, I retired to Balam for a few 
days, in order to finiſh my ſermons, and put all my 


little things in order. Thurſday 18. I preached . 


once more at poor Wandſworth, The houſe was 
more crowded than it has been for ſeveral years. 
And I could not but hope that God will once 


more build up- the waſte places. Friday 19. I 


preached to a large audience at Chelſea, and ex- 


amined the little Society who do not decreaſe 


but rather grow in grace, and ſtrengthen each 
other's hands, 

Sunday 21, I preached to the children at the 
New Chapel, and believe not in vain. 4 60 


22. we had a comfortable opportanity at Veſi- 


fireet, and another on Tueſday evening at the 


New Chapel, where we had alſo a ſolemn N 


of the leaders, I ſubmitted to importunity, an 


once more ſat for my picture. I could ſcarce bes 


lieve myſelf! The pifture of one in his eighty- 
ſeventh year! N 

Wedneſday 24. I preached once more at Wap- 
ping, to a crowded audience and the next even- 
ing at the New Chapel throughly filled, Friday 
26. I preached at Redriſt, where alſo there is 
lately a remarkable revival of the work of God. 
Saturday 27. I dined at Mr. Baker's one of the 


Sheriffs of London, a plain man, who ſtill lives 


in an inn yard! In the evening I had ſuch a 
congregation at Snowsfields, as has not been ſeen 
there 
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there before for many years. Afterwards I met 


the penitents for the laſt time: they quite filled 


the room, and God was in the midſt of them. 
Sunday 28. We have not had ſuch a congre- 
gation at the New Chapel, fince the renewal of 
the covenant; nor ſuch a bleſſing : the hearts of 
the people were like melting wax. Moſt of 
them were in tears: and I truſt they will not 
ſoon forget the exhortation which was then 
given them. : 

In the afternoon I preached at Weſl-freet cha- 
pel on Eph. v. 1, 2. The chapel would not near 
contain the congregation: all that could ſqueeze 
in ſeemed much affected. And it was with 


difficulty I broke through and took chaiſe for 


Brentford, where I came before ſix o'clock. The 
congregation here alſo was by far the largeſt I 
ever ſaw here: ſo that it ſeems, our labour even 


here will not be in vain, 


Monday, March 1. I left Brentford carly in 
the morning, and in the evening preached at 
Newbury. The congregation was large, and moſt 
of them attentive, but a few were wild as colts 
untamed. We had no ſuch at Bath the fol- 
lowing evening, but all were ſerious as death. 
Liidded the work of God ſeems to flouriſh here, 
deepening as well as widening, Wedneſday g. 
I took a view of the new buildings. There are 
at preſent none like them in England, They 
have not only added a ſecond creſcent with two 
beautiful rows of houſes near Ludſtown, but a 


whole town'on the other ſide of the city, which 


is {wiftly Ba i, | every day. And muſt all 
theſe fine buildings be burnt up! Yea, f 


« Earth and heaven deſtroy'd 


Nor left even one in the mighty void!“ ; 


> 


Thurſday 4. I went on to Briſtol, where I 


found a people ready prepared for the Lord, 


The preachers are in earneſt, the fruit of which 
plainly appears in the congregations, Friday 5. 
N Hearing 
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Hearing Mr. N. of Bolton was dying, I went 
over and ſpent an hour with him. His Tpirit was 
much comforted, and in a few days he was nearly 
as well as ever. Saturday 6. I preached in the 
evening at Temple church: Mr. Eafterbrook. has 
lately been very ill. But God has again lifted 
up his head to be a father to the poor a little 
longer, Sunday 7. I preached at the room 
morning and evening, and about two in the 
afternoon at Kingswood, Juſt as I concluded my 
ſermon in the room, a lady came in her carriage 
in all haſte, and finding the ſermon was over, 
earneſtly deſired to ſtay at the Society. After- 
wards he importuned me much, to call*on her 
at the Hot Wells, where her huſband Governor 
Jolnſtone died two years ago. On Monday, 
Tueſday, Wedneſday, and Thurſday ſhe came to 
the preaching, and ſeemed to be much affected. 
On Friday evening I was at Kingswood, and 

reached to ſuch a congregation, as I have not. 
Sm there on a week day for forty years, unleſs . 
it was at a watch- night., Saturday 13. I ſpent 
two hours with her at Granby-houſe, and an- 
ſwered all her queſtions. She appeared quite 
willing to know the truth, and to be altogether 
a Chriſtian, and vehemently deſired, if our lives 
were prolonged, that I would viſit her in London. 
But if we ſhould live, would ſhe then be willing 
to ſee me? If ſhe is, it would be a miracle 
indeed. = {| 

This week I viſited the Claſſes in Briſtol, I 
wonder we do not increaſe in number, although 
many are convinced, many juſtified, and a few 
perfected in love: I can impute the want of in- 
creaſe to nothing but want of ſelf-denial. With-- 
out this indeed, whatever other helps they have, 
no believers can go forward. 

Sunday 14. was a comfortable day. In the 
morning I met the Strangers Society, inſtituted 
wholly for the relie#, not of our Society, but for 
poor, lick, friendleſs Strangers. I do not know 
that I ever heard or read of ſuch an inſtitution, 
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till within a few years ago. So this alſo is one of : 
the fruits of Methodiſm, | Þ 
Monday 15. I ſet out early and dined at Stroud : 


| but in the evening we knew not what to do. 


The preaching houſe was far too {mall, to con- 
tain the congregation; ſo that ſeveral hundreds 
(it was ſuppoſed, were obliged to go away, But 
the power of God remained with us. And great 
was our rejoicing in him. 5 
Tueſday 16. At noon 1 preached at Painſwick, 
to as many as the houſe would contain: in the 
evening at Gloſter, we had a large multitude ; but 
many of them would neither hear nor let others 
hear. Indeed they that ſat in the galleries could 
hear well ; but very few of them that was below. 
Wedneſday 17. In the way to Tewkſbury, at the 
earneſt deſire of Francis Proter, I called on him 
and his five daughters, (all grown up,) who are 
lately joined to that Society. All of whom are 
now in great earneſt, and bid fair to adorn the 
goſpel of God our Saviour. I preached at Tewks- 
pury about twelve: but here aifo the houſe would 
not contain the congregation, We went on te 
Worceſter in the afternoon, and found much com- 
Fort among a well eſtabliſhed people. They have 
no jars now, but all hold the unity of the Spirit, 
in the bond of N Thurſday 18, we went on 
to Stourport, which 1s now full twice as large as 
it was two years ago. The brit chapel was built 
about three years ago, by the joint contributions 
of Arminians and Calviniſts, agreeing-that they 
ſhould preach by turns, But in a ſhort time, the 


Poor Arminians were locked out. On this one or 


two gentlemen built 'another, far larger and more 
commodious. But it was not large enough to 
contain them in the evening, to whom I ex- 
plained that ſolemn paſſage in the Revelation, 
1 ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God. 
They ſeemed to be all ſerious and attentive, as 
long as I was ſpeaking. But the moment I ceaſed, 


fourſcore or one - hundred began talking all at 


once, I do not remember ever to have been 
preſent at ſuch a ſcene before, This mult be 
| amended, 


C 38s 1} Fr 
' amended, Otherwiſe (if I ſhould live) I will ſee 


Stourport no more. 

Friday 19. About eleven, coming to Quinton, 
1 found a congregation waiting for me, So, 
that I might not diſappoint them, I preached 
immediately on We love him, becauſe he firſt loved 
us: and then went on to Birmingham, which I 
think is thrice as large as when I ſaw it fifty 
years ago. 28 
The congregation in the evening were well 
ſqueezed together, and moſt of them got in. The 


behaviour of the rich e is ſuch, as does 


honour to their profeſſion, ſo decent, ſo ſerious, 
ſo devout from the beginning to the end! It was 
the ſame the next evening. Sunday 21, the 

rayers began at the' new houſe, about half an 
, after ten. It is a little larger than the new 
houſe at Brompton, and admirably well con- 
ſtructed, But ſeveral hundreds I ſuppole could 
not get in, I think all who did, found that God 
was there, The great houſe likewiſe in the 
evening was utterly inſufhcient to contain the 
congregation, But God is able to ſupply this 
want allo : and his time is beſt. dey 

Monday 22. I went on to our old friends at 


Nednefbury, where the work of God greatly re- 


vives. Buſineſs has exceedingly decreaſed, and 
moſt of them have left the town. So much the 


more have the poor grown in grace, and laid up 
treaſure in heaven. But we were at a great loſs 


in the evening, I could not preach abroad after 
ſun-ſet, and the houſe would not near contain the 
Pon However as many as poſſibly could 
queczed in. And their labour was not in vain. 

Tueſday 23. About one I preached in the 
new houſe at Dudley, one of the neateſt in 
England. It was a profitable ſeaſon, where two 
perſons, they informed me, found peace with 
God. We had a pleaſant ride to Wolurrhanjpton, 
This evening the rain began and continue 
about twenty hours, after more than four and 
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twenty weeks of fair weather, ſuch a winter as 
I never ſaw before, | 8 75 
A melancholy event fell out the day before. 


The Miſtreſs of the houſe adjoining, boiling ſome 


varniſh, it boiled over, and took fire, which 
ſeized on her, and burnt her ſo that her life is 
deſpaired of. | 
| The rain a little leſſened our congregation, ſo 
that the houſe contained us tolerably well. And 
many even of the gentcel hearers ſeemed almoſt 
perſuaded, not to halt between two opinions, 
Wedneſday 24. We rode to Madeley, through a 


12 rain, which did not hinder the church 


rom being throughly filled. And I believe all 


who had ſpiritual aiſcernment perceived, that it 


was filled with the preſence of God. Thurſday 


25, at nine I preached to a ſelect congregation, 
on the deep things of God: and in the evening, 


on He ts able to fave unto the uttermoſt all them that 
come unto God through him. Friday 26, I finiſhed 


my Sermon on the Wedding Garment. Perhaps the 
laſt that I ſhall write. My eyes are now waxcd 
dim. My natural force is abated. However, 


while -I can, I would fain do a little for God, 


before I drop into the duſt. | 

In the evening I preached to a crowded au- 
dience at Salop, on Acquaint thyſelf now with him 
and be at peace. But I was much aſhamed for them, 
The moment I had done ſpeaking, I ſuppole fifty 
of them were talking all at once. And no wonder, 


they had neither ſenſe nor good manners : for 


« they were gentlefolks “ | 
Saturday 27. I preached in the evening to a 
ſenſible and well behaved congregation, at New- 
caſtle· under-Lyme. (Obſerve, that is the name of 
the river, which runs above the town,) 80 
28, I preached foon after one, in Mr. Myat's yard, 


at Love-End: the houſe would not have con- 
tained a quarter of the people. At Borſlem alſo 


was obliged to preach abroad, ſuch was the 


this 
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| this place were highly favoured. Mercy embraced 
them on every fide. *; p 
Monday 29. At nine I preached in the New 
Chapel at Funſtal, the molt elegant I have ſeen 
ſince I left Bath. My text was, Let us go on wnto 
perfeftion: and the people ſeemed to devour the 
word. : | 

In the —_ I preached at Congleton. The 
Miniſter, the Mayor, and all the heads of the 
town weile preſent, So, that I might not over- 
ſhoot han. reached on Pf, xc. 12. As I believe; 
God applied it to their hearts. 
Tuelday go. I went on to Macclesfield, and 
preached to a crowded audience, both this and 
the following night. On Thurſday morning, 
one of my horſes died. I judged it beſt to leave 
the other, till I could procure another, and took 
poſt- chaiſes to Stockport. A large congregation 
was ready at fix in the evening. In the morning, 
on Good-Friday, we went on to Oldham. The 
new houſe would in no wife contain the congre- 
. gation: but I preached to as many as it would 
contain, on 1 Cor. vi. 19. and at Mancheſter in the 
evening, Saturday, a 5 3, on Heb. iv. 14. & 

Eaſter-Day, I think we had about one thou- 
ſand fix hundred communicants, I preached both 
morning and evening, without wearinels, and in 
the evening lay down in peace. | 

Monday 5. Calling at Altringham, I was deſired 
to ſpeak a few words to the people in the New 
Chapel. But almoſt as foon as I got thither, the 
houſe was filled, and ſoon after more than filled. 
Se I preached on 1 Pet. i. g. and many praiſed 
God with joyful lips. Abou: twelve I preached 
in the chapel at Northwith, to a large and very 
lively congregation, And in the evening met 
once more with our old affectionate friends at 
Cheſter, I have never ſcen this chapel more 
crowded than to- night; but ſtill it could not near 
contain the congregation. Both this and the fol- 
lowing evening I was greatly aſhifted to declare 
the power of Chriſt's reſurrection, and to exhort 
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all that were 7:/en with him, to ſet their affections 
on the things above. 

Here I met with one of the moſt extraordinary 
Phenomena, that I ever ſaw or heard of. Mr. 
Sellers has in his yard a large Newfoundland Dog, 
and an old Raven. Theſe have fallen deeply in 
love with each other, and never deſire to be apart. 
The bird has learned the bark of the Dog, ſo that 
few can diſtinguiſh them. She is inconſolable 
when he goes out, and if he ſtays out a day or 
two, ſhe will get up all the bones and ſcraps ſhe 
can, and hoard them up for him, till he comes 
back. 3 | 

Wedneſday 7. About eleven I preached at 
IVarrington. The chapel was well filled with ſerious 
hearers. But the great congregation was at Liver- 


| ou If thoſe without were added to thoſe within, 


believe it would have excecded even that at 
Mancheſter. And ſurely the power of God was 

reſent with them alſo, 5 
Thurſday 8. Such another congregation we 
had on Thurſday, among whom were many that 
had never been there before. They ſeemed utterly 
amazed when I explained, Now faith is the evi- 
dence f things unſeen. I believe many were then 
convinced: but alas! how ſoon will that con- 
viction die away! | 
Friday 9. We went to IWigan, for many years pro- 
ve) bially called wicked Wigan, But it is not now 
what it was. The inhabitants in general have 
taken a ſofter mould, The houſe in the evening 
was more than filled, and all that could get in 
ſeemed to be greatly affected, while I ſtrongly 
applied our Lord's words, I will, be thou clean ! 
Saturday 10, I croſſed over to Northwitch, and 
again tound the wiſdom of judging before the 
time. The removal which I uſed to aſcribe to 
caprice, 1 find was the effect of neceſlity.. A 
wretched man who had perſuaded his father-in- 
law to give the ſtaff out of his own hands, now 
abridges him of half his five hundred a year: and 
| has 
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has the conſcience to take fifty pounds a year out 
of the remainder, for the board of his fon, ap- 
prenticed to him! In the evening I preached in 
the lovely houſe at Bolton, to ane of the lovelieſt 


congregations in England, who by patient con- 


tinuance in well doing, have turned ſcorn and 
hatred into general eſteem and good will. 


Part of the manuſcript is loſt which cauſes a 


chaſm ny \ 

Monday, May 2g. We ſet out at four and reach- 
ad Forglen about noon : the face of the country is 
much changed for the better, ſince I was here 
before. Agriculture increales on every ſide: fo 
do manufattories, induſtry and cleanlineſs. 

But I found poor Lady B. (one of the moſt ami- 
able women in the kingdom) exceeding ill, and 
I doubt whether ſhe will be much better till ſhe 
removes to her own country, I ſpent à very 
agreeable afternoon with the lovely family, and 

reached to a ſerious congregation in the evening. 
Tueſday 24. we returned to Aberdeen and I too 
a ſolemn farewel of a crowded audience. If 1 
ſhould be permitted to ſee them again, well: If 
not, I have delivered my own foul. | 

VWeaneſday 25. Taking the midland road, we 
ſpent an hour at Lawrence Hicxs, which from an 
inconſiderable village, is by the care and power 
of Lord Gordon, ſoon ſprung up into a pleaſant, 
neat, and flouriſhing town. His Lordſhip has 
alſo erected a little library here, adjoining.to a 
handſome and well furniſhed inn. The country 
from hence to Brichen is as plealant, as a garden: 
happy would Scotland be, if it had many ſuch 
gentlemen and noblemen! In the evening L[ 


began En at Brichin in the freeman's 


lodge: but I was fo faint and ill that I was 
obliged to ſhorten my diſcourſe, Thurſday 26, 
We went on through Fonfer (now a handſome 
and almoſt a new town, and Cupar, to Alucterander: 
here we expected poor acco.nmodations, but were 
agrecabl — WY Food, beds, and every 


thing elſe were as neat and clean as at Aberdeen or 
Edinburgh, Friday 27, We travelled through a de- 
lightful 
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light ful country, by . and Ailſythe to Glaſgow. 


The congregation was miſerably tmall : verifying 
what I had often heard before, „That the Scots 
dearly love the word of the Lord -oh the Lord's 
day.” If I live to come again, I will take care, 
to ſpend only the Lord's day at Glaſgow. 
Monday 31. We ſet out at two and came to 


. Moffat ſoon after three in the afternoon, Taking 


freſh horſes, we 1eached Dumfries, between ſix 
and ſeven, and found the congregation waiting. 


So after a few minutes, I preached on Mark iii. 


35. Whoſoever doth the will of God, the ſame tis my 


brother, and ſiſter, and mother. | 
Tueſday, June 1. Mr. Mather had a good con- 


gregation at five. In the day I converſed with 
many of the people, a candid, humane, well be- 
haved people, unlike moſt that I have found in 


Scotland. In the evening the houſe was filled 


and truly God preached to their hearts. Surely 


God will have a conſiderable people here. 
Wedneſday g. We ſet out early and reached 
Carliſle about noon. The work a little increaſes 
here. A ſmall. handful of people ſtand firm, and 
thoſe that oppoſe are broken to pieces. Our 
Houſe would not near contain the congregation, 
and the word of God was with power. 
Thurſday 4. We rode to Hexham, through one 
of the pleaſanteſt countries that I have lately 
ſeen. The road lay (from Hazfle) on the fide of 
a fruitful mountain, ſhaded with trees, and 


_ floping down to a clear river, which ran between 


ours and another fruitful mountain, well wooded 


and improved. At Hexham hey have latelybuilt 


a convenient preaching-houle : but it is too ſmall 
already, Here is a loving people, much alive to 
God, and conſequently increaſing daily. Friday 
5. we reached Newcaſile, In this, and Kingswocd 
houle, were 1 to do my own will, I ſhould chuſe 
to ſpend the ſhort remainder of my days. But 
it cannot be: this is not my reſt! This and the 
next evening we had a numerous congregation. 
And the people ſeemed much alive, | 

| Sunday 


- 
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Sunday 7. 1 was invited to poop in Lemfley 
church, on the fide of Gateſſiead- Fell. But ſome 


hours after, the Miniſter changed his mind. So 


I preached in our own preaching houſe, which 
contained the greater part of *the congregation 
tolerably well; among whom were Sir Henry 
Lyddal, and his Lady, with a | awry number of 
his ſervants. The chapel was hot as a ſtove; 
but neither high nor low ſeemed to regard it: 
for God was there! The orphan houſe was 
equally crowded in the evening: but the rain 
would not ſuffer me to preach abroad. 

Monday 8. I tranſcribed the ſtations of the 


Preachers. Tueſday 9. I wrote a form for 
ſettling the preaching houles, without any ſuper- 


fluous words, Which ſhall be uſed for the time to 
come verbatim for all the houſes to which I con- 


tribute any thing. Iwill no more incourage that 
villainous tautology of lawyers, which is the 


ſcandal of our nation. In the evening I preached 
to the children of our Sunday ſchool ; fix or ſeven 
hundred of whom were preſent. N. B, None 
of our maſters or miſtreſſes teach for pay : they 
ſeek a reward that man cannot give. 


» Wedneſday 10. Having diſpatched all the 


buſineſs I had to do here, in the evening I took 


a ſolemn leave of this lovely people, perhaps 


never to ſee them more in this lite, and ſet out 
early in the morning, Thurſday 10. About noon 
I preached at Woolfingham in a houſe throughly 
fitled on Iſaiah xxxv. 8. and in the evening in 
Waredale, which hardly contained the congrega- 
tion, The ſame ſpirit was {till in the congre- 
gation, that has been for many years. And 


many felt, the Lord's hand is not ſhortened that 


it cannot ſave, nor his ear heavy that it cannot 
hear. 


Friday 11. About ſeven I preached at Stanhope : 


but no houſe would contain the congregation, 


So I ſtood in a broad place near the church, and 
inforced, If any man thirſt, let him come unto me 
and drink, In going through Woolfingham Wwe 


called 
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called at Mr. W's, who was in low circumſtances, 
till a few years ago, when many thouſands were 
heaped upon him unawares. And yet he feems 
to walk unhurt in fire! What is too hard for 
God. 5 | 

Hence we went on to Durham. Here likewiſe 
I was obliged to preach in the open air, to a mul- 
titude of people, all of whom were {ſerious and 
attentive. Saturday 12. We went through a 
lovely country to Sunderland, where I preached 
in the evening to a numerous congregation, 
Sunday 13. In the morning, I preached a charity 
ſermon in Monk-Wearmouth church, for the Sun- 
day-ſchool, which has already cleared the ſtreets 
of all the children that uſed to play there on a 
Sunday from morning to evening. I preached 
at five near the Pens, to feveral thouſands of 
people. Here, it is plain, our labour has not been 
in vain. | 

Monday 14. In the evening I preached to as 
many as the town-hall would contain at Har— 
tlepool. Tucſday 15. I received a farther account 
of Mrs. B. from two that had lived with her 
a year and a quarter: and was throughly con- 
vinced, That ſhe is a woman of ſtrong tenſe, and 
a lively imagination ; but that ſhe is given up to 
a ſtrong deluſion, (whether natural or diabolical, 
I know not) to believe a lie. One proof may 
ſuffice. Some time ſince, ſhe told the commu— 
nity as from God, that the day of judgment 
would begin that evening. But how could ſhe” 
come off, when the event did not an{wer? Eaſily 
enough. Mofes, {aid ſhe, could not ſee the face 
of God, till he had faſted forty days and forty 
nights. We muſt all do the ſame.” Sofor three 
weeks they took no ſuſtenance, but three pills 
of water per day: and three weeks more they 
took. G three gills of -water-gruel per day. 
What a mercy that half of them did not die in 
making the experiment! 

About noon I preached abroad to a large con- 
gregation, and 3n the afternoon went on to 
X Stockton. 
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| Stockton, The congregation was, at leaſt double 
to that at Stockton, all of whom ſeemed to feel 
that God was there. Wedneſday 16. I preached 
in the main ſtreet at Farm, to a dull, attentive 
people, Thurlday 17. About noon I preached 
at Potto, to a deeply ſerious congregation, and to 
another ſuch in the evening at Hutton Rudby, 
Twenty years this Society was a pattern to all 
the country, for ſeriouſneſs and deep devotion, 
I think, ſeventeen of them were perfected in 
love. But only three of them remain, and moſt 
of the reſt, are either removed or grown cold 
and dead, | | 

Friday 18. I preached at Stokefly in the morn- 
ing, and then went on to IV hithy, It was very 
providential, that part of the adjoining mountain 
fell down, and demoliſhed our old preaching- 
houſe with many houſes beſides, by which means 
we have one of the moſt beautiful chapels in 
Great Britain, finely ſituated on the ſteep fide of 
the mountain, At fix it was pretty well filled, 
with ſuch a congregation of plain earneſt people, 
as is not often ſeen, I converſed with many 
of them the next day, who were much alive to 
God. Sunday 20. The houſe contained us at 
{even tolerably well. The church likewiſe was 
well filled: but in the evening we were much 
ſtraitened for room, but as many as could hear, 
ſtood on the pavement without, In all England 
have not yet ſeen a more affectionate people 
than thoſe at Ay. | | 

Monday 21, Being importuned by our friends 
at Molten to call there, (it being but about thirty 
miles out of the way,) J ſet out early, to prevent 
the heat of the day, Calling at Pickering, ſome 
of the Society foon found me out, with whom I 
went to the preaching-houſe, which was full 
enough in a few minutes time, So was the houſe 
at Malton in the evening, where I found the 
Society more loving and united together than 
they had been for many years, 


Tueſday 


: bd ns 
Tueſday 22, I croſſed over to Scarborough, 


The congregation in the evening was un- 
uſually ſmall, being not yet recovered from the 
blefſed fruits of the election. This was the 
hotteſt day we have had this year. And about 
one in the afternoon, the thunder, Which had 
long laid at a diſtance, came near, with thick 
flaſhes of lightning and impetuous rain. The 
thunder continued in one roll, for an hour and 
a quarter. I never heard the like before ſince 
my return from America, Thurſday 24. The 
diſſenting miniſter offering me the uſe of his 
chapel in Burlington, twice as large as our own, 
the wind being too high for me to ſtand abroad) 
ſ willingly accepted his offer, Fridav 25. About 
noon I: preached at Beverly, to a ſerious well. 
behaved congregation, and in the evening to one 
equally ſerious and far more numerous at Hull, 
Saturday 26. was a day of fatisfaftion, I 
preached at ſeven in the morning, and at ſix in 
the evening, to as many as our houſe could con- 
tain, the ground being too wet for the con- 
gregation tO ſtand abroad. Monday 28, This 
day I enter into my eighty-eighth year. For 
above eighty-ſix years, I found none of the 
inſirmitics of old age, my eyes did not wax dim, 
neither was my natural ſtrength abated, But laſt 
Auguſt I found almoſt a ſudden change, my eyes 
were ſo dim that no glaſſes would help me. 
My ſtreugth likewiſe now quite forſook me, and * 
robably will not return in this world. But 1 
Feel no pain from head to foot, only it ſeems 
nature is exhauſted, and humanly ſpeaking, will 
fink more and more, till 


« The weary ſprings of life ſtand {till at laſt,” 


Tueſday 29- I croſſed over through Epworth to 
Oruſlon, and palled a comfortable day with many 
of the preachers. This, which was one of the 
laſt Societies in the circuit is now become firſt, 
in grace as well as number. The new preaching- 

| | houle 
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houſe not being able to contain ane half of the 
congregation, I preached abroad in the calm, 
mild evening, and I believe, God applied his 
word to many hearts, | | 7 2 
Thurſday, July 1. I went to Lincoln. After 
dinner we took a walk in and round the minſter, 
which I really think is more elegant than that 
at York, in var ous parts of the ſtructure, as well 
as in its admirable. ſituation. The new houſe 
was throughly filled in the 5 with 
hearers uncommonly ſerious, There ſeems to 
be a remarkable difference between the people 
of Lincoln and thoſe of York, They have not ſo 
much fire and vigour of ſpirit, but far more mild- 
nels and gentleneſs, by means of which, if they 
had the {ame outward; helps, they would probably 

excel their neighbours; | 
Some miles ſhort of Lincoln, our polt;boy ſtop- 
ed at an inn on the road, to give his horſes a 
1 Water. As ſoon as we went in, the inn- 
| keeper burſt into tears, as did his wife wringing 
her hands and weeping bitterly. ' What, he 
laid, are you come into my houſe ? My father is 
John Liſter, of Eprorth. I found both he and his 
wife had been ol our Society, till they left them, 
We ſpent ſome. ume in prayer together, and; 1 

truſt nat in vain. | 4 5 
Friday 2. About eleven I preached at Newtos ; 
but the preaching-houſe would not contain half 
the congregation, No rain fell during the time 
of preaching, but it rained both before and after, 
I was {truck with the preaching-houte at Gains 
borough : (one of the handſomeſt towns in Lincoln- 
faire) lo neat, ſo clegant! Jult taking up one ſide 

of a imall neat ſquare. I found uncomman libert 
of ſpeech, and received it as a token for — 
Surely this poor Society which has been ſo 
miſerably depreſſed, will again lift up its head. 
Saturday 3. 1 reached Epworth, and aſter preach- 
ing in the evening met the Society, and reminded 
them of what they were ſome years ago, and 
what they are now, far retaining the. ſhadow 
2. ; of 
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of their former zeal, and activity in all the ways 
Sunday 4. I went over to Mifterton, where 
likewiſe the work of God: was exceedingly de- 
cayed. The houle being far too ſmall to contain 
the multitude of people, I ſtood under a ſpread- 
ing tree, and {trongly exhorted them, to ſtrengthen 
the things that remained, which were ready to die. 
Thence I haſtened back to Epworth, but I could 
not reach it till the church ſervice was begun. 
It was obſerved, Mr. Gibſon read the prayers with 
- unuſual ſolemnity. And I believe he was not diſ- 
+ pleaſed, to ſee five times as many at church, and 
ten times as many at the Lord's table as uſual. 
As ſoon as the afternoon ſervice ended, I began in 
the market place, to preſs that awful queſtion, How 
Shall we eſcape, if we neglef ſo great ſalvation on 
ſuch a congregation as was never ſeen at Epworth 
, before. «1 1 07 Bl : 11 
Friday 27. I returned to Briſtol. In the even- 
ing, and at the Watch- night the houſe was ſuffici- p 
ently filled. Finding the account of Mrs, Scuda- 
- more's life and death (an excellent woman though 
© miſtaken in this point,) has revived in ſome the 
imagination of the expiatory nature of ſufferings, 
- and thence.the abſolute neceſſity to ſalvation, J 
diſcuſſed the ſubject at large, and ſhowed that 
both theſe notions had their riſe in popery, and 
that neither the one nor the other of them had 
any foundation in ſcripture. / B 
Sunday 29. Mr. Baddiley being gone to the 
North, and Mr. Collins being engaged elſewhere, 
I had none to aſſiſt in the ſervice, and I could 
not read the prayers myſelf. - So I was obliged 
to ſhorten the ſervice, which brought the prayers, 
. ſermon, and Lord's ſupper, within the compaſs 
of three hours. I preached in the afternoon 
near King's ſquare, and the hearts of the people 
- bowed down before the Lord, e! 
Monday, Auguſt go. About noon I preached at 
Caſtlecary. Since I was here God has taken to him- 
elf that amiable woman, Mrs, Clark, who to a fine 
— perſon 
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perſon and a good underſtanding, joined a very 
uncommon degree of deep religion. This in- 
clined me to apply earneſtly Eccles. ix. 19. And 
all the people ſeemed to feel it. Afterwards I 
called on her deeply afflited huſband, who ſpent 
ſome hours with us the next day. 1 hope he 
will no longer ſorrow as one without hope, but 
will truſt to meet her in a better place. In the 
evening I preached in the new houſe at Ditchet. 
It would not hold the congregation, but many 
could hear at the windows, which they ſeemed 
right willing to do: a flame appears to be kindled 
here already, God grant it may continue and 
increaſe! Tueſday g1. William Kingſton, the man 
born without arms, came to ſee me of his own 
accord, Some time fince he received a clear 
lenſe of the favour of God: but after ſome 
months he was perſuaded by ſome of his. old 
companions, tv join in a favourite - diverſion, 
whereby he loſt ſight of God, and gave up all he 
had gained. Buy God now touched his heart again, 
and he is once more in earneſt to ſave his ſoul. 
He is of a middling height and ſize, has ai pleaſing. 
look and voice, and an ealy agreeable behaviour., 
At breakfaſt he. ſhook off his ſhoes, which are 
made on purpoſe, took the tea-cup between his 
toes, and the toaſt, with his. other foot. He 
likewiſe writes a fac hand, and: does. molt things. 
with his feet, which we do with our hands. 
About noon I preached to.a lovely congregation 
at Shepton Mallet, and in the evening at Penzford. 
The houſe was crowded with carneſt hearers, and 
I truſt the word did not fall to the ground, 
Wedneſday, September 1. I returned to Briſtol; . 
and it being the firſt day of the fair, I ſpoke. 
ſtrongly. from the words of Solomon, Buy the truth 
and fell it not. In the two following, days, I 
corrected and abridged the account of that ex- 
cellent woman, Mrs. Scudamore : a burning and 
ſhining light, till the myſtics perſuaded her to 
put her light under a buſhel: ſo that for above 
two years ſhe renounced all converſation with . 
R 3 even 
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even her pious friends! How does this a 
with Scripture? All my delight is in the ſaints that 
are on the earth, and with them that excel in virtue! 
How far was the experience of Jane Cooper, or 
Elizabeth Harper, preferable to that of ſuch a 
ſolitary! | 
Saturday 4. I went on to Bath, and preached 
in the evening to a ſerious but ſmall congre- 
gation, for want of notice. Sunday 5, at ten we 
had a numerous congregation, and more com- 
municants than ever I ſaw here before. This day 
I cut off that vile cuſtom, I know not when or 
how it began, of preaching three times a day by 
the ſame Preacher to the ſame congregation : 
enough to weary out both the bodies and minds 
of the ſpeaker, as well as his hearers. Surely 
God is returning to this Society! They are now 
in earneſt to 1 8 their calling and elettion ſure. 
Monday 6. This evening the congregation 
was almoſt as large as it was the night before: 
and the power of God was mightily preſent, And 
ſo it was on Tueſday and Wedneſday evening 
at Briſtol. Thurſday 9, I read over the expe» 
rience of Jofeph Humphrys, the firſt Lay-Preacher 
that aſſi ſted me in £England, in the year 1738. 
From his own mouth 1 learn, that he was per- 
feed in love, and fo continued for at leaſt a 
twelvemonth. Afterwards he turned Calviniſt, 
and found Mr. !Vhitfield, and publiſhed an in- 
vective againſt my brother and me in the News- 
aper. In a while he renounced Mr. |Wirtfeld, 
was ordained a Preſbyterian Miniſter. At 
caſt he received Epiſcopal Ordination. He then 
ſcoffed at in ward religion, and when reminded of 
his own experience replied, © That was one of 
the fooliſh things, which I wrote in the time of 
my madneſs !” 8 
Friday 16. 1 preached to a large congregation at 
Clew-Stoke, nine miles from Briſtol, on thoſe words 
in the ſecond leſſon, Come unto me, all ye that are 
wegry and heavy laden; and in the evening at Mrs, 
Erihal's Houlc, | . 
| Sunday 
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Sunday 12. I intended to preach abroad: but | 
the weather would not permit, Monday 13, an 
the three following days I met the Claſſes of the 
Society, which contains nine hundred and forty- 
four members, Still I complain of falſe muſters, 
It was told in London that this Society contained 
above a thouſand memhers! And yet it falls fo 
far ſhort of a thouſand! There is altogether,a 
fault in this matter. | | rags 
- Thurſday 16. 1 was deſired to ſee a monſter, 


property ſpeaking. He was as large as the largeſt 


ion in the Tower, but covered with rough hair 
of a brown colour, has the head of a Swine, 
and feet like a Mole, It is plain to me, it was 
begotten between a Bear and a wild Boar, He. 
lives on fruit and bread; chiefly the latter. The 
Keeper handles him as he pleaſes, putting his 
hand in his mouth, and taking hold of his tongue. 


But he has a horrible roar, between that of a Lion 


and of a Bull. | 

At the ſame time I ſaw a Pelican? Is it not 
ſtrange, that we have no true account, or picture 
of this bird! It is one of the moſt beautiful in 
nature, being indeed a large Swan, almoſt twice 
as big as a tame one; ſnow-white and elegantly 
ſhaped, Only its neck is three quarters of a yard 
long, and capable of being ſo diſtended, as to 

contain two gallons of liquid or ſolid. She 
builds her neſt in ſome wood, not. far from a 
river, from which ſhe daily brings a quantity of 


' fiſh to her young: this ſhe carries in her neck 


(the only pound, which ſhe had) and then di- 
vides it among her young. And hence is fabri- 
cated the idle tale of her feeding them with her 
blood, | | 
Friday 17. I went over to Thornbury, and 

reached at noon to a very large and deeply ' 
erious congregation, In the evening we had a 
lolemn Watch- night at Kingswood. Saturday 18, 
called upon Me. Eaſterbrook, ill of a diſorder 
Which no Þ 


hyſician underſtands, and which it 
his 
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ſeems God alone can cure, He is a pattern to all 
riſtol and indeed to all England, having (beſide 
is other inceſſant labours, which never were 
e N every houſe in his pariſſi ! 
It was while he was preaching in his own 
church, that he was fuddenly ſtruck with a 
violent pain in his breaſt, This confounds all 
the Phykcians, and none of their medicines 

ter it. I & i « 4 k 3 > 8 F b ' 

Saturday 18. Mr. Collins aſſiſted me in the 
morning, ſo I had an eaſy day's work. Monday 
20, and the next day I read over the King of 
Sweden's Tract, upon the Ballance of Power in 
Europe. If it be really his, he is certainly one 
of the moſt ſenſible, as well as one of the braveſt 
Princes in Europe. And if his account be true, 
what a woman 1s the Czarina / But ſtill God ts 
over all! 2 8 
Wedneſday 22. I preached once more in Temple 
church, on AU things are poffible to him that be- 


* 


lieveth. 


Saturday 25. Mr. Hay, the Preſbyterian Miniſter 
of 'Lewen"smead Meeting, came to deſire me to. 
let him have the uſe of our Preaching-houle n 
Sundays, at thofe hours when we did not uſe it 
ourſelves (near ten in the morning and two in the 
afternoon) while his houſe was rebuilding. To 
this I willingly conſented, and he preached an 
excellent ſermon there the next day at two, I 

reached at five in the morning to more than the 

duſe would well contain. N : 

Monday 27. I left Briftol, about eleven I 

preached in the Devizes, and in the evening at 
Sarum. I do not know that ever I taw the houſe 
fo crowded before, with high and low, rich and. 
poor: ſo that I hope we ſhall again ſee fruit here 
alſo. 

Wedneſday 29, about noon I preachedat Winton. 
The congregation, was larger than uſual, and what. 
was ſtranger ſtill, ſeemed. not a little affected! 
How "long haye we caſt guy, bread upon the 
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 'witers here! And ſhall we find it s ain after 


many days? In the evening I preached to a 


crowded and deeply attentive congregation at 
 Portſmouth-Common. Thurſday go. It being a 


lovely morning, we went in a wherry, through 
Cowe's-harbour, to Newport, one of the leafante, 


neateſt and moſt elegant towns in the king's 


dominions. Both the nights I preached here, the 
preaching houſe would by no means contain the 
congregation. I was likewiſe well pleaſed with 


the poor, plain, artleſs Society. Here at leaſt, 
we have not loſt our labour, Friday, October i. 


we purpoſed to returnto Portſmouth, (about twenty 


miles it being a calm, ſunſhiny 1 in the 
wherry we came, But a friend offering us 


a kind of hoy, we willingly accepted his offer, 
It was well he did: for as ſoon as we were out 


of the harbour; the wind roſe and the ſea rage 
| horribly, The wherry would ' ſoon have been 
ſwallowed up, The waves waſhed over us on 


both ſides. Having no decks, we were well 
ſoaked from head to foot, but before noon, we 
got ſafe to Portſmouth, e 

Saturday 2. Setting out as uſual, at two, we 
came to Cobham, between ten and eleven, and 


found a party of our friends from London, read) 


to receive us. We walked an hour in the gardens: 
but the innkeeper informed us, „Strangers were 
not admitted unleſs on Tueſday and Friday,” 
However hearing Mr. Hoptins was at home, I 
ſent in my name, and deſired that favour, which 
was immediately granted. We ſpent an hour 
very agreeably in thoſe lovely walks; but ſtill the 
eye was not ſatisfied with om The ſoul of 


an immortal Spirit can be latisſied with nothing 


but ſeeing God, In the afternoon we went on 
to London, | 3 

Sunday g. was indeed a comfortable day, £1 
preached at the New Chapel, morning and even- 
ing with great inlargement of ſpirit. At the 
love-feaſt which followed, great was our re- 


- Joicingi 


joicing: many declared what God had dong for 
their ſouls. And many were filled with conſo- 
lation. CT ee 8 
Having anſwered my letters and finiſhed my 
other little buſineſs for the preſent, on Tueſday 
the 5th. I went to. e. Though the warning 
was ſhort, the congregation was exceeding large, 
and behaved with remarkable ſeriouſneſs. While 
our people mixt with the Calviniſts here, we 
were always perplexed and gained no ground. 
But ſince they kept 3 they have con- 
poually, increaſed, in grace as well as in number. 
1 was now informed, how ſignally God had over- 
taken that wretch who murdered Mr. Haddock 
ome years fince. Being lately overtaken by 
Captain Bray in one of the. King's Cutters, he 
ade a, deſperate ichſtance. And even when 
iboarded, fought ſtill, and drew a piſtol at Gaptoin 
Bray. who hen heed, im in pieces with 14s 
eutlaſs. | | | 
Thurſday 7. I went over. to that poor ſkeleton 
.of antient Winchelſea. It is beautifully fituated 
on the top of a itcep bill, and was regularly 
built in broad: ſtreets croſſing each other and en- 
compaſſing a very large ſquare, in the midſt of 
which was a large church, now in ruins, I ſtood 
under a large tree, on the ſide of it, and called to 
molt of the inhabitants of the town, The kingdom 
F : heaven is at hand : repent, and believe the Goſpel, 
It ſeemed, as if all that heard, were for the pre- 
Jent almoſt perſuaded to be chriſtians. * 
Hlexe an eminently pious woman Mrs. Fever 
at whole houſe I topped, gave me a very ſtrange 
account. Many years ſince ſhe was much hurt 
in lying-in. She bad various phyſicians, but 
Mill grew worſe and worſe, till perceiving herſe 
to be no better, ſhe left them off, She had a 
continual pain in her groin with ſuch a pol lis 
utri, as ſoon confined her to her bed: the 


* 


ſhe lay two months, helpleſs and hopeleſs; till a 

ought came one day into her mind, Lord, if thow 
wilt thou canſt make me whole ; Be it according to 1 
| | e 


1 3 ] 
wil! Immediately the pain and the Wiforder: 
ceaſed ; feeling herſelf well, ſhe roſe and dreſt 
herſelf, Her huſband coming in, and ſeeing her 
in tears, aſked, Are thoſe tears of ſerious joy? 
She faid, „Of joy!”” On which they wept to- 
gether, From that hour ſhe has felt no pain, 
but enjoyed perfect health. I think our Lord 
never wrought a plainer miracle, even in the days 
of his fleſh. i | % 
In the evening I preached once more at Rye; 
and the word did not fall to the ground. In the 
morning we left this loving well united people, 
\ and dined at Sevenoaks, After dinner we ſpent. 
an hour in the Duke of Dorſet's houſe, I could 
not but obſerve ſome change for the worſe here. 
The filk covers are removed from ſeveral of the 
Pre, particularly that of Count Agalino an. 
is ſons, And it is placed in a worſe light; ſo 
that I could hardly diſcern the little boy, that 
q when he ſaw his father gnawing his own arm for 
anguiſh, cried out, „Papa, if you are hungry, do 
not eat your own arm, but mine.“ The Preaching- 
houſe was filled in the evening with people, and 
with the preſence of God. | 
Saturday g. We returned to London. Monday 
11, I went on to Colchefter, and {tilf found matter 
of humiliation, The Society was leſſened and 
cold enough, Preaching again was diſcontinued, 
1 and the ſpirit of Methodiſm quite gone, both 
from the Preachers and the people ; yet we had 
* a wonderful congregation in the -evening,' rich 
and poor, Clergy and Laity, So we had like- 
wiſe on Tueſday evening. So that Þ truſt God 
will at length build'up the waſte places. þ; for 
Wedneſday 13. We ſet out early, but found no 
horſes at Cobdock, ſo that we were obliged to go 
round by  Ipſwick, and wait there half an hou. 
Nevertheleſs we got tg Norwich between two and 
three. In the way we read Captain Carrel's 
Travels, admiiably well wrote, and giving I be- 
lieve a juſt account of the interior parts of North, 
America,” Flere is no gay account of the — 
. 7 0 
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＋ 1 of Peleu or Lapila, but a plain relation of matter 
of fact. Surely Eaſtern and Weſtern ſavages are 


much alike. And ſome good might be found in 
EE => the Eaſt as well as the Weſt, But to ſee nature 
iin perfection either at Pelew or elſewhere, we 
smmnmeed only look on the ſavages at Fort William 
1 Henry, butchering in cold blood ſo many hun- 
> dreds of helpleſs unreſiſting men, in the very 
1 ſpirit of the old murderer. : 


In the evening I preached at Norwich, But 
bt the houſe would in no wiſe contain the con- 
bt regation. How wonderfully is the tide turned! 
92 become an honourable man at Norwich, 
"HEM God has at length made our enemies to be at 
| 25 peace with us, and ſcarce any but Antinomians 
1 open their mouth againſt us. ; 
: Thurſday 14. I went to Yarmouth and at length 
found a Society in peace and much united 
together. In the evening the congregation was 
too large to get into the preaching-houle: yet 
they were far leſs noiſy than uſual. After ſup- 
* per a little company went to prayer, and the 
pwer of God fell upon us; eſpecially when a 
young woman broke out into prayer, to the ſur- 
prize and comfort of us all. Friday 15. I Went 
do Loſloff, to a ſteady, loving, well-united Society, 
II) he more ſtrange it is, that they neither increaſe ' 
nor decreaſe in number, Saturday 16. I preach- ' 
ed at Loddon about one, and at fix in Norwithr” 
Sunday 17. At ſever, I adminiſlerea the Lord's 
ſupper to about one hundred and filty perſons, 
near twice as many as we had laſt year: I take 
= knowledge, that the laſt year's Preachers were 
„in earneſt. Afterwards we went to our own 
= - ©. periſh church, although there was no ſermon” 
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| as many as the houſe would contain: and even 
thoſe that could not get in, ſtayed more quiet and 
ſilent than ever I ſaw them before. Indeed they 
all ſeemed to know that God was there. And 
1. 1 have no doubt but he will revive his work 
here alſo. : | 

Monday 18. No coach going out for Lynn, to 
day, I was obliged to take a poſt-chaiſe, But at 
Deerham no horſes were to be had: ſo we were 
obliged to take the ſame horfes to Swaffham. A 
congregation was ready here, that filled the houſe, 
and ſeemed-quite willing to receive inſtruction. 
But here neither could we procure any poſt. 
horſes : ſo that we were obliged to take a ingle 
horſe chaiſe, The wind with miſling rain 
came full in our faces, and we had nothing to 
ſcreen us from it. So that I was throughly chil- 
led from head to foot, before I came to Lynna;:” 
But I ſoon forgot this little inconvenience, fo 
which the earneſtneſs of the congregation made 
me large amends, 

Tueſday 19. In the evening all the clergymen 
in the town, except one who was lame, was pre- 
ſent at the preaching, They are all prejudiced 
in favour of the Methodiſts, as her? | are moſt 
the townfmen: who give a fair proof, b 
contributing ſo much to our Sunday-ſchools, ſo 


that there is near twenty pounds in hand. Wed- 


neſday 20. I had appointed to preach at Diſs, a 
town near Scoleton. But the difficulty was, 
where I could preach? The Miniſter was wil- 
ling I ſhould preach in the church; but feared 
offending the Biſhop, who going up to London, 
was within a few miles of the town, But a2 
gentleman aſking the.Biſhop whether he had any 
objection to it, was anſwered, „None at all.“ 
I think this church is one of the largeſt in 
this county. I ſuppoſe it has not been ſo filled 
theſe hundred years. This evening and th 
I preached at Bury to a decphrmattefitive con- 
gregationg-anAiy-gf hom know in whom they 
8 3 have 
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have believed. So that here we have not loſt 
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all our labout! Friday 22. we returned to 
London, I | ; 

Sunday 24. I explained to a numerous con- 
gregation in Sputalfields church, The whole armour 
of God. St. Paul s, Shadwell, was ſtill more 
crowded in the afternoon, while I enforced that 


Important truth, One thing is needful. And 1 
hope many even then retolved to chuſe the 
better part. 


N. B. We are not ſure that Mr, Weſley car- 
ried on his Journal any farther; but if any more 
of it ſhould be found, it will be publiſked in due 
time, There are unavoidable cnaſms in this 
Journal, owing to ſome parts being millaid ; and 
it is probable tha many of the proper names 


l perſons and places are not properly ipelt; as 


the whole of the Manuſcript was ſo ill written 
as to be ſcarcely legible, 


